VOL. 98 NO. 4 • JULY/AUGUST 2020 • $4.99 U.S. • BACKYARDGOATS.IAMCOUNTRYSIDE.COM

FROM
AFRICA TO
AMERICA!

STEARNS DIAMOND
SAVANNA RANCH
BREED PROFILE:
KALAHARI RED
TEAM
SNAZZY GOAT

S
PLU

The Dilemma
of Euthanasia

THE VAT
PASTEURIZER
a northwestern tool inc . company

“THE VAT”

A PASTEURIZER AND CHEESE VAT BUILT IN THE U.S.A.
FEATURES INCLUDE: 7 to 15, 17 to 30, 32 to 60 gallon sizes
• All Stainless • Double Jacket • Insulated Lid
• Leak Detect Valve • Product and Air Space Heat
• 12” Anderson Chart Recorder • Records Product and
Air Space Temperature • Completely Self Contained

INTRODUCING OUR NEW CHILLER THAT ATTACHES
DIRECTLY TO THE PASTEURIZER
FOR A COMPLETE DESCRIPTION, PRICING, AND MORE
PICTURES OF THESE GREAT UNITS PLEASE VIIST:

WWW.THEVATPASTEURIZER.COM
THE VAT PASTEURIZER
3130 Valleywood Dr., Dayton, Ohio 45429
800-236-3956 | bmadewell@northwesterntools.com

in this issue
JULY/AUGUST
2020

IN EVERY ISSUE

16

06

From the Editor

T HE F EATU RES

08

Reader Feedback
Reader Letters, Fan Photos

16

From Africa to America
by Tamsin Cooper

12

Back from the Vet:
Rumen Disorders in Goats
by Dr. Katie Estill DVM

20

The Dilemma of Euthanasia
by Karen Kopf

14

Katherine’s Caprine Corner
by Katherine Drovdahl

23

Goat Notes: Humane Euthanasia
via Gunshot or Captive Bolt

57

Secret Life of Goats:
Team Snazzy Goat
by Rebecca Sanderson

24

Photo Essay
Weed Warriors

60

Breed Profile:
Kalahari Red
by Tamsin Cooper

62

Breeders Directory/
Classifieds/Bookstore

68

Just for Fun

70

Coming Attractions

O N T H E COV ER
South African Savanna goats
enjoy the sunshine on Stearns
Diamond Savanna Ranch. Read
more about the ranch and South
African Savannas on page 38.

24

T HE STORIES
28

How Big Will My Goat Get?
by Theresa Miller

32

Your Goat's DNA Could be the
Clincher for Your Goat Pedigree
by Peggy Boone, Owner of
IGSCR-IDGR

34

Keep Goats Hydrated with a
Homemade Electrolyte Recipe
by Ann Accetta-Scott

36

Training Goats to Electric
Fencing
by Tracy Lynn

38

Stearns Diamond Savanna
Ranch
by Kendra Paulton

42

It's Not Just a Hobby
by Rachael Leystra

46

Livestock Guardian Dog Breed
Comparison
by Rebecca Sanderson

50

Move 'Em on Out!
by Laura Kelly

52

Goat Notes: Crossing State
Lines With Goats

54

Cheese: The New Superfood
by Kate Johnson

JULY/AUGUST 2020
VOL. 98 NO. 4
backyardgoats.iamcountryside.com
editorial

Marissa Ames, Editor
goatjournal@gmail.com
Steph Merkle,
Content & Community Director
Ann Tom
Editorial Assistant
Samantha Ingersoll
Publication Designer
advertising

Alicia Soper, Advertising Director
asoper@countrysidemag.com
715-504-1208
Kelly Weiler
kweiler@countrysidemag.com
715-965-1234

Goat Journal (ISSN 0011-5592, USPS 147-020)
is published bi-monthly by Countryside Publications,
136 W Broadway Ave, Medford, WI 54451.
Periodicals postage paid at Medford, WI and
other mailing offices.
The views presented here do not necessarily
represent those of the editor or publisher.
All contents of this issue of Goat Journal are
copyrighted by Countryside Publications, 2020. All
rights reserved. Reproduction in whole or in part is
prohibited, except by permission of the publisher.
Editorial office:
P.O. Box 566, Medford, WI 54451.
goatjournal@gmail.com
Advertising office:
Goat Journal, P.O. Box 566, Medford, WI 54451
Display advertising rates on request.
Email: asoper@countrysidemag.com
Phone: 715-504-1208
Subscriptions: (U.S. funds):
6 issues for $29.97, 12 issues for $49.97.
Goat Journal Subscriptions, P.O. Box 1848,
Carson City, NV 89702. (970) 392-4419.

POSTMASTER:

Send all UAA to CFS. (See DMM 707.4.12.5);
NON-POSTAL AND MILITARY FACILITIES:
send address corrections to
Goat Journal Subscriptions, P.O. Box 1848
Carson City, NV 89702.

PRINTED IN THE USA.

4

GOAT JOURNAL | july/august 2020

C

K + EF

V

E

I

E L ECTRO LY TE

CTI

QU

FE

Goat Electrolyte
SU PPL E M E N T

olytes
s electr
e
h
is
n
e
l
oats,
rep
drated g s to
y
h
Quickly
e
d
d
n
ing a
t goat
in scour
and adul nce
id
k
h
t
o
la
b
fluid ba
helping
ir
e
h
t
e
restor

BUY 2 goat el ect rolyt e

S AV E $ 2

Goat Electrolyte
MANUFACTURERS COUPON

EXP: 09/30/20

Promotes r
apid
absorption
of importa
nt
nutrients a
nd energy
CO N SU M E R A N D R E TA I L E R : LIMIT ONE (1) COUPON PER PURCHASE OF
SPECIFIED PRODUCT AND QUANTITY STATED. NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH
ANY OTHER COUPON(S). LIMIT OF TWO (2) IDENTICAL COUPONS IN SAME
SHOPPING TRIP. Void if expired, reproduced, altered, copied, sold, purchased,
transferred, or exchanged to any person, firm, or group prior to store redemption,
or where prohibited or restricted by law. Any other use constitutes fraud.
Consumer: You pay any sales tax. Retailer: Manna Pro will reimburse you for the
face value of this coupon plus 8¢ handling if submitted in accordance with Manna
Pro, Coupon Redemption Policy (available upon request). Mail coupons to: Inmar
Dept #95668, Manna Pro, 1 Fawcett Drive, Del Rio, TX 78840. Cash value 1/100¢.
No cash back if coupon value exceeds selling price. Valid only in the USA.

FOLLOW US

@MANNAPROHOMESTEAD
FOR MORE INFO VISIT

WWW.MANNAPRO.COM
© 2020 Manna Pro LLC. All rights reserved.

goat journal : : from the editor

AFRICA MEETS
AMERICA

M

Y HEART RESIDES IN AFRICA. I visit whenever I can.
When I first became involved with the nonprofit organization, I Am Zambia, I didn’t realize how
every aspect in my life would change. Even the way I
see my own goats in America, and what I know about
goats, is influenced by what I’ve learned in Africa.
In Zambia, I saw farmers who kept goats the way
Europeans used to, before breed standardization: As
a small but thrifty animal that thrived on local brush,
which could produce either meat or milk, for home use
or the market. They often free-range for lack of fencing,
tended by the farmer’s family. These indigenous breeds
exhibited smooth, glossy coats from natural vitamins
and minerals, but the farmers also benefitted from experts who could advise in husbandry techniques such
as avoiding barber pole worm.
What I didn’t know, until I researched each breed,
was which goats did and did not come from Africa.
(Despite its name, the Nubian goat is less African than
we may think. San Clemente Island goats get almost
half of their genetics from Africa, but we don't know
when that occurred.)
In this issue, we focus on African breeds that have become American favorites. Tamsin Cooper narrates how
many of these genetics got to America. Theresa Miller
talks about the largest goat breeds, many of which
come from Africa, and Kendra Paulton introduces us
to Dalton and Dani Stearns, who found money-saving thrift and resilience in the South African Savanna
breed. PLUS, we have a Breed Profile of the Kalahari
Red goat.

These men purchase goats from local farmers then pedal their bicycles
over 85 miles to Lusaka, where they will sell the goats for up to k300
apiece (about $30). Photographed with permission in Cheelo Village,
outside Mazabuka, Zambia.

A woven shelter allows the goats to rest somewhere dry, to prevent
hoof rot during the rainy season. Photographed with permission in
Cheelo Village, outside Mazabuka, Zambia.

Do you have any experiences with any of these
breeds with African origins? Have you witnessed for
yourself the unique differences between Western goat
husbandry and how it’s done in different African countries? We would love to hear your experiences!

TELL US ABOUT YOU!
Do you have a story suggestion for Goat Journal? Would you like to tell us how you dealt with a particular
problem … or ask for advice regarding an issue that didn’t go so well? Send your letters via email to
goatjournal@gmail.com or the old-fashioned way to Goat Journal, P.O. Box 566, Medford, WI 54451.
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Parts Dept.

Parts Dept offers hundreds of goat products you
will find in our latest 200pg FREE 2020 catalog. Call for a FREE Catalog
Website: www.PartsDeptOnline.com
800-245-8222

MP Cooling Tanks

The MP cooling tanks range from 15 Gallons to 285 Gallons these tanks meet the
needs of all home, small dairy and cheese production facilities. Fast and stable
cooling and maximum energy efficiency are benefits when using any of our MP
models. These tanks are fully compliant with all 3A standards and regulations and
are Grade A. Tanks up to 90 Gallon run on standard 110V electricity and require
no special wiring, 140-285 Gallon run on 220V. 2 Year Warrantee

220 Gallon

Features
Grade A.
2 Year Warrantee.
Free Tank Valve.
Calibration Chart & Dip Stick.
Temperature Recorder Ready.

MP Cooling Tanks
15 Gallon
30 Gallon
60 Gallon
90 Gallon
140 Gallon
220 Gallon
285 Gallon

$2195.00 or $91/Mo
$2595.00 or $108/Mo
$3595.00 or $149/Mo
$4195.00 or $174/Mo
$5295.00 or $200/Mo
$7395.00 or $308/Mo
$7995.00 or $333Mo

Portable Vacuum Systems
Made 100% in USA
3/4 HP Vac supply $1295 (Runs 2 buckets)
Financing for 24 Months $45/Mo
1.5 HP Vac supply $1395 (Runs 4 buckets)
Financing for 24 Months $54/Mo

Nupulse Buckets & Claws
Complete bucket $459.95
Nupulse Claw $169.95

Feeder $41.95
Stand $15.95

Teat Wipes
Bucket / 700 $29.95
Refill / 700 $26.95

ITP205 $37.95

ITP207 $39.95
Vanguard
Claw $99.95

Free shipping on this item
in 48 States

Pulsators
BRK $79.95
L80 $105.95
LL90 $109.95

35Lb Goat Pail $400.00
35Lb Cow Pail $400.00

“Pritchard”
Flutter Valve
$2.35

1 Goat Portable Vacuum System
Made 100% in USA
3/4 HP Vac supply Only $699 (Runs 1 bucket)
3/4 HP Vac supply With Bucket $999

Goat Clusters
Automatic on/off
Silicone Liners & Hose
Clusters From $159.00

Vanguard
Inflation
$14.95

Fight Bac
$10.95 Single can
$8.95 Ea (case/12)
Dehorners
Stone 3/4” $99.00
Cordless $249.95

Kid Bar 1 $34.95
Kid Bar 7 $114.95
Kid Bar 10 $149.95
Dynamint Cream
Organic Approved
17oz Bottle $13.95
2 Litre Jug $39.95

Stainless Pasteurizer
2 Gallons in 1 Hour
All Stainless Steel.
Made in USA
$359.00
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goat journal : : conversation

Hi, I’m hoping you can help me. I have an eight-yearold Nubian wether who is suffering with chronic laminitis. I was looking for information/advice on how best
to support and treat him. I live in New Zealand and we
do not have a lot of expertise in goats and even less in
laminitis in goats and even less in treating and corrective
trimming for laminitis in goats. He is quite uncomfortable on his feet and spends a lot of time on his knees,
he is on pain meds but they don’t seem to make a huge
difference. I have a laminitic pony and have had great
success with corrective trimming with him and believe
this would make a huge difference to my goat if I could
only find some direction.
Many thanks.
Karen
Hi Karen,
I'm sorry to hear about your wether! I have a goat with
chronic laminitis as well, and though I haven't been able
to cure hers, I've been able to manage it so it doesn't get
worse.
First, do you feed grain to your wether? Grain can
actually cause the hooves to grow faster, which exacerbates the condition if they're already growing incorrectly.
Grain really shouldn't be fed to wethers at all, because
of the risk of urinary calculi, so there is one step you can
take to prevent it from worsening.
Bump up your hoof trims. In many of my goats, I can
wait longer than two months between trimmings because rough surfaces break down the excess growth, but
not with my doe with laminitis. She needs trims at least
once a month, often more, to keep the hoof as correct as
possible. Each time, trim away a little more of the tissue
that deviates from what it should be. The quick recedes
after trimming, so stop if you see pink, but you can probably go further a week later if necessary.
Here is a great story about hoof trimming that addresses
laminitis: backyardgoats.iamcountryside.com/health/essentialgoat-hoof-trimming-tips/
I hope this helps!
Marissa Ames
Editor, Goat Journal

WE LOVE HEARING
FROM YOU!
8

At what age do I start training my six-weekold buck not to jump on the back of my legs?
Sherry
Hi Sherry,
I recommend that you start training now,
although he might be unable to recognize the
cues until later. But the longer you wait, the
worse the problem is going to be. First of all,
don't push him too hard, don't hit him with
anything (including your hand), and don't tap
on his head. These are so similar to ways that
goats play that he will just see it as encouragement. Use sounds that he will recognize,
and pair those with an act of discouragement.
Marc Warnke recommends a squirt bottle with
water: it doesn't hurt him, it's easy to carry,
and it isn't confused with a play or aggression move for him. I incorporated the squirt
bottle with my own goats, and it has amazing
results! When I need my goats to move back
or stop a behavior, I squirt them while hissing,
"Sssssstttt!" After a few times, I can just make
the noise as a warning, then the squirt bottle
comes if they don't obey. The only downside
to this is that the smart goats will see when
you don't have a squirt bottle, but hopefully
by then the behavior will be dealt with.
Here is a great story by Marc that describes
how to discipline with love: backyardgoats.
iamcountryside.com/ownership/how-to-deal-withan-aggressive-goat/
Good luck!
Marissa

Leave us a review on
facebook.com/goatjournal/
reviews
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Goat Journal
P.O. Box 566, Medford, WI 54451
or email goatjournal@gmail.com

Marissa:
I want to thank you and compliment you on the
great response you gave to Lynn E.’s offensive
letter about goat owners Jennifer and Swan. Your
warm-hearted humor devastated Lynn E.’s “reasoning” in a way she might even understand, while
making the rest of us smile.
John Winslow
Marissa,
Just wanted to let you know I was impressed by
your response to that hateful letter regarding “samesex living.” I just loved it. So well said. I love that
Goat Journal is diverse and accepting of all folks who
love goats. Thank you.
And in response to the sheep question? Please, no
sheep. We have enough sheep with letters like the
one above!
Love the magazine!
Dr. Kaye
Hi John and Dr. Kaye,
Thanks for the support! The world is a unique collection of individuals. If you love goats, and are kind
to your goats, we love you.
Marissa

Health, Ownership,
Dairy Goats, Cheese
... what topics do you
find most helpful? Are
there any topics or
ideas that you would
like to see us cover
within Goat Journal?

DO YOU
HAVE A
GOAT-RELATED
QUESTION?
WISH YOU COULD ASK A
GOAT EXPERT OR HAVE
A CHAT WITH SOMEONE
WHO ALSO HAS GOATS?
WELL, NOW YOU CAN.
Members of our Backyard Goats
site can ask via live chat or visit our Ask the Expert section of
Backyard Goats to see if your
question already has an answer!

backyardgoats.
iamcountryside.com/
ask-the-expert

While we work with veterinarian
consultants, our editors are not
veterinarians and cannot recommend
off-label medication or products for
treatment, or dosage information.

goat journal : : reader photos

1

2

2

3

PH O T OS
1. Took this photo while doing a photo shoot
for my daughter! Having goats is so wonderful!
They are like dogs wagging their tails and
everthing. Submitted by Annie Roehr
2. I have a handful of photos from our kidding
yesterday, but this is my favorite. So sweet and
touching! As worried as I was about Trixie's general
temperament, she has turned out to be a fantastic and
very nurturing mother. Submitted by Tessa Rotoli
3. I put a game camera in my barn. This is Moon,
a beautiful moonspot, very pregnant doe doing
her stretching! Submitted by Luther and Kathy
Woolbright, Woolbright Farm, Howe, Oklahoma
4. Happy kids at Country Creek Farm! Submitted by
Katey Blakeley
5. Savanna kids getting some sun.
6. Savanna goat kid being a kid for the picture.
7. Savanna goats are good milkers.

4

8. 9. Here are a couple of 14-month-old Savanna bucks.
Photos 5-9 submitted by Larry Rutledge, Texas
Savannas, Lampasas, Texas
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6
5

8
7

ways to share:
email photos in jpg format to
goatjournal@gmail.com
message us on facebook:
facebook.com/goatjournal
tag us on instagram or
use #goatjournal:
instagram.com/goatjournal

9

mail your entry to:
goat journal
p.o. box 566
medford, wi 54451

BACKYARDGOATS.IAMCOUNTRYSIDE.COM
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back from the vet : : featuring dr. katie estill dvm

RUMEN DISORDERS IN GOATS

G

OATS, LIKE SHEEP AND CATTLE, are ruminants. That classification is based on their
method of food digestion. All ruminants break
down food through fermentation in a large vat-like
organ called the rumen. The rumen is food’s first stop
after being chewed and swallowed. It is populated
with a large variety of microorganisms that assist in
food digestion. These microorganisms are what allow
ruminants to break down the complex starches of forages into usable energy for the animals. The health of
the rumen, and its microbes, are essential for the health
of the animal.
As the rumen is a fermentation vat, one of its byproducts is gas. When gas production is normal, and
the animal is otherwise healthy, they are able to eructate, or burp-up, the gas. When the animal is experiencing certain health issues or there is abnormal gas
production, then bloat of the rumen can occur. There
are two different types of rumen bloat — free gas bloat
and frothy bloat.
Certain food substances, when digested by rumen
microbes, produce a stable froth. Feeds known to produce this froth include alfalfa and certain cereal grains.
Over-consumption of those feeds results in increased
froth. As the gas is trapped within froth bubbles, the
animal is unable to burp it out normally, resulting in
frothy rumen bloat.

There are two different types of
rumen bloat — free gas bloat and
frothy bloat. Certain food
substances, when digested by
rumen microbes, produce a
stable froth which the animal is
unable to burp out naturally. Free
gas bloat occurs when there is
dysfunction of the rumen or an
obstruction preventing the
normal expelling of gas.
12

GOAT JOURNAL | july/august 2020

Free gas bloat occurs when there is dysfunction of
the rumen or an obstruction preventing the normal
expelling of gas. Animals with choke, or obstruction
of the esophagus, can experience free gas bloat. Free
gas bloat can also occur when an animal is stuck in an
abnormal position, preventing burping, such as when
cast upside-down. The vagus nerve, which controls
rumen function, can be damaged resulting in gas bloat.
This damage can be due to abscesses and tumors, as
well as chronic inflammation caused by pneumonia
or peritonitis. Hardware disease, or traumatic reticuloperitonitis, can also lead to free gas bloat, as the
foreign body or hardware causes severe inflammation.
Hypocalcemia, or milk fever, can lead to free gas bloat
as calcium is essential for normal muscle and nerve
function. As there can be a myriad of causes for free gas
bloat, animals must be examined thoroughly to identify
the cause.
Bloat itself is generally very easy to identify. Affected
animals have abdominal distension on the left side,
particularly notable in the paralumbar fossa. If the
bloat is severe, they may also have difficulty breathing, as the rumen compresses the chest. If the dietary
history of the animal is well known, it may be easy to
determine the cause of bloat. Passing a stomach tube,
however, is also an easy way to determine free gas vs.
frothy bloat. Stomach tube passage will easily allow
the passage of free gas; however, froth is difficult to
remove. If you are an experienced goat owner, passage
of a stomach tube may be within your wheelhouse of
skills. If, however, you are not, consulting your veterinarian for emergency care is advised. Bloat can progress rapidly and lead to death, as animals are unable to
breath normally with the rumen distended. Stomach
tube passage, in addition to discerning the cause of
bloat, also allows for administration of substances to
break up froth, such as detergents or mineral oil. In
animals experiencing choke, the stomach tube should
not be forced down aggressively if the choke does not
resolve easily. This can result in esophageal damage.
In some instances, the passage of a stomach tube is not
possible or not successful. In those cases, trocharization, or rumenotomy, can be performed, opening the
rumen from the side of the abdomen.
In the case of frothy bloat, limiting feedstuffs known
to produce froth is the mainstay of prevention. These
feeds include alfalfa, clover, and certain cereal grains
like corn and barley. Ideally, small amounts of these

large amounts of grain, your veterinarian may be able
feeds should be offered at any time. When it is necesto remove the feed and prevent acidosis. Subacute acisary for animals to consume greater amounts of these
feeds, using supplements to prevent froth, such as bloat dosis is more difficult to identify. Your veterinarian can
test blood and rumen contents to identify if this is the
blocks, can decrease the risk of bloat occurring. In the
cause for an animal’s poor performance.
case of free gas bloat, the bloat should be relieved first,
Prevention of acidosis involves maintaining a propand then the cause of bloat can be investigated.
erly balanced diet. Goats and other ruminants should
The rumen, as a fermentation vat, can also be afideally be offered roughage feeds free-choice. The
fected by differences in pH. Different microbes prefer
addition of too much concentrate, or the addition of a
different pH. The microbes that digest simple starches
concentrate feed too rapidly, will upset the balance of
and sugars prefer a more acidic environment, and
microbes within the rumen.
those that digest complex
If you are not experienced
carbohydrates, such as
in feeding goats, a good
those found in roughagWhen a ruminant
rule of thumb is to ensure
es, prefer a more neutral
that no more than one
environment. The digesover-consumes simple
quarter the total diet of the
tive system of a ruminant
carbohydrates and starches,
goat be a concentrate feed.
is designed to prevent
When planning to feed
acidosis, or over producoverproduction of acid occurs.
larger amounts of contion of acid by the rumen
centrate, a small amount
This acidic environment kills
microbes. When food is
should be fed initially, and
chewed by the animal, they
many rumen bacteria, and can
increased slowly over the
produce large amounts to
course of several weeks.
saliva, which is an alkaline
result in fluid accumulation,
Breaking larger amounts
substance. Saliva begins
rumen lining irritation, and
of grain into smaller more
the breakdown of feed and
frequent feedings can
buffers the acid produced
toxemia.
also help prevent acidoby rumen microbes. When
sis. Concentrates can be
a ruminant over-consumes
very helpful in increasing
simple carbohydrates and
health and production of goats, but care must be taken
starches, overproduction of acid occurs. This acidic
to ensure they are fed appropriately. As you design or
environment kills many rumen bacteria, and can result
change your feeding program, it is always helpful to
in fluid accumulation, rumen lining irritation, and toxconsult a nutrition specialist. Your herd veterinarian
emia — as dead microbes release endotoxin.
is always a great resource, and many of the major feed
Rumen acidosis can be acute or subacute. Acute acicompanies also have a nutrition specialist available for
dosis occurs when a large amount of grain is consumed.
questions.
This can be when the animal breaks into the feed bin, or
the diet is too heavy in grains. Acute acidosis is severe
and can result in sudden death. If an animal is found to
have eaten large amounts of grain, it is recommended
SOURCES
to contact your veterinarian immediately. Animals can
https://www.merckvetmanual.com/
show signs of acidosis in the first few hours to days
digestive-system/diseases-of-the-ruminantof consumption of the feed. They experience diarrhea,
forestomach/vagal-indigestion-syndrome-inbloating, and shock. Subacute acidosis can be more
ruminants
difficult to identify. Animals can experience intermittent
anorexia and diarrhea, and be otherwise fairly healthy.
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/
Treatment of acute acidosis requires intensive care.
pii/B9780124095274000158
The animals often require intravenous fluid support
and antibiotics. If the animal survives the acute phase,
https://www.sweetlix.com/research-articles/
steps can be taken to re-supply the rumen with healthy
goats/acidosis-in-goats/
microbes. If animals are identified shortly after eating

DR. KATIE ESTILL DVM is a veterinarian consultant for Goat Journal, Countryside & Small Stock Journal, and
Countryside online. She works with goats and other large livestock at Desert Trails Veterinary Services in
Winnemucca, Nevada.
BACKYARDGOATS.IAMCOUNTRYSIDE.COM
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katherine’s caprine corner : : featuring katherine drovdahl

Do you have a question for Katherine’s Caprine Corner?
Send it to us at goatjournal@gmail.com.
Katherine Drovdahl, MH CA CEIT DipHIr QTP,
answers your questions about goat allergies,
weaning kids, and preparing bucks for
breeding.
Q: It seems like my goat has allergies. Is this
possible?
A: Yes, it certainly is possible for a goat (or any mammal) to have allergies. Allergies tend to be an overactive immune response to some substance in their environment. In people, there is a high correlation between
allergies and tetanus vaccinations and I suspect that we
may also see that link in livestock.* Goats being raised
conventionally tend to get quite a bit of exposure
through CD/T (the T being for tetanus) vaccinations. I
like to direct people to supporting/cleaning the liver,
which almost always has a positive effect long-term.
I also use system-support herbs that have natural
antihistamine qualities and upper respiratory support
to get comfort now. We use herb blends such as ALG™,
BreatheDeeple™, and Fresh Start ™ for those, but one
can also use individual herbs with some success such
as nettle, rooibos, thyme, and dandelion.

Q: When should I wean my kids?
A: This is a question people handle many different
ways. Dairies usually switch kids over to milk replacer
fairly young. If you do this, buy the highest quality
possible because it will have a direct impact on your
kids’ immunity and longevity. I personally don’t like
replacers because I don’t know how they can put in
ingredients to be a milk “substitute” that we haven’t
even discovered yet. Also, during a doe’s lactation her
milk will change according to what the kids would
need at that age and stage of growth. This can’t be
duplicated with replacers. I was taught, when I first got
into goats, to wean at eight weeks of age. This really
is more for goat owner convenience than it is for the
goat kids. It’s a tough time to stress kids with a change
like weaning, because eight weeks is when most stop
relying on antibodies from colostrum and rely on their
own immune systems. I like to have them on milk
for at least four months, which is the age many dams
would be weaning their kids and some kids will selfwean. By then their rumens are functioning quite well
to be on hay, pasture, forage, and concentrates (grains)
and they have gotten used to them for some time. Now
having said that, we often feed milk longer because we
hand-raise (raise the kids separately from the dams).
The milk provides more nutrition for them than grain
does and why should I be buying them grain when
I have excess milk? So, we often feed some milk into
the fall as well as sharing it with old goats and our
guardian dogs. We’ve also shared it with poultry, aged
horses, and hogs. So when you wean is up to you; but I
hope this gives you some things to think about as you
develop your plan.

KATHERINE DROVDAHL and husband Jerry keep LaManchas, horses,
alpacas, and gardens on a small piece of Washington State paradise.
Her certifications, including Master of Herbology, help her guide
others through human or creature wellness problems. Her wellness
products, consultations, and signed copies of The Accessible Pet,
Equine, and Livestock Herbal are available at firmeadowllc.com.
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Q. How should I wean my
hand-raised kids? What about
dam-raised?
A. Weaning hand-raised kids is

fairly easy. As mentioned above, I
AVOID doing that at two months
of age due to immunity switching in their bodies. If my kids are
eating their hay, grain, pasture, and
browse well and drinking water
well, I start by eliminating one feeding per day: usually the evening
feeding because they have been
up eating all day. We give them a
lambar of warm water to reduce
stress and keep them well hydrated. I take them another lambar of
water midday if it’s particularly
hot. We continue to give milk in the
morning and water in the evening
for about two weeks. Then we cut
off the evening water and just feed
morning water in their lambar.
We do not water down our milk,
as kids need to curd the milk in
their GI tract to fully utilize it. We
continue the morning lambar water
at least a week. Then as long as they
are drinking water well from their
stock tank or water buckets, you
should be good to go.

Q. Should I do anything special for my bucks this time of
year to be ready for breeding
this fall?
A. Absolutely! Your buck’s body

is preparing to be in rut come this
fall (or perhaps all year if you have
a breed that can breed year-round).
Think of him as an athlete. If an
athlete took time off to quit training
and eating right, they wouldn’t be
in such great shape when games
begin. Giving your bucks pasture
access if possible, quality hay,
grain, and good quality mineral
(I LOVE kelp!) and salt access is
important for him year-round. I
also love taking them prunings

from shrubs, trees, and herbs a few
times a week. We like to check feet
monthly, which is also a great time
to give him a haircut, which allows
more sun and air to his skin. Make
sure he has adequate shelter to get
out of the sun. Paying attention to
him now will give you a buck that
is likely to be healthier, have more
weight, and can add to his longevity as well. His sperm can only be
as healthy as the inputs that go into
him year-round, not just six weeks
before he starts breeding.
*Hurwitz, E.L., et al. "Effects of diphtheria-tetanus-pertussis or tetanus vaccination on allergies and allergy-related
respiratory symptoms among children
and adolescents in the United States."
Journal of Manipulative and Physiological Therapeutics 2000;23:1-10

NATURAL PEST
CONTROL
for Home and Garden
A
comprehensive
guide to
repelling both
indoor and
outdoor pests
using organic
methods.

Dead Snails Leave No Trails
The perfect DIY solution to
eliminate unwelcomed visitors in
your home and garden while
keeping yourself, your family,
and the environment safe from
harmful chemicals.
iamcountryside.com/shop
970-392-4419

September 18-19, 2020 | Springfield, MO

Showcase Savanna Sale with

Col. Lynn Newby
Newby Auction

Have the freedom to choose from 100 lots of
select Savanna stock.
Come and see what these Savanna Breeders have
in store for you. Come meet the best!

www.savannaspectacular.com
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Africa to America

How Some of Our Favorite Goats Came Across the Sea

by TAMSIN COOPER

Multicolored and speckled local goats herded by Banna people in Ethiopia. Photo credit: Rob Waddington/flickr CC BY 2.0.

W

HERE DO GOATS COME FROM? Goat breed origins are notoriously difficult to fathom because, from
the times of early explorers, goats have traveled around the world on sea voyages. They were chosen as
a food source due to their adaptable and manageable nature. Sailors stopped over at seaports along the
way and took on local goats. This means that goats’ genetic make-up was already mixed up centuries ago. Genetics
researchers have recently been able to analyze parts of the genome to identify the likely origins of some of our modern breeds. Surprisingly, more goats in America have African origins than we realize.

Tswana goat of Botswana: an example of the kind of landrace used to
develop South African meat goats. Photo credit: Mompati Dikunwane/
Wikimedia Commons CC BY-SA 4.0.
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Boer goats herded in Botswana. Photo credit: Peter Grobbee/Wikimedia
Commons CC BY-SA 4.0.

HOW GOATS SPREAD
THROUGH AFRICA

Northern Africa is geographically
close to the Near East where goats
were first domesticated more than
10,000 years ago. Consequently, many
African breeds have ancient origins.
Goats from the southwest region of
the Fertile Crescent migrated to northeastern Africa through the Isthmus of
Suez 6000–7000 years ago. From there
they rapidly spread west and south,
reaching the Sahara and Ethiopia 5000
years ago and sub-Saharan regions
2000 years ago. Over that time, they
adapted to their new environments
and evolved into different kinds of
landraces. In addition, there were
probably introductions from southwest Asia after the seventh century.
African goats generally typify their
regions with local breed types. In the
northeast, you’ll find lop-eared goats
related to those of southwest Asia,
reminiscent of Nubian goats. In West
Africa, the native breeds belong to the

West African Dwarf group, the source
of Pygmy and Nigerian Dwarf breeds.
In the southeast, small, short-eared
goats form the Small East African
group. Then, in the far south, the native goats are speckled, red, and white
with lop ears. These goats formed the
basis of the recently developed meat
breeds: Boer, Savanna, and Kalahari
Red.

EARLY MIGRATIONS TO
AMERICA: CREOLE GOATS

Spanish settlers brought goats
from Spain and Portugal from the
end of the 15th century. There was
already an exchange of goats between this part of Europe and West
Africa. Furthermore, goats settled
in the Canary Islands 2200 years
ago from Africa, and in Cape Verde
from the Canaries, West Africa, and
Portugal in the 15th century. These
islands were important stopover
ports for Atlantic travelers, and
goats most likely came on board.

Creole buck on
Margarita Island,
Venezuela.
Photo credit:
Wilfredor/Wikimedia
Commons.

Spanish and Portuguese colonists
brought goats who became ancestors
to the Creole breed group of South,
Central and North America, including
Spanish, Myotonic, and San Clemente
Island (SCI) goats. However, genetic
analysis reveals that they are not totally “Spanish.” SCI goats share 45% of
their ancestry with Canarian and West
African goats. Spanish and Myotonic goats have 60% of their ancestral
genetic contributions from multiple
regions of Africa. Early exchanges
between Spain/Portugal and Africa
do not entirely explain these high percentages. So, it is supposed that goats
were frequently introduced from Africa through the trade routes that were
set up after the early explorations.
Slave traders from Africa brought
ships from West and southwestern
Africa to Brazil, the Caribbean, and
Florida, which may have also carried
goats. In addition, a regular trade
route from Portugal called in at the
Canaries and Cape Verde before navigating to Brazil, then around South
Africa and up the eastern coast to Goa,
India, before returning to Portugal.
These early imports have inhabited
the Americas for over 500 years and
have adapted to the various climates
of their regions. They make up the
native landraces of the Americas. They
are hardy, thrifty, and well able to take
care of themselves. This means that
they need minimal management and
feeding and are ideal for ranching,
conservation, and free-range living.

MODERN IMPORTS: NUBIAN
GOATS

Creole goats in
Chile. Photo credit:
Marco Antonio
Correa Flores/Wikimedia Commons
CC BY-SA 4.0.

In the first half of the 20th century,
Nubian goats were imported from
England and developed into the
great milk suppliers we know today.
Their distinctive lop-ears, Roman
noses, and tall, elegant stature are
actually inherited from their north
African and Middle Eastern ancestors. British breeders imported goats
from Egypt, India, and Pakistan, and
crossbred them with native English
goats to develop the Anglo-Nubian
breed. These goats lent themselves
to high fertility and productiviBACKYARDGOATS.IAMCOUNTRYSIDE.COM
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ty, leading to worldwide fame as
production goats. Their origins have
given them excellent adaptations
to keep cool in hot weather, such
as large ears and flat flanks. Like
all high-yielding breeds, they need
good management to ensure that
they receive adequate nutrition and
preventive healthcare.

DWARF GOATS: ADAPTABLE
SURVIVORS

Egyptian goats have features in common with the Nubian breed. Photo credit: Chris Barnes/
flickr CC BY-SA 2.0.

Ethiopian goats around a grain store. Photo credit: Rod Waddington/flickr CC BY-SA 2.0.

West African Dwarf goats are hardy,
adaptable animals that are a vital food
source in West and Central Africa.
In their homeland, they are farmed
for both milk and meat. They have
adapted to varying African conditions,
including damp tropical, sub-humid,
and drier savanna climates. Their
small size has helped them to survive
in harsh conditions where food and
water can be scarce. Moreover, they
are resistant to barber pole worms
and trypanosomiasis (a devastating
disease in West and Central Africa and
a serious threat to its agriculture).
In the 19th century, the British imported West African Dwarf goats into
Europe, from where they came to the
United States in the late 1950s. Initially, they lived in zoos and research
facilities, later gaining popularity as
pets. In America, breeders noticed the
variety in their conformation and developed some into milkers, forming
the Nigerian Dwarf breed, while the
stockier varieties became the Pygmy
breed. These hardy little goats easily
adapted to the various climates of
the United States and have become
popular pets and homestead milkers,
being thrifty and easy to care for.

LATEST IMPORTS: SOUTH
AFRICAN MEAT GOATS

Kenyan goats leading the sheep herd. Photo credit: Kandukuru Nagarjun/flickr CC BY 2.0.
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In the 1990s, Boer and Savanna
meat goats were imported into the
United States. South African breeders had focused on improving their
local landraces for meat since the
early twentieth century. They selected prolific, fast-growing goats
who thrived in the tough conditions
of the veld. Does had to raise kids
successfully while roaming long

Tanzanian goats herded by Maasai pastoralists. Photo credit: skeeze/
Pixabay.

West African Dwarf goats in Cameroon. Photo credit: Eric Freyssinge/
Wikimedia Commons CC BY-SA 4.0.

West African Dwarf goats in The Gambia. Photo credit: tjabeljan/flickr
CC BY 2.0.

West African Dwarf goats in Senegal. Photo credit: Vincenzo Fotoguru
Iaconianni/Wikimedia Commons CC BY-SA 2.5.

distances and seeking out sparse
grazing. Consequently, they are good
mothers, sturdy, and well adapted to
hot, dry weather. They soon earned
worldwide fame as meat goats. As
with all improved production breeds,
they require appropriate feeding and
management.
REFERENCES
Colli, L., Milanesi, M., et al. 2018.
Genome-wide SNP profiling of
worldwide goat populations reveals
strong partitioning of diversity and
highlights post-domestication migration routes. Genet Sel Evol 50,
58. Sevane, N., et al. 2018. Dissection of ancestral genetic contributions to Creole goat populations.
Animal, 12(10), 2017–2026.

Map of goat migration (land routes: blue arrows 5000–0 BCE; sea routes: solid 1400s—1800s;
dashed 1900s; Canary and Cape Verde islands marked green).
BACKYARDGOATS.IAMCOUNTRYSIDE.COM
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The
Dilemma of

Euthanasia
by KAREN KOPF

W

E MAKE EVERY EFFORT
to give our goats a good
life … but how do we
ensure a good death?
“Since we take responsibility
for their lives, we must also take
responsibility for their deaths; and
sometimes we must be the ones
who do it." — OOH RAH Dairy
Goats, Tennessee.
Most of us would rather not think
it, but all life ends in death. When
death does not come easily or
naturally, and a goat suffers, we can
better care for them in their time of
greatest need if we are prepared.
Heidi Lablue shares her experience: “I was in a situation where
a goat needed to be put down
immediately, and I was at a loss.
It was traumatic for all of us and I
feel with more knowledge, it could
have gone better.”
The word euthanasia has Greek
roots meaning “easy death” —
causing no pain or distress. According to the Euthanasia Reference
Manual published by the United
States Humane Society, humane
euthanasia requires:
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1. Compassion
2. Knowledge
3. Technical skill
4. Appropriate application of techniques and equipment available, and
5. Wisdom to know when euthanasia should, and should not, be
performed.
Compassion is not just sympathy
but a desire to alleviate suffering.
Sometimes overcome by our own
need to hold on, or lack of a plan
and resources, we prolong the animal’s pain. If you are not mentally
or emotionally able to euthanize
an animal, it is critical to have a
well-defined welfare plan for your
animals. Our struggle should not
result in inaction. Create a euthanasia plan for every herd health
program and post it in the barn.
“Acceptable” euthanasia includes
harvest, lethal injection, gunshot,
captive bolt, and exsanguination.
State laws vary. In some, it is felony
animal cruelty to use an unapproved
method. To decide, consider your
safety, the animal’s welfare, urgency, available resources, skill level

required, ability to restrain or transport, cost, and means of disposal.
Every method requires planning.
Have alternate plans as well, especially if you depend upon others.
Euthanasia should take place where
the carcass can be managed, but if
movement intensifies suffering or
transport aggravates the condition, it
is best not to move them.
At Kopf Canyon Ranch, the
decision to euthanize never comes
easily. But we execute it quickly,
because we have already identified
where euthanasia is our best option.
When evaluating an animal’s condition, we ask these questions:
• If the goat is in pain, can the pain
be managed?
• Does the environment support
recovery?
• What is the likelihood and timeline of full recovery? Will treatment
cause more suffering?
• Do we have adequate resources
(time, money, availability, space,
equipment) to provide ongoing
treatment?

• What are the chances of the situation worsening?
• If full recovery is not possible,
will the animal still enjoy quality of
life?
Planning reduces stress in an
already emotionally charged
situation. While “trying as long as
the animal is trying” is generally a
good guideline, an animal has no
understanding of their injuries or
prognosis for recovery, and sometimes we must decide sooner rather
than later.
If an injured animal is otherwise
healthy, and has not been medicated, a processor can be humanely
dispatch and harvest for meat. If
you do not want the meat, you can
make other arrangements for its
use. Some processors make farm
calls; others require you to transport the animal. Discuss options
and availability before you need to
call on them in an emergency.
A veterinarian may administer a
lethal injection of sodium pentobarbital. In low doses, this drug is used
as anesthesia. It can have disturbing
side effects — uncontrolled movement and vocalization — before the
full effect of euthanasia is achieved.
A former veterinary technician,
who preferred not to be identified,
cautioned: “I’ve assisted with many
euthanasia procedures. Some went
perfect, some did not, and some
went way too long.” If you depend
on veterinary care in an emergency,
you must develop a relationship
with veterinarians — and a plan
— before the emergency occurs. Is
your veterinarian on call 24/7? Do
they make farm calls? Pentobarbital is toxic and renders the carcass
hazardous, which can limit disposal
options.
Sometimes, a veterinarian can be
hours away when an animal is in
tremendous pain. Marsha Gibson
has worked in a clinic and appreciates veterinary care, but on her
farm in Missouri, “A well-placed
bullet is quick and so much less

stressful for the animal. My goats
don’t appreciate strangers handling
them, so a vet coming out just adds
to what they are going through, and
a trip to the clinic is even worse. In
their final moments they are in a
place they are comfortable and with
the person they trust.”
A gunshot is not without risk to
the handlers. You must restrain
the animal in a place that is safe to
shoot, which includes a backstop
such as a hill or straw bales to avoid
ricochet if the shot is missed or the
bullet exits. Proper shot placement
is critical. We keep a euthanasia
guide posted in our barn — to
guide us or someone else if we are
unavailable. If you do not know
how to use a gun safely or are
uncomfortable doing so, plan in
advance with someone who can.
With successful shots, the animal
should collapse immediately and

make no effort to get up. The body
goes rigid, though afterward some
muscles may move involuntarily.
Rhythmic breathing stops. The animal may gasp — which is a reflex,
not a struggle to breathe. Eyes re-
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main fixed and open. There will be
no vocalization. The heart continues
to beat for several minutes until
there is no oxygen.
Some recommend captive bolt
guns, more typically seen in slaughter facilities, for those uncomfortable with handguns. There are
two types of captive bolt guns.
Non-penetrating delivers a concussion and stuns the animal, but does
not necessarily kill. Penetrating releases a bolt into the animal’s head
and brain without separating from
the gun. While safer for the handler,
these do not always effectively euthanize and the handler must use a
secondary method such as exsanguination.
The topic of exsanguination
(bleeding out) is controversial.

Some religions practice it as humane, but others counter that the
process is painful and lengthy.
Regardless of the method used, it
is imperative to confirm death by
absence of heartbeat, respiration,
corneal reflex, and onset of rigor
mortis before disposal.
How do you dispose of a dead
animal?
Know the laws regarding animal disposal in your area. Processors and veterinarians manage disposal for you. Different
landfills have different policies.
Rendering plants can collect
animals for a fee. Cremation can
be done by a facility or on-site.
In some areas, the carcass can be
composted or buried following
very specific guidelines.

KAREN KOPF and her husband Dale own Kopf Canyon Ranch in Troy,
Idaho. They enjoy "goating" together and helping others goat. They
raise Kikos primarily, but are experimenting with crosses for their new
favorite goating experience: pack goats! You can learn more about
them at Kopf Canyon Ranch on Facebook or kikogoats.org
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Euthanasia requires thought. Karissima Walker, Walkerwood, South
Carolina knows from experience.
“Sometimes we are too afraid to sit
with the animal entrusted to our
care and consider the choice. Make
a space in your heart and breathe,
don't let someone else (no matter
how trusted, how authoritative)
make that choice for you. You are
responsible for the animal in your
charge, and you must be able to live
with your decision.
“I've said goodbye without
remorse, but it was a decision I
reached on my own, in conjunction
with the animal. You know your
goat best and you are the decision-maker on their behalf. Don't
be afraid of making that choice, but
make it for you and them — never
for someone else.”
Animals in distress need people
around them to remain calm and
comforting. If that isn’t possible,
say goodbye and allow others to
provide care. On our farm, we use
gunshot, and while Dale doesn’t
like doing it, he is better able to
focus and complete that task. I
prepare and soothe the animal,
and stay present, talking to the
animal from behind the line of fire,
until the gun is fired. And then I
cry. Every time. I still cry thinking
about it. Crying is a very natural
response to grief and loss. Allow
for yourself and others to experience the emotions around death.
Michelle Young of Little Leapers
Farm in Maine says, “You'll almost
always second guess yourself or
have some sort of regrets. Hold on
to the good that the animal brought
you and know that you did the best
you could. If possible, learn from
the experience. But most important:
know that in those last moments
you were kind and humane and did
the best you could. Have compassion for your animals and for
yourself.”
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Humane Euthanasia via
Gunshot or Captive Bolt
Developing a euthanasia plan with your veterinarian ensures animal welfare in the worst
situations. While some goat owners prefer other euthanasia methods, this sheet focuses
strictly on the gunshot and captive bolt methods. Check your local laws to ensure all parts of
this tutorial are legal within your area and decide if this is the best plan for your farm.
Equipment

Procedure

You will need the
following items:

Restrain the animal as necessary to ensure they do not hurt you or further stress/injure
themselves. Place the gun at least 30cm from the head, never flush against the head,
for the safety of the person operating the firearm. Aim gun according to diagram.

Restraint
equipment
including
ropes/halters,
squeezes/chutes,
and/or sedatives
Trained firearm
operator
Appropriate firearm
and at least two
bullets OR captive
bolt device
Method of verifying
death, such as
stethoscope

Placement applies for either gunshot or captive bolt methods. Aim between the poll,
with the shot directed at the base of the tongue.
After shooting, check for signs of life. If the animal blinks when the eye is touched,
vocalizes, attempts to move, or shows other signs of consciousness, shoot again.
Lack of eye movement, lack of heartbeat, and lack of breathing for at least
five minutes indicate death.
For your safety, ensure animal is dead before attempting to move it. This may include
waiting up to 30 minutes after euthanasia. Dispose according to local laws.

GOAT

GUN CALIBRE

BULLET

NOTES

Kid

.22 rifle (minimum)

.22 long rifle
hollow-nose

Move kid against a backstop such
as a dirt mound or straw bale.

Adult Goat
(hornless)

.22 rifle (minimum)

.22 long rifle
hollow-nose
.22 magnum

.22 magnum

.22 magnum

.410 shotgun

#4/#6 birdshot

.22 magnum (minimum)

.22 magnum

.410 shotgun

#4/#6 birdshot
1/5 oz. slug

20 gauge shotgun

5/8 oz. slug
#4/#6 birdshot

Mature Buck
Horned Adult

Though birdshot spreads out
in the brain and reduces
over-penetration risk, it is only
safe at very close range. Slugs
are preferred.

backyardgoats.iamcountryside.com
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WEED WARRIORS
by MARISSA AMES

W

HILE TRAVELING BUMPY DIRT ROADS through
the parched desert, passing buzzards sitting on old
fences, many locals don’t know about a verdant
green oasis nestled between rocky hills a short distance away.
Or the goats on the job, 21 days out of the year.
Gloria Montero raises Boer meat goats as her main business but operates Weed Warriors on the side. The Nevada
Division of Forestry hires her for to a marshy area nestled
within private land where Canadian thistle, and a flowering
weed called tall white top, threaten native grasses. Luckily for
both Gloria and the NDoF, tall white top is one of the goats’
favorite foods, and they THRIVE on it! (Just look at those
shiny coats!) Though many goats and goat-grazing operations
exist in the area, the NDoF chooses Weed Warriors because
the goats are clean-tested for CL, CAE, and Johne’s to protect
wildlife from disease that can cross over.
All Weed Warriors are either female or wethers, and goats
under six months of age can’t apply for the job. They receive
vaccines and dewormer before heading out, and the dewormer protects against ticks. Though the goats enjoy the work, it
does take a lot of labor on Gloria’s end, stringing up electric
fencing, walking the perimeter to ensure the fence works, and
caring both the goats and the dogs that guard their herd from
coyotes. Her human employees often include teenagers who
homeschool, so they can study while watching the goats.
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Gloria explains how
eating the flowers
and leaves of tall
white top prevents
it from propagating
the next year.

Goat Journal editor Marissa
Ames poses with wether Legolas
while her husband entertains the
other goats in the background.

One hundred head of goats eats an average of one acre a day of weeds. This particular job involves about 30 acres.
How do the goats control invasive species without harming the native ones? Since goats love
tall white top, they eat it first — primarily the flowers and leaves, which keeps the plants from
producing seeds to spread the next year. They don’t like Canadian thistle as much, so Gloria
sprays that with molasses water. The goats don’t touch the native grasses when they have foods
they prefer, and the NDoF avoids pesticides which will harm nesting birds.
Managing a goat-grazing business takes know-how. Goats will eat anything if you starve them
to it, Gloria says, but that doesn’t mean those weeds are nutritionally valuable. Also, she says,
“You can’t truly eradicate noxious weeds. Goats are just a tool you use for a means of control.”
Anyone can run a goat-grazing operation but they need to understand that it takes a lot of responsibility and work to learn the correct electric fencing and which goats will tolerate the electricity in
order to break free. But usually, if the goats have the foods they love, they stay put.

BACKYARDGOATS.IAMCOUNTRYSIDE.COM
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And what about poisonous plants? Gloria pointed out some poison hemlock but says
it’s not been a problem because of how the grazing is managed. If goats ingest toxins on
an empty stomach, it goes straight to the bloodstream, but a stomach full of tall white top
buffers a little poison hemlock.
Weed Warriors is particular about the jobs they work. They turned down a job for Burning Man because 3,500 acres was just too big, with too much care involved carrying water
back and forth for the goats. Smaller, residential areas don’t make much money, though
they do offer free feed. The more people are around, the more potential problems, and the
goats cannot be left alone. Other people’s dogs are also a big problem, more of a hazard
than all the coyotes in the remote areas.
“To me,” said Gloria, “every job is a learning experience. They’re not all the same. Each
job teaches me something new.”

The camp sits at the edge of the swamp, where the humans can
sleep, prepare meals, and complete homework.
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Does goat-facilitated weed management harm native wildlife? Nope. It
prevents use of toxic pesticides. Plus, the goats are just there for the
leaves and flowers; they don’t trample nests the way other animals or
humans might. Here, the goats ate vegetation but didn't bother the
eggs and babies.

BACKYARDGOATS.IAMCOUNTRYSIDE.COM
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BOER

HOW BIG

WILL MY GOAT GET?

This big boy of the meat goats is
recognizable by its distinctive white
body and red head, although they
can sometimes be fully white or red
or paint. Because of their size, docility, fast growth rate, and high fertility,
these goats quickly gained popularity after their introduction to the U.S.
in 1993. According to Kim Holt of
Holt Meat Goats, kids average eight
pounds at birth, then grow very
quickly, given good nutrition, a good
mom, and a little creep feed to get
them started. Mature Boer does can
weigh between 190-230 pounds, and
mature bucks can weigh between
200–340 pounds and are considered
the largest goat breed raised in the
U.S.

by THERESA MILLER

O

GDEN NASH ONCE WROTE, “The trouble with a kitten is that
eventually, it becomes a cat.” The same holds true for goats. Baby
goats, those adorable bundles of fuzzy playfulness, can steal your
heart. But what happens when that cute bouncy kid grows up?
It depends. Goat sizes vary quite a bit. The smallest adult goat I found
is Ivy, a Pygora in Rice Lake, Minnesota. At 14 months she stood 14.5
inches at the withers and weighed just 16 pounds. The 2018 All Pakistan
Heavy-Weight Champion, an Amritsari named Mastana, weighed over
520 pounds and qualifies as the largest goat. Your goat will fall somewhere
between these two extremes. Let’s take a look at some breeds that can top
200 pounds or 36” (three feet) tall.
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Taylor Reynolds,
Lisa Wiley, and Brian
Hernandez of High Desert Grange, with
Boer buck Fathead, at the Nevada Junior
Livestock Show.

KALAHARI RED

The Kalahari Red, sometimes just
called Kalahari, is another meat
goat of South African origin. The
name comes from the Kalahari Desert, which spans the borders of Botswana, South Africa, and Namibia.

The smallest adult goat I found is Ivy, a
Pygora in Rice Lake, Minnesota. At 14
months she stood 14.5 inches at the
withers and weighed just 16 pounds.
The 2018 All Pakistan Heavy-Weight
Champion, an Amritsari named Mastana, weighed over 520 pounds and
qualifies as the largest goat.
The most distinct visual characteristic of this goat breed is its red color.
Does range from 145-165 pounds,
and bucks 230-254 pounds.

SAVANNA

Some people think of Savannas
as “white Boer goats.” This is not
true. Although they come from the
same continent, they have different
genetic backgrounds. The North
American Savanna Association
states a fully pigmented white
goat is the ideal. Does range from
125-195 pounds, and bucks 200-250
pounds.

SAANEN

The largest goat breed of the Swiss
dairy goats, Saanens originated in the
Saanen Valley of Switzerland. They
first came to the US in the early 1900s.
Saanen goats are white or cream in
color with medium-sized erect ears
and a straight or dished face. Around
the world, they are considered the
heaviest milk producers, producing
one to three gallons per day during a
lactation period of about 305 days. The
American Goat Society sets a minimum size for this breed at 135 pounds
and 30” for does and 160 pounds and
32” for bucks. That’s a minimum.

Aluminum folding goat stands
Proudly Made in Vermont by
High Country Aluminum Products
Tel 802-281-8245
Toll Free 877-274-2721
www.HighCountryAluminum.com
More info & photos of stands at:
www.BirchRidgeFarm.com/
goatstands.html

Kalahari Red goat. Photo credit: Okorie Kalahari Reds in Togo, Africa.
BACKYARDGOATS.IAMCOUNTRYSIDE.COM
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Dwite Sharp of Paradise Ranch Packgoats regularly breeds Saanens that
reach 290 pounds and 40”.

ALPINE

The Alpine goat, or French Alpine,
was developed in the Swiss Alps.
They were imported to the US via
France in 1922. Displaying erect ears
and medium to short hair, Alpines
come in all colors and combinations.
They are known for their good milking capacity and are one of the more
popular pack goat breeds. Mature
does usually weigh 135-155 pounds
and stand 30’’-35’’ at the withers.
Bucks usually weigh 176-220 pounds
and stand 32’’-40” at the withers.

KIKO

This meat goat, named for the
Maori word for flesh or meat, was
developed in New Zealand in the
1980s. Kiko goats are bred for hardiness, weight, conformation, and productivity, and have compact, mus-

SH BabyFace Nelson, a full-blood South
African Savanna goat owned by Mike and Allison Rosauer of Three Oaks Goats in Spurger,
Texas, starred on the cover of the May/June
2019 issue of Goat Journal.
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Mature Boer does can weigh 190 to 230
pounds, and mature bucks can weigh between 200 and 340 pounds and are considered the largest goat breed raised in the U.S.

cular bodies. Does weigh 100-180
pounds and stand 28” at the withers.
Bucks weigh 250-300 pounds and
stand 30.5” at the withers.

MIXES AND MEDIUMS

Dwite Sharp, of Paradise Ranch
Packgoats, says his biggest goats are
Sabors, which are a mix of Saanen
and Boer. “We’ve had some of those
in that actually get up over 300
pounds and the tallest one we’ve
had stood 41 inches at the withers.”
Other large hybrids include Boki
(Boer-Kiko), Sako (Savanna-Kiko),
Sabo (Savanna-Boer), and Tex-Master (Myotonic and Boer).
Although the official weight
ranges of medium-sized breeds like
the Anglo-Nubian, LaMancha, and
Toggenburg goats are under 200
pounds, some goats obviously don’t
read the guidelines.
Dwite has bred some fairly goodsized Toggenburgs and Nubians,
getting them over 200 pounds.
Despite the size, he isn’t a fan of
Nubians as pack goats. “They’re not
very athletic,” he said. “You have
a hard time getting them to jump
over things or jump up on something. That’s something we haven’t
been able to fix.”
Goat Journal editor, Marissa Ames,
owns several breeds of goats. Although she has never weighed them,
she says her Toggenburg doe “is
definitely my biggest and her babies
are huge.” She added that she had
some LaMancha bucks for a while.
“And those guys were monsters.”

Space Requirements

Now that we’ve answered how
big goats get and the largest goat
breeds, the next question is how
much space do goats need? The
answer is, again, it depends. The
general rule is two to 10 goats per
acre of pastureland. That’s quite a
spread. Bigger goats, dry pasture,
less leafy or brushy growth, and
higher nutritional needs, such as lactating nannies, all bring you closer
to the smaller number. If you plan to
add goats to cattle, you can add one
to two goats per head of cattle.
For people with goats, who don’t
have access to pastureland, it is okay
to keep them in pens and provide
them with hay, grain, and water.
These goats need a bare minimum
of 250 square feet of dry lot per goat.
Goats that get exercised regularly,
like pack goats and brush goats,
need less space than those that stay
in the pens or pasture full time.
Whether you use pasture or pen,
if you live in a climate with cold
winters, you also need indoor space
for does and kids. The rule of thumb
here is 20 square feet per doe.

Start Small

Think of not only how big goats
get but how quickly herds can grow.
Goats reach sexual maturity quickly
and have relatively short gestations.
Your herd could double in as little
as a year. Just don’t start too small.
Remember that goats are social animals, so you need at least two.

IF YOU HAVE GOATS,
YOU NEED...

=The most effective teat disinfectant to prevent mastitis
=Lower cell counts, treatment costs and cull rates
=Excellent general use disinfectant for: injection sites, any cut or
wound, navels on newborn kids and udder dermatitis (udder rot)

1-800-656-6007 | www.FightBac.com
BACKYARDGOATS.IAMCOUNTRYSIDE.COM
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Your Goat’s DNA
Could be the
Clincher for Your
Goat Pedigree
A little look into DNA testing
and a unique approach
by PEGGY BOONE, OWNER OF IGSCR-IDGR

ETHEL’S STORY:

I am Ethel. Peggy purchased me in 2010, but when I
was young nobody chose to keep records of my birth
or parents or even register me. But Peggy believed I
was a purebred Nigerian Dwarf and she also that I
would provide value to her herd of dairy goats in milk
production and conformation.
When I went to a show, the judge said he wished this
one registered goat in my class had as perfect of an
udder as I have. My udder is very high and tight, with
great fore-udder and medial attachments. It deflates
well, and I’m super easy to milk. I produced half a
gallon a day at peak.
Even though I have passed on, I have left a lasting legacy in Peggy’s herd. She believed in me, even
though others didn’t.
Peggy now owns the dairy goat registry that showed
who I really am. She even had the DNA lab create a
Nigerian Dwarf Purity (breed comparison) test, to see
if there were other breeds in my background. My great
granddaughter Northern Dawn CCJ Stripe’s Choco
Moon was used to test the accuracy of the new Nigerian Dwarf DNA Purity test, with a score of .812. My
great granddaughter shows no other breeds, except for
Nigerian Dwarf. While I have a body style like the older Nigerian Dwarfs, Choco Moon is very refined. If you
didn’t know that my pedigree is unknown, you would
swear that Choco Moon was a 100% purebred Nigerian
Dwarf. So yes, I have stamped a strong mark on Peggy’s herd. I want to thank her for believing in me.
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How does DNA testing help out registrations?
Some goat registries request DNA samples to verify
parentage. All too often we, as breeders, don’t have
time to put identification on our babies at birth. After
time, many babies look the same, or there may be a
buck breakout. Some are bred using the wild or commercial herd techniques, where multiple bucks or does
are put together. There are those few breeders who
either knowingly or unknowingly say that an animal is
this breed or goat, when in fact it is quite the opposite.
There times of pure deception. Many registries run
across this, so this is where Parentage testing comes
into play.
At International Goat, Sheep, Camelid Registry we
have gone one step further. We partnered with a DNA
lab and are creating a breed purity (comparison) test
for Nigerian Dwarf and Nubian goats. This is no small
feat, because most goat breeds are new enough in
breed creation that there just is not enough DNA to test
all breeds for purity. The test does not necessarily show
what herd book level the goat should be in (Grade,
American, or Purebred), perhaps because each creates
their herd books just a little differently. We have found
that this test seems pretty accurate for picking out various breeds that might be in a goat’s DNA.
So how can a DNA Purity test help in a registration
certificate and pedigree? So many goats out there are
registered but no ID is placed on them. Many purebred
goats have no information, often because of defiance of
identification laws, or breeders not knowing why they

should keep records and registrations. It also happens due to politics
within many registries.
We at IGSCR are working with
a little Nigerian Dwarf doe whose
sire’s registration paper was lost.
All her other ancestors are registered. This little gal has old Nigerian Dwarf bloodlines and has
immaculate conformation and
udder. She is an amazing doe.
So, for registration purposes, we
suggested that her owner does the
DNA Purity test.
DNA Testing for Registrations and
Pedigree:
Marker: basis all other DNA tests.
Parentage: use of Marker of offspring against parents to determine
who is the dam and/or sire.
Purity: testing for breed purity levels and shows if there are any goat
breeds in the animal of the twelve
breeds tested.
How to sample for DNA:

• IGSCR asked members for DNA
of known crossbreds and grades.
Our goal was to completely mess
up the lab test, as we created the
test. We wanted to show if it would
show crossbreeding and what
breeds. Also, to see if the goats who
should be of no other breed showed
as the herd level that we have
placed the animal in. We found the
test to be quite accurate.
• Nigerian Dwarf limitation. Many
of us are quite confident that many
of the modern Nigerian Dwarf
are not actually fully West African
descent, but rather WAD crossed
with other breeds back in early
years to create more showing goats.

PEGGY BOONE AND HER HUSBAND live on a little plot of land in Utah.
They raise dairy goats and Peggy also runs the small dairy goat registry
International Goat, Sheep, Camelid Registry (formerly IDGR). Her interests
are natural raising of livestock, genealogy, horses. Contact the IGSCR and
Peggy Boone at https://www.igscr-idgr.com/ and idgrfiber@gmail.com.

Products you can Trust at Prices you can Afford

Take hair from a clean dry place on
the body such as brisket, withers
hips. Use pliers near the skin and
take a quick jerk. You want the
hair follicle and the hair. Place hair
in a clean paper envelop and seal
it. Write full name of goat on the
sample.
How IGSCR and the lab created
the Purity Test for Nigerian Dwarf
and Nubian:

What we are left with currently are
tests of using the modern Nigerian
Dwarf. We, at IGSCR, are searching
for herds who trace back to direct
West African Dwarf imports, for
DNA.

PowerPost

www.powerflexfence.com

• No preconceived notion of what
breed the goat could or should be.
• Breeds tested were Alpine
(American), Boer, Kiko, LaMancha,
Nigerian Dwarf (modern version),
Nubian, Oberhasli, Pygmy (American), Saanen (American), Savanna,
Spanish goat, Toggenburg.
• Q-value ratings were created from
analysis: .8 or higher inclusion into
the breed, .7-.8 grey zone (Suggestive crossbreeding), .1-.7 indicative
of crossbreeding.

Electrifiable

Hi-Tensile Woven Wire

Full Line of

Permanent & Portable Fencing
Order on-line or call for Catalog

417-741-1230

info@powerflexfence.com
BACKYARDGOATS.IAMCOUNTRYSIDE.COM
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Keep Goats Hydrated with a

Homemade Electrolyte Recipe
by ANN ACCETTA-SCOTT

I

t is imperative to keep goats
hydrated during illness. Scours
is often an indication of underlying illness or that they have eaten
something they should not have. Be
prepared with the necessary ingredients for this homemade electrolyte recipe.
The opportunity to raise goats is
incredible, however, with having
them on the property comes a lot
of responsibility. Goats are human
garbage cans if given the chance.
Often, they consume many things
they should not, which often leads
to a case of scours in goats.
Once the rumen becomes unsettled or an illness sets in, the goat’s
health can decline. One minute
goats are healthy, bouncy creatures
chewing a cud and enjoying the
day. However, in the blink of an

eye, you could have a very ill goat
on your hands.

Scours in Goats

One of the very first signs a goat
is not well is the presence of scours,
also known as diarrhea. Sadly,
death can occur if this condition
is left untreated. However, if the
condition is mild enough, a bout of
scours will clear up on its own with
no explanation as to what caused it.
A goat with a mild case of scours
will often act no different. The goat
remains healthy in appearance and
will eat and drink normally with no
indications of being anemic, weak,
or having a fever. For precautionary
reasons offer electrolytes to ensure
the goat remains hydrated during
this uncomfortable time. Contact a
veterinarian the moment any of the

A goat with a mild case of scours will
often act no different. Severe cases of scours
are obvious. The goat doesn't eat or drink,
maintains a fever, becomes lethargic or
anemic, and has a severe case of diarrhea.
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conditions mentioned here begin
to appear or if the scours do not go
away within your (or the goat’s)
comfort level.
Severe cases of scours are obvious. The goat displays illness by not
eating or drinking, maintaining a
fever, becoming lethargic or anemic, and having a severe case of
diarrhea. Contact your veterinarian
immediately and offer electrolytes
in the meantime to keep the goat
hydrated.
What causes scours in goats could
be one, or more, of the following
reasons:
• consuming excessive amounts of
grain
• stress
• coccidiosis
• excessive worm load
• sudden change in feed or hay
• reaction to medicine
• consuming vegetation that is not
easily digestible
• the worse-case scenario: an unknown illness
Many goat keepers instinctively
treat for worms. Prior to offering a
dewormer, it is beneficial to know
which type of worms are common

in your area. Also, gather a stool
sample for your veterinarian to
determine the best course of action
to begin treatment.

Dehydration in Goats

A severe case of scours will lead
to dehydration. If this should occur,
immediately offer electrolytes multiple times within a 24-hour period.
Contact a livestock veterinarian if
the goat shows no signs of improvement.
Telltale signs that a goat is dehydrated include:
• weakness
• dry nose
• weight loss
• sticky gums
• sunken eyes
• pinch test — the skin is slow to
return to normal
When dealing with dehydration
in baby goats, it is imperative to
contact your livestock veterinarian immediately. Dehydration can
cause a baby goat's health to decline
quickly, and more times than not,
lead to death.

Homemade Electrolytes

Upon the first sign of scours, offer
an electrolyte to prevent dehydration. Instead of reaching for an
over-the-counter option, you can
make this recipe with ingredients
from the pantry. These four basic ingredients will help to restore liquids
in an ill goat.
INGREDIENTS
• 2 teaspoons baking soda
• 2 teaspoon salt (we use fine sea
salt)
• ½ cup molasses or raw honey
• 4 quarts of warm water
EQUIPMENT
A drenching syringe is a musthave tool for all who raise goats.
It safely administers electrolytes,
medication, and dewormers.

When dealing with dehydration in baby goats, it
is imperative to contact your livestock veterinarian immediately. Dehydration can cause a baby
goat's health to decline quickly, and more times
than not, lead to death.
• one-gallon mason jar
• drenching syringe, 50 mL
• silicone mixing spoon
INSTRUCTIONS
1. Add all ingredients into the
one-gallon mason jar; mix until all
ingredients have dissolved.
2. Fill the drenching syringe; drench
to the goat immediately.
3. Continue to drench the goat every two hours for a 12-hour period.
Also, scours deplete the gut of
beneficial bacteria, so offer a natural
(if available) probiotic to reintroduce good bacteria to the gut. See
below the list of healthy probiotics
which can be offered. During this
time, slowly reintroduce healthy
bacteria back into the rumen by offering fermented foods, plain water
kefir, kombucha, or a manufactured
product known as Probios.

How to Drench a Goat

Goats are not calm or trusting
animals by nature. They sense that
something not normal is about to
happen, and their guard heightens.
This often makes drenching a goat
difficult for both the goat and keeper.
It is easiest to drench a goat with
the help of another individual. A
milking stand also helps in these

circumstances. If a milking stand is
unavailable, refer to plan B: Guide
the goat to the corner of the barn or
stall, to prevent the goat from backing away from you. Next, pin the
goat between the wall and yourself,
leaning your body weight into the
goat to prevent it from escaping.
Do not administer the electrolytes
to a goat that is down and unresponsive.
Tips on how to drench a goat:
1. With one hand, hold under the
mouth and lift the head.
2. Gently pry open the mouth.
3. Insert the drenching syringe
toward the back of the mouth.
4. In order to prevent choking,
slowly release the goat electrolyte
from the drenching syringe.

Keep Goats Hydrated

Knowing how and why it is
necessary to keep goats hydrated is
beneficial for emergency purposes.
But sometimes even the best treatment does not rid a goat of a mild
case of scours. This necessitates a
call to the veterinarian.
Many natural remedies consist of
items from the pantry, whereas, others
must be purchased. Make sure to have
necessary items on hand to treat conditions until a veterinarian arrives.

ANN ACCETTA-SCOTT homesteads on two acres in Washington State, raising
poultry, goats, and rabbits. She is an educator and encourager of all who are
seeking to live a more sustainable lifestyle. Ann is also the face behind the
website A Farm Girl in the Making and author of The Farm Girl’s Guide to
Preserving the Harvest.
Website: afarmgirlinthemaking.com
Instagram: instagram.com/afarmgirlinthemaking/
YouTube: youtube.com/afarmgirlinthemaking/
Facebook: facebook.com/afarmgirlinthemaking/
BACKYARDGOATS.IAMCOUNTRYSIDE.COM
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Training Goats to

Electric Fencing
by TRACY LYNN

I

N TODAY’S WORLD OF MODERN HOMESTEADING, many young
families look into adding goats to their home — and that is something I
love to hear.
Goats are some of the most wonderful, quirky, and rewarding creatures,
but like any animal, they come with challenges. As long as you are prepared before they arrive, the adjustment will be much more enjoyable for
both you and them.
Potential goat owners often ask about fencing. Goats can be pretty
impressive escape artists. With their love of climbing, this should be no
surprise. Give a goat a mountain, and they will most definitely climb it.
Choose a fence that will keep your goats where you want them but also
keep dangerous predators out.
My favorite fence for all my goats is electric fence netting. It is easy to
set up and move, is surprisingly effective, and training on it is typically a
breeze.
Electric fence netting is a woven fence that consists of panels separated
by insulated stakes. These stakes have one or two prongs that are easily
pushed into the ground with your foot or hand. Most fence netting gets
power using a solar box and a grounding rod. You do not need a full sunny day to power your fence. An overcast sky will keep the fence working.
The box stores power, keeping the fence hot even after dark.
This type of fencing is sturdy in almost all types of weather. Though it
will stand up well in a strong wind and heavy storms, it is always a good
idea to check your fence at least weekly by walking the line and adjusting
where needed.
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Note: This type of fencing does
not work well in heavy snow.
To ensure your fence has a solid
current at all times, keep the base of
the fence mowed down. We mow
our base twice a month in spring and
monthly as summer heats up. If you
are using this fence in a weedy area, a
weed-whacker will do the job well.
The key with any electric fencing
is train your goats to respect it.
The unique design of the netting is
hot all the way to the ground and
targets the most sensitive spot on
the animal: the nose, and the woven nature encourages animals to
touch it, giving them a shock when
they do. Once shocked, an animal
usually does not need to be shocked
again. This keeps our animals in
and predators out, allowing our
herd to graze safely.
To train a herd of goats on electric fencing, you will need at least
one of them to get shocked. If they
know touching a fence results in
a painful zap, they will be sure to
avoid that fence. Before you begin
training, get your fence set up and
into place. Choose a spot for your
solar box that is in full sun at all
times, to ensure a strong current.
Once the fence is in place, unhook
the solar box and bring your goats

Goats can be
pretty impressive
escape artists.
With their love of
climbing, this
should be no
surprise. Give a
goat a mountain,
and they will most
definitely climb it.

in one by one. You may want to
have a second person inside the
fence with the goats to make sure
they stay back from until the fence
is hot.
Once you move your goats, turn
on your fence while you remain inside with your herd. This will help
them establish that the inside area is
safe. Walk the perimeter a few times
to show them the boundaries. Goats
are natural pack animals, and if you
lead one goat, the rest will follow.
As the goats get used to their
surroundings, they will explore.
If they come close to the fence, do
not chase them back. You actually
want them to get zapped. I know
it doesn’t sound like a loving goat
owner, inflicting pain on their
animals, but it is an important step,
especially for the young kids.
They need to understand that
the fence hurts to ensure they stay
away from it. The shock doesn’t
sting too badly. Trust me, I’ve
done the legwork. It feels like a
heavy long-lasting static shock. It’s
enough to stop a goat in their tracks
but not enough to hurt them.
The sting of the fence is also effective at predator protection. Keeping
your fence hot at all times will deter
outside animals from getting in
even after dark. From small to large
animals, as long as your fence is
properly installed and maintained,
your herd will remain safe.
The trick to training your goats
effectively is to take your time with
them. Do not ever force your goats
up against the fence. Allow them to
get there on their own time.
Usually, a curious goat willreceive
their first zap directly on their nose.
Getting shocked in this sensitive
area will help them understand that
the fence is nothing to be messed
with. Most goats only need the zap
once. Goats are incredibly intelligent, and once they know…they
really know.
Young goat kids may need more
time to learn, and for that reason,

you will want to watch them closely
in the beginning. When training
kids, stay next to the solar box.
Sometimes when a young kid gets
shocked, instead of jumping back,
they dart forward. This can get them
stuck in the fence netting, receiving a
continuous shock. If you are close to
the solar box, you can quickly turn
it off and safely remove the kid. This
is a rarity but something to keep in
mind when training.
In rare cases, you may have a
goat determined to run through the

fence and escape. Either find a new
way to contain this goat or find a
new home altogether. Goats learn
by example, and you do not want
the herd learning to escape from
your fence. Remember your goal
is the safety of your animals and
keeping them where you know they
are safe at all times.
Once your goats are fully trained,
you can open up a whole new
world of lazy afternoons grazing in
the sun. Which is fun for them and
you as well.

TRACY LYNN is a homesteader in Pennsylvania where she raises goats,
chickens, ducks, and more. She teaches others how to begin their own
journeys with homesteading on her blog, Simplelivingcountrygal.com.
(www.simplelivingcountrygal.com) Raising goats for close to nine years
now, she has a fond love for this entertaining animal. Teaching folks how
to raise a healthy and competent herd through basic training techniques
is what she finds the most rewarding. You can also find her on Facebook.
(facebook.com/SimpleLivingCountryGal/)
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STEARNS DIAMOND
SAVANNA RANCH
I

by KENDRA PAULTON

F YOU DRIVE DOWN ONE OF many dirt roads in western South Dakota, you might expect to see
countless herds of horses and cattle. But goats? Those are a rarity. For one Custer County family,
however, goats are a way of life.
Dalton and Dani Stearns are building their family’s dream cattle and goat ranch with a lot of hard
work, intentionality, and persistence. Together, they raise their three children, Dierk, Dillon, and Donna, to appreciate the agricultural lifestyle that they both enjoyed as children.

You read all of those things
in the Savanna pamphlets
and you hear stories, but
I didn’t believe the full
difference until we lived
through it ourselves.
38

GOAT JOURNAL | july/august 2020

Dalton grew up on a
working cattle ranch just
a couple of miles north
of their current place
and says that starting
his own operation near
home has been part of
the dream all along.
Dani grew up on a
small acreage outside
of Watertown, South
Dakota where she was
an active member of 4-H
and FFA. Following high
school, she acquired an
Equine Science degree
through Laramie County
Community College in
Cheyenne, Wyoming.
She and Dalton met when Dani
was in high school and he was
a welding student at Lake Area
Technical College in Watertown.
“He followed me to Cheyenne,” she
laughed. “And we got married in
2010.”
After a year of working on a
ranch in Wyoming, they moved
back to Watertown where Dalton
taught welding at Lake Area Tech
and Dani taught Equine Management. It was in this phase of life
that their journey with goats began.
“One of my non-traditional
students had goats, and I helped
her work them for a day,” Dani
recalled. “I was hooked.”
First, they bought a dairy/Boer
cross doe they called “Charlotte”
and a Boer wether as a friend. Next
came a Boer doe with her Savanna-cross triplets.
When the college closed down the
Equine program Dani taught, Dalton and Dani began the real work
of making their long-term dream a
reality: purchasing their own slice
of heaven back in western South
Dakota near Dalton’s family.

letter,” Dani said. “It all
went back to that extra
effort of being intentional and personal."
By this time, Dalton
and Dani’s herd had
grown to 35 does. Along
the way, their preference
for South African Savannas also grew, and they
expanded their herd with
new goals in mind.

Why South African
Savannas?

and meetings, they wrote a heartfelt letter to the owners of the land
which they hoped to purchase.
“Our loan officer told us that
the reason the sellers accepted our
offer — even though they had other
higher offers — was because of that

South African Savanna
goats were developed
in 1955 in South Africa
with the aid of natural
selection of the indigenous goats of
the area.
According to Pedigree International, “The original breeders
valued traits that would ensure
the survival of a profitable animal

The limited genetics of the Savanna create a
challenge for the breeder. The Ballifs specialize
in resurrecting old Savanna bloodlines from
the past, crossing them with current lines, thus
creating exceptional “Modern Antiques”. They
have traveled to acquire distinct bloodlines to
introduce into their breeding program. They have
been performing Artificial Insemination and Embryo
Transplants using the semen from original import progeny.
Sleepy Hollow is able to offer breeders original genetics
that are all DNA Parentage Verified! If you are searching
for that special Savanna that will set you herd apart,
contact Sleepy Hollow Farm today!

New Beginnings

Utilizing Farm Service Agency’s
Beginning Farmer/Rancher program, the couple spent months preparing business plans and cash flow
worksheets. Amidst the paperwork
BACKYARDGOATS.IAMCOUNTRYSIDE.COM
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Your time,
maintenance,
worming, input,
health costs … if
you break it down,
it’s cheaper to
have Savannas.
under unfavorable environmental
conditions. The result is a meat
goat that demonstrates exceptional
hardiness, the breed moves easily
and can, if necessary, travel long
distances in search of fodder and
water.”
Between their unique affinity for
mothering and their robust heartiness, these special white-haired meat
goats quickly won Dani’s heart.
“We found that Savannas really
are easier [than Boers],” Dani said.
“When we only had a mixed group
of eight goats, I lost two Boers to
parasites, but not a single Savanna.
That really sold me.
“In my first year of kidding out a
larger group of 53,” she continued,
“I had so many problems with my
Boers — lack of mothering, weak
kids… But we had 16 first-time
Savanna moms and absolutely no
issues with them.
“You read all of those things in
the Savanna pamphlets and you
hear stories, but I really didn’t
believe the full difference until we
lived through it ourselves.”
“On our operation, we do everything with low input in mind,”
Dani explained. “Everything is
treated exactly the same. Half of
our herd is Boer and half are 50% or
better Savanna, and we treat them
all the same … but we have lost
way more Boer to parasites.”
Their management style keeps
cost at the forefront of their minds.
“We buy good-quality grass hay,
but we don’t feed our does any
40
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grain or alfalfa. In the summertime,
they are out on pasture for 12 hours
a day and we call them back in.”
With their goats being pasture
raised, Stearns says selecting replacements is easy. “The ones that still have
good frame at weaning time, those are
the keepers,” she explained. “Then we
give a small amount of grain and you
can really see them grow.”
Their average kid birth weight is
seven pounds, but their full blood
Savannas average 55 pounds at
weaning time. “That’s a huge gain
in three months,” she said.
Unlike many traditional breeders,
the Stearns refrain from flushing
the does at breeding time. “We just
focus on feeding well all the time so
that they retain better. Last year, we
had seven sets of triplets and a few
sets of quads. I think it kind of just
goes to genetics and how you feed
all the time.”
The genesis of the Diamond
Savanna Ranch genetics began with
20 full-bloods hailing from Crane
Creek and Mincey Goat Farm. In

2019, they purchased a full-blood
buck from the Y8 bloodline to aid
in correcting some issues and add
height to the herd.
“Our breeding program plan is
to diversify our Savanna genetics
to add some height to some of our
does, and uniform them out as a
whole. In our program, we look for
a good all-around goat.
“We want to be sure of what we
have,” she explained. “We are going
for low input. We know we have good
gains, so if we do choose to move to
higher input, we will get great gains.
“Heartiness is so important. After
all, you can’t sell a sick or a dead
goat.”
Conformation is at the top of her
priorities. “At the end of the day,
whether they are breeding stock,
commercial, or market — they are a
meat goat, and their conformation
has to reflect that.”
Currently, the Diamond Savanna
Ranch maintains around 80 does
and two bucks, from a range of
market Boers to registered full-

blood Savanna breeding stock.
“Ideally, we would like to be back
down to around 30 total goats, all
Savannas,” Dani said. “But for now,
this works for us.”
Dani registers all of her percentage and full-blood Savannas
through Pedigree International, an
independently held registry service.
“There are multiple types of Savannas, and multiple Savanna registries,”
Dani explained. “We raise South
African Savannas, which are different
than North American Savannas.”
Dani appreciates Pedigree International’s diligence and ethics.
“Pedigree International is a
community of breeders working
together to make a better breed as a
whole while sticking with the original standards,” Dani said. “They
are strong people who keep that
high standard and stick with it even
through adversity. I like that.
“They have never wavered from
the original breed standards. And for
me … that’s what I’m looking for.”
Dalton and Dani plan to have a
couple of their full-bloods for sale at
PI’s Savanna Spectacular auction in
Springfield, Missouri in September.
The couple suggests to anybody
starting out in goats to do your
homework before jumping in.
“Know the basics and have somebody to call,” Dani said. “We all
make a lot of mistakes at the beginning. We aren’t even done making
mistakes! But stick with who you are
and the program that you want.”
She said it’s true that Savannas
are more expensive up front than
Boers, but she encourages beginners
to consider the true costs.
“When you compare your hearty
Savanna versus a cheaper Boer,
you’re going to put more money
into that Boer maintaining its health
than you will that Savanna. It’s
just the breed characteristics. Your
time, maintenance, worming, input,
health costs … if you break it down,
it’s cheaper to have Savannas.”
The relationships Dani forms
with her customers is one of her

favorite parts of the whole business.
“I enjoy talking about all things
goat and learning from each other.
It’s just fun.”
But the most important part and
where Dalton and Dani are truly
“living the dream” is in seeing their
children embrace the agricultural
lifestyle they both love so much.
“I love my son watching the goats
kid out,” Dani said. “At only four

years old, Dierk understands the
whole process. I wouldn’t put him
in a stall with a cow, but he can help
me with goats.”
“Passing this on to my kids is one
of those, ‘I’m doing it right’ moments.”
You can connect with the Stearns family at http://bardoubled.
wixsite.com or on Facebook at
Diamond Savanna Ranch.
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It’s Not Just
a Hobby...
by RACHAEL LEYSTRA

O

n November 1, 2019, I traveled to Indianapolis, Indiana to the National FFA Convention
to receive my American FFA degree. This was
extremely emotional for me. I was so proud of all that
I had accomplished throughout my time in FFA, but
I was also a little sad because this would close a very
important chapter in my life.
I hadn’t thought a lot about how this would feel until
I was working on a discussion post for one of my classes, and I talked about my journey raising and showing
goats. At the end of the post, I called it just a hobby…
Maybe that’s what others would call it, but not me. It
was so much more to me than just a hobby.
I had been in 4-H for as long as I can remember, and
in 4-H you can take up projects to learn more. I had
taken up a few projects, but I hadn’t found one that I
was truly passionate about. That all changed for me in
seventh grade. A new member who raised goats joined
our group. She was willing to be the project leader and
was looking to recruit some members to join the project. I said to myself, why not?
At the time, I was going through a really rough patch
in my life: I didn’t really have any friends, I was being
bullied a lot, and if I’m being completely honest, I
didn’t really have much of a will to live and I think I
was looking for something to distract myself from the
pain that I felt. So, I joined the goat project. I went to
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the first meeting and all we did was spend time with
her goats. I fell in love instantly, and when it was time
to leave, I told my mom right away that I wanted a
goat. I was shot down and she told me that I had to
wait because it was only the first meeting. She wanted
to make sure that I was going to stick through with it
before I had a goat of my own.
I can be very stubborn, especially when it comes to
something that I REALLY WANT. For the next year, I
practically begged my mom for a goat. However, then
she pointed out that we live within the town limits,
so we were unable to keep farm animals at our house.
That was when someone encouraged me to petition the
Village Board to be able to keep goats at my house in
town.
This is truly the moment that this whole crazy
journey started. I wrote a letter and presented it to
the Village Board, stating that I wanted to change the
ordinance for village members to be able to keep three
goats and five chickens within the town limits. This
was shot down, pretty much immediately. Looking
back, I think I may have been a tad too ambitious.
That’s when a board member suggested that I apply for
a Conditional Use Permit instead. I graciously agreed.

Maybe that’s what others would
call it, but not me. It was so much
more to me than just a hobby.
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There were two more meetings after this: one was to
get it on the agenda in the first place for the board
members to vote on it, and the second was the actual
vote. I spent both meetings presenting information
and answering questions from the board members and
community members. When the second meeting finally
arrived, after two or three months of going through
this process, I was a nervous wreck. The time came for
the board to vote and the vote was four to two. It was
in my favor.
I was so excited! I was finally getting my goats! I
spent the next month searching breeders to find the
perfect goat and I found Alanna, an American Alpine.
I also bought a Nigerian Dwarf goat that I named
Brooke, both from a breeder in Cashton, Wisconsin.

Now why am I bringing all of
this up? Because all of this,
the ups and the downs that
happened throughout this
journey, saved my life, quite
honestly. It gave me a reason to want to keep living.
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On a Sunday afternoon, my family made a trip to pick
them up. This was the start of RL’s Little Dream Farm.
From here, I did a lot with my goats. I traveled
around the state of Wisconsin showing them. I met a
lot of new people and made friends from all over the
United States. I joined the FFA at my school. I had the
story of getting my goats published in a magazine.
I also was on TV on the local news channel with my
goats. I traveled to Kentucky and showed my goats at
the National goat show with my best friend at the time.
I also showed at the county and state fair.
I could tell you a lot more things that I did with my
goats but that would take a lot more time, so I’m going
to cut to the point that I wanted to make. From seventh
grade to my senior year of high school, there were so
many times that I heard the same thing: “It’s just a
hobby.” There would be times that I complained about
something and people would tell me, “Oh please, it
can’t be that hard. It’s just a hobby.”
They couldn’t be more wrong. You see, they don’t see all
the stuff behind the scenes; they only see what I’ve shown
them. They didn’t see that girl who struggled to clip her
goat because at the time she didn’t have a milk stand. They
only saw a goat that was ready for show. They didn’t see
me cry and cry because the goat that I had won from an
essay contest died; they saw me give a sweet goodbye and
then get a new goat. They didn’t see that girl who sat in the
barn for days waiting for her favorite goat to kid, and when
Alanna finally did have her kids, it wasn’t an easy labor
and I lost one of her kids and almost lost her. They only
saw a post that she finally had her babies.
Now why am I bringing all of this up? Because all of
this, the ups and the downs that happened throughout
this journey, saved my life, quite honestly. It gave me a
reason to want to keep living. So, showing goats wasn’t
just a hobby for me, it was a huge part of my life. That’s
why it bothers me when people say stuff like, “It was
just a hobby.” Because they don’t know the half of it.
My life has followed a different path than I first
thought it would. For a long time, I thought I would
pursue a degree in agriculture. However, life changes and now I am in my third year of studying Hotel,
Restaurant, Tourism Management and Golf Enterprise
Management. I also have a minor in Spanish. On that
day when I put on my blue FFA jacket for the last time,
I got emotional because this was the last page of this
chapter in my life. It’s tough to swallow. But I can look
back at all of this and smile because, without any of it, I
don’t know that I would be where I am now.
Don’t cut someone’s passion down by saying things
like, “It’s just a hobby.” You never know what something might mean to someone. For those of you that
have a passion similar to mine, my advice to you is to
never let anyone cut it down. Stand tall and be proud
of what you’re doing.

Geneec Improvement
Programs
set ADGA apart

A community of the most
trusted dairy goat breeders.
adga.org/join
BACKYARDGOATS.IAMCOUNTRYSIDE.COM
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LIVESTOCK GUARDIAN DOG
BREED COMPARISON

WHICH LGD IS BEST TO PROTECT YOUR GOATS?

by REBECCA SANDERSON

Mastiff and sheep near Lagunas de Somoza (León, Spain).

L

ivestock guardian dogs have
been utilized throughout
Europe and parts of Asia for
thousands of years, but they are just
starting to gain traction throughout
North America. There are quite
a few breeds to choose from, and
some are harder to find than others,
especially in the United States. If
you are considering a dog for your
herd, research the individual traits
to find what will best suit your
specific needs

of their herd. They bond with the
animals, living with them and protecting them from goat predators.
Most livestock guardian breeds
are very independent, not needing
much human instruction. They
often prefer to make their own decisions regarding their herd and how
they respond to threats. They are
all large dogs, able to fight against
wolves, large cats, and even bears.
All but one rare breed of livestock
guardian dog possess a double coat

of hair. While the outer coat varies
in length and texture by breed, this
double coat with the soft undercoat provides excellent insulation
against extreme weather, both hot
and cold.ee!

Livestock Guardian Dog Breed
Comparison
Consult this livestock guardian
dog breed comparison to help
determine the best dog for farm
protection in your area.

History and Background

Livestock guardian dogs have
been selectively bred for literally thousands of years to possess
specific traits. Some of these traits
include having a very low “prey
drive.” This means that they have
virtually no instinct to hunt, stalk,
kill, or consume prey. Guardian
breeds are also incredibly protective
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There are many breeds to choose from,
and some are harder to find than others. If
you are considering a dog for your herd,
research the individual traits to find what
will best suit your specific needs.

An Armenian Gampr dog watching his goats. Photo courtesy of Pia Wood, Old Washoe Ranch.

AKBASH DOG — Originating from
Turkey the Akbask dog is a popular choice and works well in both
open range and fenced pastures.
They will protect early and from all
predators, including people they do
not know. They bond strongly with
their herd and possess strong maternal instincts toward the animals.
Akbash dogs are working dogs
and want a job to do. Their coat is
well-suited to colder climates.
ANATOLIAN SHEPHERD DOG —
Another Turkish breed, the Anatolian Shepherd is very territorial and
responds quickly to threats. They
are considered moderately reactive
in how quickly they escalate from
barking to attacking a perceived
threat. They have lower energy than
many other livestock guardian dog
breeds but still need regular exercise and space to roam.
ARMENIAN GAMPR — From
Armenia, the Gampr has a lot of
variability in appearance. While
they are lower energy, they react
and escalate quickly when threatened. They are quite reserved, independent thinkers. Their preferred
guardian style is to patrol around
the herd. They can be aggressive

to other dogs. You will need good
fences to keep a Gampr enclosed.
CENTRAL ASIAN SHEPHERD —
This breed works well in a pack

where there can be a division of
responsibilities. They are highly reactive to threats, keeping predators
well away from the herd. They form
strong bonds with their owners and

Stop flies
in their
tracks!
• 24-hour fly control
• Safe and effective
• Systems for every
operation
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may be a little more trainable than
other guardian breeds. While this
dog will accept people properly
introduced by the owners, they
are intolerant of all intruders if the
owner is not present. This breed
can be a good family guardian dog
as long as they are well-socialized.
Because of how strongly they bond
with their family, this dog does
not rehome well and needs daily
interaction rather than being alone
on a range. They are very vocal,
especially at night when patrolling.
They require very good fencing.
GREAT PYRENEES — Known
outside North America as the Pyrenean Mountain Dog, this guardian
breed originates from France and
is quite popular and well-known
throughout the world. Known as a
mellow, low energy dog, they are
often companion dogs rather than
livestock guardians, although they
still excel at guarding. While they
are aloof with strangers, they love
children and will protect them as
their charges. They can bark a lot,
especially at night. They need good
fencing as they are prone to expanding their territory. Because the
Great Pyrenees is less aggressive
to humans, they are a good choice
for farms that will have regular
visitors. They prefer to bark away
threats and will only attack if the

A Kangal dog guarding sheep.
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predator is insistent. If you want
your Great Pyrenees to be a livestock guardian dog, be sure to go
through a breeder who specializes
in guardian lines rather than companion lines.
KANGAL DOG — Another breed
developed in Turkey, the Kangal is
more social with people than many
of the guardian breeds. They are
gentle with their charges and do
well with children and other pets.
However, they can be aggressive to
other dogs that are not part of the
household. They usually observe
their herd from a vantage point,
occasionally patrolling. They will
place themselves between any
perceived threats and their herd,
barking before attacking. The
Kangal can make a great farm dog
or family guardian in addition to
livestock guardian. Their coat is
well suited to extreme weather with
a shorter summer coat and dense
double winter coat.
KARAKACHAN DOG — This dog
is from Bulgaria, developed by the
Karakachan nomadic people. There
is a broad range of temperaments in
the breed ranging from submissive
to dominant and low to high reactivity toward threats. They do not
make good companion dogs but are
typically good with children. They

A Kuvasz dog resting during her walk.

are very alert with their herd and
will even move the herd to an area
that they deem to be safer. They are
proven against even large predators
but less aggressive toward people.
KOMONDOR — The “mop dog”
originated from Hungary. While
this dog may look funny with its
long cords of hair, it is not one to
tolerate threats to its herd. The
Komondor is highly reactive to
predators including human intruders and must be well trained and
socialized early. Although this is a
very dominant breed, they do not
respond well to harsh discipline.

Most livestock
guardian breeds
are very
independent, not
needing much
human instruction.
They often prefer
to make their own
decisions regarding
their herd and how
they respond to
threats.

RESOURCES
Dohner, J. V. (2016). Farm
Dogs: A Comprehensive Breed
Guide. North Adams, MA:
Storey Publishing.

Maremma sheepdogs guard a flock of sheep and goats in central Italy.

They bond strongly with their owners but if left alone too much will
become overly protective against all
humans. Komondors will fiercely
protect all that is considers theirs,
including their owners/family.
This breed is not for inexperienced
owners. If you choose this dog,
request a tutorial on proper coat
care to help the cords form properly
without huge mats.
KUVASZ — Another dog from
Hungary, the Kuvasz is very loyal
to his family and often won’t bond
if he is rehomed. Because they bond
so fiercely, they are better suited to
be an all-around farm dog/farm
protector rather than being full-time
with livestock. They are affectionate
and soft-tempered, but not a good
playmate for children because their
protective instinct can cause them
to overreact to rough play between
children. The Kuvasz needs good
fences and lots of socialization.
MAREMMA SHEEPDOG — The
Italian livestock guardian does
not accept other humans on the
property well even after being
introduced unless the owner is
present. They prefer to live outside
and are very much a working dog.
The Maremma bonds closely to the
herd and is less prone to wandering, although this does not mean
you don’t need fences. While they
desire contact with owners, they

seem happiest when tending their
herd.
PYRENEAN MASTIFF — A huge
Spanish dog, they weigh 120-150
pounds or more. They are more
common as companions or family guardian dogs, but they still
possess the traits of a livestock
guardian. They do not bark as often
as other guardian dogs and are less
reactive in general. They willingly
accept people when introduced by
the owner. However, they are great
at climbing fences to escape. Their
coat is heavy enough that they cannot tolerate high heat and humidity
very well.
SPANISH MASTIFF — This dog can
weigh up to 220 pounds. While the
Spanish Mastiff is slower to react,
he can attack ferociously. They are
not very affectionate and can be
stubborn, but they do need regular
human interaction. They work very
well in areas with large predators and
seem less reactive toward humans.

TIBETAN MASTIFF — This dog
makes a great farm or property
guard because of their desire for
interaction with their family. They
will bark a lot, especially at night.
You will need a good six-foot fence
with precautions against digging
to keep this dog in. They are not
suited for very hot humid climates
because of their thick coats.

Conclusion

Many traits such as size and
guarding instincts are common to all
livestock guardian breeds. However,
temperaments and reactivity levels
vary highly. Some are more accepting of people visiting while others
will not allow anyone they do not
know well to enter their territory. It
is important to research the breeds
and also the pedigree of livestock
guardian dogs before choosing one
to watch over your herd of goats.
Do you keep any dogs from this
livestock guardian dog breed comparison? What do you like and dislike
most about your goat guard dog?

REBECCA SANDERSON grew up in a very small town in Idaho with
a backyard full of chickens, goats, sometimes sheep and ducks,
and other random animals in addition to the cats and dogs. She
is now married with two little girls and loves the homesteading
life! Her husband is very supportive (tolerant) of her continued
experiments in making many items from scratch and he even helps
sometimes.
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Move Em’
on Out!
What you need to do before transporting
animals across state lines
by LAURA KELLY

W

hen we started our farm here in Connecticut, knowing that this
isn’t our forever home, we knew that we would eventually be
facing one of two choices — rehome all of our animals before
we leave, or prepare to transport animals across state lines. As a military
family, moving from state to state comes with the territory, and so does
extensive amounts of paperwork and research. Unlike our pack of human
kids, however, packing up our small herd of goats requires extra advanced
planning.

Different states can have varying
requirements for vet checks,
vaccines, or even quarantine periods,
but federal law requires a scrapie tag
or other applicable identification per
the National Scrapie Eradication
Program.
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When you’re packing up one or
an entire herd for a trip over the
state line, whether it is for competition, business, pleasure, or permanent relocation, the very first thing
that you need to do is research your
destination well. Different states
can have varying requirements
for vet checks, vaccines, or even
quarantine periods, but federal law
requires a scrapie tag or other applicable identification per the National
Scrapie Eradication Program.
Scrapie is a fatal degenerative disease that affects the central nervous
system of sheep and goats. It is one
of several transmissible spongiform
encephalopathies (think mad cow
disease but for goats) that causes
behavioral changes, head and neck
tremors, and ultimately death. The
National Scrapie Eradication Program went into effect in 2001, and
the identification and record-keeping
requirements are designed to track
scrapie-infected animals and help
prevent the spread of this deadly
disease. Goats that meet certain requirements may not need the scrapie
program ear tags, but most will have
either the scrapie tag with the animal’s identification number or appropriate registration papers and legible,
registered identification tattoo.
Luckily enough, our next move
is to the beautiful state of Tennessee. The two requirements for us to
transport our livestock across New
England and the mid-Atlantic states
are a scrapie tag and a Certificate
of Veterinary Inspection (CVI). The
CVI must include the animal’s ID
number or flock number, the number of animals that are covered by
the certificate, the purpose for their
travel (competition, permanent
relocation, etc), the origin and the
intended destination, the consignor/consignee (if applicable), and
the veterinarian’s written statement
that the animal(s) have no history of
clinical signs or exposure to scrapie
or other infectious diseases. Typically, the CVI will have to have been
issued within a certain amount

of time before you transport your
animals across state lines, anywhere
from a couple of weeks to an entire
month in advance. In our case, the
CVI must be completed within 30
days before we travel. I used interstatelivestock.com to look up the
requirements for our destination
(Tennessee), and I will verify again
by calling the State Veterinarian’s
office when we are a couple of
months away from our big move.
Finally, decide how to actually
transport your animals. Livestock
trailer? The covered bed of a pickup? The rear cargo area of an SUV?
It all depends on you, your goats,
and how long of a trip you have
ahead of you.
Jennifer Kern of Hickory Lane
Farm shared her experience with
an overnight trip from Connecticut to Ohio for an ADGA National
goat show in 2018. The show was
in June, so to avoid the heat they
drove at night and rested at a farm
in Pennsylvania during the day.
Members of their caravan set up
portable corrals for each trailer so
the animals could stretch their legs,
and they locked the goats back into
the trailers the next night for safe
sleeping. They then finished the last
leg of their trip early the next morning. She says the goats traveled
well and credits good pre-traveling
health, probiotics, and some food
and water from home for much of
their success on the road.
Like other types of livestock,
goats won’t necessarily lie down for
your trip and often feel more secure
and comfortable if they are able to
stand. Ideally, you’ll have a vehicle
or trailer that provides each animal
enough space to travel comfortably, with good ventilation, secure
footing, and free of any hazards to
hoof, horns, or hide. Non-slip mats
or sand underneath comfortable
bedding can help keep animals
from slipping and sliding while
you are moving. Plan to stop and
check on your goats after the first
hour of travel, and then every two

to three hours after that to allow for
water breaks and rest. Be sensitive
to the heat and humidity that your
animals may be experiencing, and
plan breaks accordingly.
A couple of notes about safe
traveling: It is not generally recommended to transport heavily
pregnant does, or kids under eight
weeks of age, for long distances
because the stress may be too much
for them to do so safely. A good
probiotic paste may help with preventing shipping stress by helping
to bolster the immune system;
check with your vet for recommendations if you are unsure if a probiotic is right for your animals.

The World Leader in
GOAT Equipment and Supplies
Check out our milking machines and other
products for Goats, Cows, Sheep, Llamas.
Also everything you need to show livestock.
Great prices on cheesemaking and
soapmaking products, plus animal health,
grooming, milking, and gift items and books
for breeders, homesteaders, and hobbyists.
Plus you can’t beat our service!
Visit us at our new, improved web site:

www.caprinesupply.com
1-800-646-7736 for orders or catalog
P. O. Box Y, DeSoto, KS 66018

Check the USDA’s Scrapie program at aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/
animal_diseases/scrapie/downloads/umr_scrapie.pdf and the USDA Interstate Regulations page at aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/
nvap/NVAP-Reference-Guide/Animal-Movement/interstate-animal-movement for specifics.
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Crossing State Lines with Goats

Each state has different requirements if you wish to enter with your goats. Check this list, and verify
that no requirements have changed, before you begin your journey. Qualifications on this list apply to
goats for breeding, dairy, pet, etc. purposes and NOT transported directly to slaughter establishments.*

ALABAMA: ID, CVI, Etc, Bruc, Tub
ALASKA: Permit, CVI
ARIZONA: ID, CVI, Permit, Etc
ARKANSAS: ID, CVI, Etc, Scr, Bruc
CALIFORNIA: ID, CVI, Permit, Etc
COLORADO: ID, CVI, Permit, Etc
CONNECTICUT: ID, CVI, Permit, Tub
DELAWARE: ID, CVI, Bruc, Tub
FLORIDA: ID, CVI, Etc, Bruc, Tub
GEORGIA: ID, CVI, Etc
HAWAII: ID, CVI, Etc, Bruc, Tub, Bug
IDAHO: ID, CVI, Permit, Etc, Bruc
ILLINOIS: ID, CVI, Permit, Etc, Tub
INDIANA: ID, CVI, Scr
IOWA: ID, CVI, Etc, Bruc, Tub
KANSAS: ID, CVI, Etc
KENTUCKY: ID, CVI, Permit
LOUISIANA: ID, CVI, Etc, Bruc, Tub, Bug
MAINE: ID, CVI, Permit
MARYLAND: ID, CVI, Etc, Bruc, Tub
MASSACHUSETTS: ID, CVI, Etc, Bruc, Tub
MICHIGAN: ID, CVI, Bruc
MINNESOTA: ID, CVI
MISSISSIPPI: ID, CVI, Etc, Scr, Bruc, Tub
MISSOURI: ID, CVI

MONTANA: ID, CVI, Permit, Scr, Bruc, Tub
NEBRASKA: ID, CVI, Permit, Tub
NEVADA: ID, CVI, Permit, Etc, Bruc, Tub
NEW HAMPSHIRE: ID, CVI, Etc, Scr
NEW JERSEY: ID, CVI, Bruc, Tub
NEW MEXICO: ID, CVI, Permit, Etc, Scr
NEW YORK: ID, CVI, Etc,
NORTH CAROLINA: ID, CVI, Etc, Scr, Bruc, Tub
NORTH DAKOTA: ID, CVI, Permit, Scr, Bruc, Tub
OHIO: ID, CVI, Etc, Tub
OKLAHOMA: ID, CVI
OREGON: ID, CVI, Permit, Etc
PENNSYLVANIA: ID, CVI, Etc, Tub
RHODE ISLAND: ID, CVI, Etc, Scr, Bruc, Tub
SOUTH CAROLINA: ID, CVI, Etc, Bruc, Tub
SOUTH DAKOTA: ID, CVI, Permit, Etc
TENNESSEE: ID, CVI
TEXAS: ID, CVI, Scr
UTAH: ID, CVI, Permit, Etc, Bruc, Tub
VERMONT: ID, CVI, Permit, Bruc, Tub
VIRGINIA: ID, CVI, Scr
WASHINGTON: ID, CVI, Etc, Bruc, Tub
WEST VIRGINIA: ID, CVI, Etc, Bruc, Tub
WISCONSIN: ID, CVI, Permit, Etc, Bruc, Tub
WYOMING: ID, CVI, Permit, Etc, Scr, Bruc

ID: Official identification such as scrapies tag, microchip, or tattoo.
CVI: Certificate of Veterinary Inspection.
Permit: State-specific importation permit.
Etc: CVI must include statement regarding disease-free status. Diseases listed may vary by state.
Scr: Additional requirements regarding scrapie.
Bruc: Additional requirements regarding brucellosis.
Tub: Additional requirements regarding tuberculosis.
Bug: Goat must have recently been dipped to prevent parasites. Specific parasites listed may vary
by state.
*Information taken from interstatelivestock.com and state websites.

June with some of her goats.

52

backyardgoats.iamcountryside.com
GOAT JOURNAL | july/august 2020

Registered
in the U.S.
since 2000
• Exceptional Mothering Skills
• Parasite tolerance
• Aggressive Foragers
• Very Aggressive Breeders
• Vigorous, fast-growing kids
• Less Producer input
• Strong legs and hoofs
• Higher weaning weights
• Improved muscle carcass yields
• Adds muscle when crossbreeding

There is a S.A. Savanna breeder near YOU!

Double B Goat Farm
Robby & Donna Blankenship
Alston, MO
417-778-6224
savannagoats1485@yahoo.com
Sand Road Savannas
Christine Baize
Owensville, IN
812-385-2874
clbaize@yahoo.com
Shady Grove Farm
Richard Saloom
Lanett, AL
334-734-0662
rsaloom@mac.com

Simpson’s Hilltop Savannas
Michelle & Eric Martin
Cottontown, TN
615-337-9636
www.simpsonshilltopsavannas.com

Texas Savannas
Larry Rutledge
Kempner, TX
940-733-6018
Ldeanr@yahoo.com

Ambush Farm
Newcomerstown, OH
740-227-3016
jbush12@kent.edu

East of Ekin Farm
Rex & Charlene Dunning
Atlanta, IN
317.742.6226
rdunning@zigwireless.com
Iron Star Ranch, INC.
www.ironstarranch.com
West Fork, AR
478.305.1009

PT Savanna Ranch
Butte Ridge Ranch
Bob & Ann Crouch
Troy & Susan Young
Cedar Hill, TN
Live Oak, CA
615-394-3944
530.682.5462
anncrouch2@gmail.com
butte.ridge@yahoo.comBACKYARDGOATS.IAMCOUNTRYSIDE.COM
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Cheese:
The New
Superfood
by KATE JOHNSON

I

f you have dairy goats and
you want to make cheese with
your excess milk, you may be
wondering if cheese is healthy. Or
more specifically: Is goat cheese
healthy? It seems that health trends
and nutritional advice fluctuate
depending on whom you ask. But
overall, I tend to think of cheese as
a superfood! There are definitely
cheese health benefits and indeed
there are some health concerns with
some cheeses for some people. Most
popular cheeses are loaded with
nutrition so let’s unpack our cheesy
picnic basket and figure out the
answer to this question.
First, the cheese benefits. The
table below lists the key nutrients
found in cheese and shows how
they are beneficial to your health:

So, is cheese healthy or bad for
you? I’d say the benefits far outweigh the potential health concerns.
And by choosing which cheeses
you eat and by sourcing high-quality milk and cheese cultures, you
can reduce most, if not all, of these
potential negative consequences of
eating cheese. For instance:

Now for the potential downsides:
1. High sodium and saturated fat
can increase the risk of high blood
pressure, cardiovascular disease,
and type 2 diabetes.
2. High phosphorus in some cheeses can be harmful to those with
kidney disorders.

• Sodium: When you make your
own fresh cheeses (chèvre, cottage
cheese, mozzarella, etc.) you can
control the amount of salt you add
to your cheese. Typically, mozzarella is one of cheeses lowest in
sodium.
• Fiber: Eat your cheese with some
high-fiber crackers and fresh fruit,
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3. Higher-fat cheeses contain more
calories than lower-fat cheeses.
4. Cheese is low in fiber so can
cause constipation.
5. Hormones in dairy products
could disrupt the endocrine system
and increase certain types of cancer.
6. Some people are sensitive to
lactose or A1 proteins in certain
cheeses, which can cause digestive
upset.

and you’ll fend off constipation!
• Hormones: If you raise dairy
animals yourself, you can eliminate
the use of hormones and thereby
keep these out of your cheese. If
you don’t have your own dairy animals, try to source your milk from
producers who abstain from the use
of hormones in their animals.
• Lactose: The harder and drier the
cheese, the lower in lactose it will be.
• A1 sensitivity: Most of the U.S.
supply of cow milk contains the A1
protein, which many people are sensitive to and can cause inflammation
and digestive upset. The good news
for us goat owners is that most goat
milk contains only A2 protein.
Here is a list of some of the
healthiest cheeses and why they are
on the list:
Mozzarella (lower in sodium and
high in probiotics).
Blue cheese (more calcium).
Feta (higher in sodium but lower in
calories and high in CLA).
Cottage cheese (higher in protein,
lower in calories).

Ricotta (when made with whey, full
of essential amino acids to promote
muscle growth and help lower
blood pressure).
Goat cheese (more medium-chain
fatty acids than cow milk) — less
likely to be stored as fat. Plus, A2
protein is less inflammatory.
Swiss cheeses (contains Propionibacterium,
a superSuperfood
probiCheese:which
TheisNew
otic).
Make your own goat milk cottage
cheese
fordairy
one of
the healthiest
If you
have
goats
and you want to make cheese with your excess milk, you may be wondering if
sources of protein that is lower in
cheese is healthy. Or more specifically: Is goat cheese healthy? It seems that health trends and
calcium and full of medium-chain
nutritional
advice
fatty
acids, which
canfluctuate
decrease depending on whom you ask. But overall, I tend to think of cheese as a
serum
cholesterol.
superfood!
There are definitely cheese health benefits and indeed there are some health concerns with

some cheeses for some people. Most popular cheeses are loaded with nutrition so let’s unpack our
cheesy picnic basket and figure out the answer to this question.
First, the cheese benefits. The table below lists the key nutrients found in cheese and shows how they
are beneficial to your health:
Nutrient/Process
Calcium

Protein

Vitamin A (goat milk is higher in vitamin A than
cow milk)
Riboflavin

Vitamin B12
Glutathione (an antioxidant)
Conjugated linoleic acid (CLA)

Fermentation

Now for the potential downsides:

Health Benefit
Good for bones, teeth, blood clotting, wound
healing, and maintaining normal blood pressure.
May even help maintain a healthy weight.
Provides energy, supports growth and
maintenance of tissues, bolsters immune health,
and stores nutrients.
Prevents night blindness, supports a healthy
immune system, may reduce your risk of acne,
supports bone health, and promotes healthy
growth and reproduction.
Maintains a healthy liver, keeps eyes, nerves,
muscles and skin healthy, and may help prevent
migraines.
Supports brain function, nerve tissue health, and
the production of red blood cells.
Crucial for brain health.
High-fat cheeses contain more CLA which can
prevent obesity, heart disease, and reduce
inflammation.
Fermented cheeses including aged goat cheese
are good for cardiovascular health, boost healthy
gut bacteria, and can help with blood cholesterol
levels.
BACKYARDGOATS.IAMCOUNTRYSIDE.COM

1. High sodium and saturated fat can increase the risk of high blood pressure, cardiovascular
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Goat Milk Cottage Cheese
(you can use cow milk, too!)

Ingredients
1 gallon goat milk (hold out about ½ cup until the end)*
1
⁄8 tsp mesophilic culture
1
⁄16 tsp rennet (diluted in ¼ cup non-chlorinated water)
½ tsp non-iodized salt (modify as desired)
* If you have a cream separator, you can use ½ gallon whole goat milk and
½ gallon fat-free goat milk to reduce the overall fat and calories in your
cottage cheese.
Directions
HEAT: Pour milk in pot and heat to 70 degrees F.
CULTURE: Sprinkle ¼ tsp mesophilic culture on milk; let re-hydrate a
minute or two and then stir into milk. Continue heating to 78 degrees F.

COAGULATE: Dilute ¼ tsp liquid
rennet or ¼ tablet of rennet (pulverized) in ¼ cup of non-chlorinated
water and add to milk.
LET SIT: Cover pot and let sit for
three hours at room temperature
(if room is cool, you might set the
pot in a warm water bath or put in
an empty cooler to help hold the
temperature).
CUT CURDS: Using a big whisk,
carefully break the curds up into
pea-sized pieces. Let the curds rest
for five minutes.
HEAT: Slowly warm the curds to
105 degrees F while stirring gently.
DRAIN: When the curds are firm,
pour them into a cheesecloth-lined
strainer.
RINSE: Rinse the curds gently
under cold water until the curds are
cool, gently using your clean hands
to keep the curds separated.
ADD SALT AND MILK: Place the
curds in a bowl, add salt to taste
(approx. ½ tsp) and milk until you
get the creaminess you desire
(approx. 1⁄3 to ½ cup).
EAT/STORE: Store in refrigerator
for up to 10 days or freeze.

Primary Sources:
• healthline.com/health/is-cheesebad-for-you
• medicalnewstoday.com/articles/299147
• healthline.com/nutrition/healthiest-cheese

KATE JOHNSON runs a cheesemaking
school at theartofcheese.com,
raises dairy goats at briargatefarm.
com, and is an active volunteer
with the Boulder County 4-H
program. She’s also a member of the
Colorado Dairy Goat Association.
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Secondary Sources:
• healthline.com/nutrition/functions-of-protein
• healthline.com/nutrition/vitamin-a-benefits
• ods.od.nih.gov/factsheets/Riboflavin-HealthProfessional/
• medicalnewstoday.com/articles/219561#sources
• medicalnewstoday.com/articles/219822
• nutritionandmetabolism.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12986018-0267-x

secret life of goats : : snazzy goat

T E A M S N A Z Z Y G OAT
by REBECCA SANDERSON

ALL PHOTOS BY ISHANA INGERMAN

T

eam Snazzy Goat is owned by Mika Ingerman in Vermont. Mika has been working with equine pulling teams for many years, training mostly other people’s
horses. When she was ready for her own team, Mika went to the research books.
There, she came across old pictures of goats being used as pulling teams and thought,
“Well, why not?” Goat pulling teams are awesomely different.

Mika’s bridle of choice utilizes a French-link snaffle bit. The two joints
allow it to lay flat in the goat’s mouth while being gentler. Pulls from the
reins only affect one side of the bit instead of the whole.
BACKYARDGOATS.IAMCOUNTRYSIDE.COM
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Mika acquired Harry
and David as
three-month-old kids
and immediately
began training them.
This began with
halter-breaking.
Once they were
two, they were large
enough to begin
pulling weight.

In 2011 Mika found twin male
Cashmere goat babies. They are
North American Cashmere Goats
born in upstate New York. She
acquired Harry and David as threemonth-old kids and immediately
began training them. This began
with halter-breaking. The stores
don’t usually make halters that
small, so she had to fashion them
from some rope. As they aged a
little, they were able to transition
to Pygmy goat halters and then
full size. Mika waited until they
were at least four months old
before wethering them, allowing
more growth to happen first. Once
they were comfortable walking
on a lead, Mika began teaching
Harry and David commands
for things such as stopping and
different speeds. They had even
begun “ground driving” with
ropes clipped to both sides of their
halters, and Mika walking behind,
before two years of age. Once they
were two, they were large enough
58
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to begin pulling weight.
Mika uses tack made for miniature horses. The nearby Amish
make a lot of pulling equipment
such as wagons. Because goats
have a gap in their teeth much like
horses, they can actually use a bridle with a bit as horses do. Mika’s
bridle of choice utilizes a Frenchlink snaffle bit. The two joints allow
it to lay flat in the goat’s mouth
while being gentler. Pulls from the
reins only affect one side of the bit
instead of the whole. Team Snazzy
Goat also uses boots on the goats
themselves. These boots act like
sneakers for the goats: absorbing
shock, preventing strains, and keeping them from accidentally kicking
themselves with their back hooves.
Harry and David of Team Snazzy Goat love pulling. Mika has
a wagon that she sits in as they
pull her to explore her area. While
Harry is always cool and confident, learning quickly, David is
more nervous, preferring to follow

his brother. Yet, David is actually
the slightly bigger goat because
he loves to eat. Even though he is
usually timider, he can get pushy
around food. According to Mika,
goats act more like mules and
ponies than pulling horses in many
instances. They are more likely to
challenge you and second-guess
your commands. However, they
genuinely love the mental and
physical challenge of pulling. The
exploration of the area gives the
goats good mental stimulation as
they are getting excellent exercise.
Harry and David reside in a stable
of mostly horses when they aren’t
out pulling, so exercise is very
important. In the summer, they
go out pulling the wagon twice
per week. With the harsh Vermont
winters, they have to follow the
weather and sometimes need to
skip a couple of weeks because
of storms. Mika knows that her
team loves the challenge of pulling
because of how excited they get

whenever she starts getting out the
wagon and other tack. Even more
so, whenever the wagon gets a
little stuck and Mika tells them to
pull hard, they bear down and give
it their all. The challenge seems
exciting to them.
Team Snazzy Goat makes appearances at various events such
as their town’s 4th of July parade
and the Washington County Fiber
Tour. While Mika is collecting their
cashmere for yarn, it is a slow process with only two goats producing.
She has yet to make anything with
the fiber but hopes to someday knit
with their hair.
While goats being used as a
pulling team seems different and
perhaps a bit quaint to us, history is
rife with goats pulling. The old-

est known record of pulling goats
comes from a Greek vase on which
is painted a goat-pulled chariot.
This vase dates back to 400 BCE
(Before Common Era). In Norse
mythology, Thor’s chariot is pulled
by his two goats: Tanngrisnir and
Tanngnjóstr.
Goats were often utilized when
teaching children to drive a team
because they are smaller and can’t
run away as well or cause as much
damage. Goats were used to pull
plows even through the Great Depression, after which they dwindled
in use. They were truly the “poor
man’s cow.” The last time that we
commonly saw pulling goats was in
the 1960s with mining. There have
been a few notable goat pulling
teams such as when Captain Vivian

Edwards famously made his way
across the United States pulled by a
team of goats. He decided to make
this journey after losing the use
of his lower limbs. He went from
San Diego, California all the way
to New York City with two companions who traveled on foot and
several pack burros.
Mika advises that while any goat
can learn to pull a cart and love it,
the larger breeds such as meat and
all-purpose breeds have a lot more
strength for pulling weight. With a
bit of training, perhaps your goats
could also learn to pull.

Storey’s Guide to

Raising Miniature Livestock
Goats • Sheep • Donkeys • Pigs
Horses • Cattle • Llamas
By Sue Weaver

This latest addition to Storey’s venerable Guide to Raising Series
gives you the essential, expert instruction and advice you need to
successfully raise miniature livestock. Sue Weaver clearly explains
the ins and outs of breeding, feeding, housing, diet, nutrition,
exercise, disease prevention and treatment, and much, much more.
Whether you’re a new or an experienced farmer, you’ll find everything you need to keep your minis healthy and productive.

iamcountryside.com/shop • 970-392-4419
BACKYARDGOATS.IAMCOUNTRYSIDE.COM
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BREED PROFILE:

Kalahari Red Goat
A Commercial Breed Developed
from Native African Goats
by TAMSIN COOPER

A 1996 article on one of the herds resulted in these breeders combining forces. They showed their goats as “Brown
Savannas” in a 1998 Bloemfontein event
together with Savanna breeders. To gain
breed recognition, they submitted samples for DNA testing, which confirmed
that the goats were sufficiently different
from Boer and Savanna to form their
own breed. Breeders formed a club
in 1999 and chose the name Kalahari
Red for the well-known location and
the color of the local sand. In this year,
genetics were exported to Australia.
Interest in the breed flourished in South
Africa and Namibia and, by 2014, there
were 55 registered breeders, including
commercial businesses, and 7000 registered goats.

CONSERVATION STATUS: As a
commercial breed, it is not threatened.
However, the indigenous goats that
went into developing the Boer, Savanna, and Kalahari Red are endangered,
mainly due to crossbreeding with
commercial breeds. These landraces
are recognized as important genetic resources needing protection due to their
thriftiness, hardiness, and adaptation to
the various African climates.

Photo credit: Okorie Kalahari Reds, Togo, Facebook: @okoriekalahariredtogo, Instagram:
@dailydose_of_goats

BREED: The Kalahari Red is a distinct breed, despite the belief that it is a solid red
Boer or Savanna goat.

ORIGIN: This commercial breed was developed from indigenous South African
and Namibian landraces and improved Boer goats.

HISTORY: Goats reached South Africa about 2,000 years ago, and many localized landraces have arisen. These tough little goats have excellent survival skills,
disease resistance, and make the most of sparse vegetation. Their coats have varied
patterns of brown and white markings, often speckled or pied.
From the 1970s to the 1990s, several farmers in different parts of South Africa
started to collect red-brown and dappled goats from different herds as far as Namibia. Some acquired goats from native landraces, while others selected solid red
Boer kids. Each developed an improved herd by selecting for uniform red coloring,
fecundity, and mothering skills. Otherwise, the goats were subjected to natural
selection, so that only hardy does went on to reproduce.
A couple of these breeders were influenced by American advice. Tollie Jordaans’
family were founding breeders of the Boer goat. While purchasing Boer goats for
export to the United States in 1994, exotic animal importer Jurgen Schultz advised
him to start breeding brown goats. Similarly, Louis van Rensberg started selecting
solid red kids from his Boer flock after a visit to America.
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BIODIVERSITY: As yet, genetically
tested herds in South Africa show
reasonable levels of diversity. However,
results from Boer herds, which have
been selectively bred for longer, indicate that line breeding could threaten
breed diversity.
DESCRIPTION: The long, deep body
has a medium-to-large frame and
strong legs. The short, glossy hair bears
little undercoat during winter. The pigmented skin is loose and supple. Dark
round horns curve backwards behind
broad pendulous ears, soft brown eyes,
and a slightly roman nose. Multiple,
divided, or extra non-functional teats
may occur.

The Kalahari Red
is a distinct breed,
despite the belief
that it is a solid red
Boer or Savanna
goat.

ADAPTABILITY: They are well
adapted to free-ranging in the arid to
semi-arid savanna in South Africa and
the Kalahari Desert. Their strong legs
allow them to roam far to seek out
varied vegetation. They kid and raise
their young out on the veld without
human intervention. Their coloring
acts as great camouflage against the red
soil of their native land. South African
farmers have found their natural ability
to conceal themselves a useful deterrent
to theft as well as predation. Pigmented
skin gives them resistance to strong
sunshine. They endure heat and continue to forage during hot weather.

As a commercial breed,
it is not threatened.
However, the indigenous goats
that went into developing the
Boer, Savanna, and Kalahari Red
are endangered, mainly due to
crossbreeding with
commercial breeds.
COLORING: The solid body color

shades from light to dark red-brown.
As their ancestors were patterned white
and brown, white patches sometimes
recur in offspring.

WEIGHT: Mature doe 165 lb. (75 kg);

mature buck 250 lb. (115 kg); kids at six
months average 66 lb. (30 kg).

POPULAR USE: Meat and skins.
PRODUCTIVITY: Kids are fast-growing and yield tender, flavorsome, lowfat meat. Does are fertile and prolific,

normally bearing twins of equal weight.
Although peak fertility occurs in fall,
they can breed several times a year,
raising three litters over two years.
Doelings can breed from six months of
age if their diet is high in nutrition, but
early breeding can disrupt growth and
future performance.

TEMPERAMENT: Kalahari Reds are
known to be calm, gentle, and make
excellent mothers, both in their care of
young and their protective instincts of
flocking well and hiding their kids.

These qualities help them thrive in
extensive free-range systems in South
Africa and Namibia. In other countries,
like any imported breed, they may
not be so perfectly adapted or prolific
under new environmental conditions or
management systems.

SOURCES
www.kalaharireds.net; Snyman,
M.A., 2014. South African goat
breeds: Kalahari Red. Info-pack
ref. 2014/009. Grootfontein
Agricultural Development Institute; André Pienaar, 2012. The
origin and history of the Kalahari Red via boerboksa.co.za.

BACKYARDGOATS.IAMCOUNTRYSIDE.COM
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breeders directory
Advertise your favorite breed where it will be seen by thousands of
goat enthusiasts looking for what you have to sell!
Just $40/yr. for listing your breeds, farm name,
your name, address, phone, e-mail & website.
ALPINE

KIKO

Iowa

Wyoming

D & E DAIRY GOATS, 2977 Linn Buchanan Rd., Coggon, IA 52218. 319-350-5819.
<rranch@iowatelecom.net> Facebook: d&edairygoat. Doelings–selling 200 head annually.
Breeder bucks available. Alpine, Saanen.

HEAVEN’S 7 ACRES, 100% NZ Kiko, Jill Johnson,
PO BOX 1658, AFTON, WY 83110. 307-221-0842.
<Heavens7Acres@gmail.com> <www.Heavens
7Acres.com> Kiko.

MA’S ACRES, Judith Nayeri, 9398 NE 100th Ave.
Bondurant, IA 50035. 515-250-4836. <jlnayeri@gmail.
com> Alpine. Quality show and production doelings,
yearlings, bucklings.

LAMANCHA

Pennsylvania
FOREST VIEW GOATS, Samuel & Lydia Fisher, 92
McIlvaine Rd, Paradise, PA 17562. 717-875-9016.
Alpine & Nigerian Dwarfs.
ALPENTHAL’S DAIRY GOATS, Tanja Miller, 430
Beaver Creek Rd., Sundance, WY 82729. 307-2832364. <tmiller@rangeweb.net><www.alphenthalsdairygoats.net> Registered American Alpine.
SUNFLOWER FARMS OF WY, Judy Daniel,
4 Doll House St., Rozet, WY 82727.
406-670-5026. Facebook: Sunflower Farms
Dairy Goats of Wyoming, <judy.dnl@gmail.com>
Registered American Alpine.

ANGORA
Virginia
PEACE HILL FARM, Susan Wise Bauer, 18101 The
Glebe Ln., Charles City, VA 23030. 804-337-3468.
<www.historicpeacehill.com> Leicester Longwool
and registered Angora goats.

CASHMERE
Vermont
C A S H M E R E FA R M S , L y n d a F r a n k l i n ,
2 The Old Road, East Haven, VT 05837.
802-274-8189. <www.facebook.com/starbrightfarm>
<starbrightfarmllc@gmail.com> Cashmere. Fiber,
Breed, Stock, Wethers.

COMPOSITE SAVANNA
Florida
LONG GREY LINE FARM, LLC., Martha Aitken,
282 SW Mayflower Glen, Fort White, FL 32038.   
386-758-2361. martha@longgreylinefarm.com
www.longgreylinefarm.com. Composite Savanna
Meat Goats, Sawyer Spanish Meat Goats, Welsh
Sheepdogs.
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Pennsylvania

Texas
LATTE DA DAIRY, Anne & Johnny Jones,
PO Box 270355, Flower Mound, TX 75027.
817-490-5004. <lattedadairy@gmail.com>
<www.lattedadairy.com> LaManchas. Also
Nubians.

Wyoming

NIGERIAN

Mini Land Ranch
Nigerians

ADGA Plus Performance Herd
Located in Western Pennsylvania

NIGERIAN DWARF
Michigan
MITTEN ACRES NIGERIAN DWARFS, Milford, MI 48381, 810-373-9005 9am- 6pm EST
<www.mittenacres.com> ADGA Registered, Tested
Herd, Milk & Show.

www.minilandranch.net

New Mexico
SECOND BLOOM FARM, Deb Wood, 248 Rio Bravo,
White Rock, NM 87547. 505-672-1485.<seldom@
concentric.net> <www.secondbloomfarmnm.com>
Nigerian Dwarf. Excellent milk quality for the small
homestead.
Pennsylvania
GIBSON FARM, Joe & Stephanie Gibson, Blairsville, PA
15717, 724-422-0304, <www.gibsongoatfarm.com>
<gibsonfarm.steph@gmail.com> Nigerian Dwarf &
Alpine Dairy Goats.
MINI LAND RANCH NIGERIANS, Fenelton,
PA. www.minilandranch.net. ADGA Plus Herd.
Nigerian Dwarf.
STOLTFUS GOATS, Stephen & Anna Stoltfus,
1407 Beaver Dam Rd., Honeybrook, PA 19344.
484-798-7326. Nigerian Dwarf Dairy Goats.
Texas
JOBI NIGERIANS, Joanne B. Jelke, 4603 Beckermann Rd., Brenham, TX 77833. 979-836-9303. DHIR
Nigerian, Alpine & Saanen dairy goats.

For all things
goat, visit:

backyardgoats.
iamcountryside.com

NUBIAN
Arkansas
OWL RIDGE FARM, Jan Ham, 255 Owl Ridge
Farm Rd., Greenbrier, AR 72058. 870-974-1466.
<owlridgefarm@windstream.net> <www.owl-ridgefarm.com> Nubians.
ROCKIN TRIPLE L FARM, Jeffrey & Megan Rock,
25256 N. 11th Ave., Phoenix, AZ 85085. 602-8205711. Purebred & American Nubians.
Colorado
JP ACRES, Johnnie Seale, 1941 County Road 207,
Durango, CO 81301. 970-247-9180. Nubians.
Mississippi
Meucci Ranch: Ruth Meucci, 3709 Hwy 302, Byhalia,
MS 38611. ph 662-838-5002. Polled Kastdenur’s
Champion breeding.
Oregon
ACE-HI DAIRY GOATS, Margie Singletary, 3747
Lincoln Dr., Ontario, OR 97914-8713. 541-889-4063.
CAE & CL free, milk & show. Nubians.
R R RESOURCES, Yvonne Roberts, PO Box 809,
Merlin, OR 97532. 541-479-3159. <rycj@yahoo.
com> <www.rrresources.com> Purebred, American
& recorded grade Nubians. DHIR, LA, Show, bred to
milk, good butterfat and longevity.

Tennessee
DAVIS RUN NUBIANS, Davis & Jenny Carr, 1701
Saundersville Rd., Hendersonville, TN 37075. 615943-5709. <zaddie@bellsouth.net> <www.Davis
RunNubians.com> Purebred Nubian Dairy Goats.
Texas
LATTE DA DAIRY, Anne & Johnny Jones, PO Box
270355, Flower Mound, TX 75027. 817-490-5004.
<lattedadairy@gmail.com> <www.lattedadairy.com>
Nubians. Also LaManchas.
SCREAMING GOAT FARM, Margo Begy, 408 Ratcliffe Ranch Rd., Bandera, TX 78803. 830-423-6532.
<screaminggoatfarm.com> Nubian.

OBERHASLI

Weston, ID 83286. 208-339-6428 <becksteadfarms@
yahoo.com> <www.becksteadfarms.com> Savanna.
Illinois
WEEKLEY SAVANNAS, Jonathan Weekley, Trenton,
IL 62293. 618-402-0535. <jonnyweekley94@gmail.
com> Full Blood, DNA Parent Verified Herd. Savanna.
Indiana
SAND ROAD SAVANNAS, Christine Baize, Owensville, IN 47665. ph 812-385-2874. <http://www.
sandroadsavannas.com> Savanna.
Missouri
Vaz Savannas, Sharon A. Vazquez, Milan, MO,
63556, ph 660-292-4572, www.vazsavannas.com,
vazsavannas@gmail.com, Fullblood Dna Verified
Savanna Herd.
Ohio

Wyoming
LaCapra Dairy Goats, PO BOX 250, Centennial, WY
82055, ph 307-760-0320, kepe156din@gmail.com.
Breeding for show and production.

PYGMY GOATS
California

BARNHART FARMS, John Barnhart, Wapakoneta,
Ohio, 419-230-8000, <barnhartgoats.com> Savanna
and Kiko meat goats. Registered and commercial
stock.
Texas
TEXAS SAVANNAS, Larry Rutledge, 8412 FM 580 E,
Kempner, TX 73539. <www.texassavannas.com><ldean@yahoo.com> Savanna. ph 940-733-6018

SAWYER SPANISH
~ Excellence Remembered Trust Inspired
Since 1982. EXPORT SPECIALIST
~ Whether you need a forever hand-raised
bottle baby or a whole herd.
~ Verified 5-Star Breeder BBB Member

951-736-1076
debbie@amberwaves.info
amberwavespygmygoats.com

SAANEN
Delaware
RoDi HERITAGE FARMS, Robert & Diana Lawson,
18759 Harbeson Rd., PO Box 4, Harbeson, DE 19951.
302-684-8844. <lawsonbl55@yahoo.com> Saanens.
Pennsylvania
WORDEN FARM, Bill & Donna Worden, 1881 Bells
Run Rd., Shinglehouse, PA 16748. 814-697-6606.
<dlw@wordenfarm.com> Saanens, LaManchas &
Grades. CAE Free.
Virginia
PICCOLO FARM, Barb & Frank Kruesi, 2831 Bear
Branch Rd., Mouth of Wilson, VA 24363. 276-5792331. <piccolofarmva@gmail.com>

SAVANNA
Idaho

Florida
LONG GREY LINE FARM, LLC, Martha Aitken,
282 SW Mayflower Glen, Fort White,
FL 32038. 386-758-2361. martha@longgreylinefarm.com www.longgreylinefarm.com. Sawyer
Spanish Meat Goats,SGCS Certified Spanish
Herd, Composite Savanna Meat Goats, Welsh
Sheepdogs.

WORMS
EAT MY
GARBAGE
How to
Set Up &
Maintain a
Worm
Composting
System

TOGGENBURG
Iowa
BIRCH HAVEN, Doris Gronewold, 479 Dry Hollow Rd., Waterville, IA 52170. 563-535-7203.
<birchhavendairygoats/facebook> Toggenburgs.
CL. L.A. Herd Ave. “90” with High Production over
3,000# of milk.
DRY CREEK ACRES, Joe Skoda & Melissa O’Rourke,
1849 Whitetail Rd., Decorah, IA 52101. 712-470-3289.
<drycreekacres@hotmail.com> <www.drycreekacres.
com> Toggenburgs. Home of the 2011 and 2012 Junior
National Champions.

WELSH SHEEPDOGS
Florida
LONG GREY LINE FARM, LLC., Martha Aitken,
282 SW Mayflower Glen, Fort White, FL 32038.   
386-758-2361 martha@longgreylinefarm.com
www.longgreylinefarm.com
Welsh
Sheepdogs - Licensed by Welsh Sheepdog
Society, Composite Savanna & Sawyer Spanish
meat goats.

BECKSTEAD FARMS, Matt & Melissa Beckstead,

Place your advertisement today!
E-mail: kweiler@countrysidemag.com
or call: 1-715-965-1234

To order visit:
iamcountryside.com/shop
Or call:
970-392-4419

BACKYARDGOATS.IAMCOUNTRYSIDE.COM
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associations
OBERHASLI BREEDERS OF AMERICA, Ben
Peterson, Secy./Treas., 8580 S Cherry Ave., Fresno, CA 93725. <petesakeoberhasli@gmail.com>
<www.oberhasli.webs.com>
THE MINIATURE GOAT REGISTRY(TMGR)
Supporting breeders and owners of the mini-dairy
breeds. Shows, conformation clinics, milk production.
619-417-0989. www.tmgronline.com
GEORGIA DAIRY GOAT BREEDERS—newsletter,
meetings, shows & speaker program. All breeds
welcome. Secretary: John Latimer, 1540 McRee’s Mill
Rd., Watkinsville, GA 30677. 706-769-9460. Visit us
at www.gdgba.org

Pedigree International Since 2000, registering
Savanna,TexMaster and others. Offering Breed
development tracking and more. 417-327-2774.
<http://PedigreeInternational.com>

AMERICAN LAMANCHA CLUB, Deb Macke, Secretary/Treasurer, N3690 Elmwood Rd., Hawkins, WI
54530. 715-563-0052. <raintreelamanchas@gmail.
com> <www.lamanchas.com>

For all things goat, visit:
backyardgoats.iamcountryside.com

Goat Journal Advertising Form • Next Deadline: July 17, 2020
Liner Classified:

Liner Breeders Directory:
Your Name:

Classification:

Address:

Your Farm Name:

City, State, Zip:

Your Name:
Address:

Classification:

City, State, Zip:

E-mail:

Phone Number:

Ad:

E-mail:
Website:
Breed(s):

Additional words ($1 each):

$40.00

Total Amount Enclosed (US):

Display Breeders/Classified (1" & 2" sizes):
SPECIAL OFFER: FREE Color! ($20 Value Per Issue)
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$_______

Words in bold _____x 25¢ =

$_______

Payment enclosed (U.S. funds):

$_______

Words in all CAPITALS _____x 25¢ =

Additional Words $1 each per year:
Directory listing (6 issues):

Number of words _____ x $1.00 =

$_______

X No. of issues you want your ad to run: _____ = $_______

Please type or print legibly and indicate the words you
would like in bold or capital letters.
• Don’t forget to count your name, address,
phone number and e-mail if it is part of your ad.
• 10 word minimum. Ads under 10 words
will be charged $10.

Feel free to use a separate sheet of paper
Mail to: Goat Journal Breeders/Classifieds,
P.O. Box 566, Medford, WI 54451
or E-mail: kweiler@countrysidemag.com

backyardgoats.iamcountryside.com
715-965-1234

classified ads
BEEKEEPING

POULTRY FEED

MILLER BEE SUPPLY YOUR BEEKEEPING
EXPERTS SINCE 1976! Check us out for all your
beekeeping needs. Whether you are just starting
out or already have bees we are here to assist
your needs. Call us Toll Free: 1-888-848-5184.
496 Yellow Banks Road, North Wilkesboro, NC
28659. Email:info@Millerbeesupply.com Website:
www.millerbeesupply.com.

Infrared Radiant Heat

EGG CARTONS
THE
EGG
CARTON
STORE
Modern service and speed, old world quality and value.
Over 40 years of egg packaging and marketing expertise!
Egg Cartons | Filler Flats | Beautiful Colored Cartons | Poultry Supplies
C a l l f o r G R E AT w h o l e s a l e / p a l l e t q u a n t i t y p r i c i n g ! 8 6 6 - 3 3 3 - 11 3 2
FREE SHIPPING on all cartons and filler flats
WWW.EGGCARTONSTORE.COM.

FREE

715-651- 9757

sweeterheater.com
SAVANNA
POULTRY SUPPLIES

3D’S SAVANNA’S. www.mygoats74864.com

Order
tOday!

How to Can, Freeze, Dehydrate, &
Ferment Your Garden’s Goodness

SOON Church/Government Uniting, Supressing
“Religious Liberty,” Enforcing “National Sunday
Law.” Be Informed! Need mailing address only. TBSM,
Box 99, Lenoir City, TN 37771. thebiblesaystruth@
yahoo.com, 1-888-211-1715.

By Ann Accetta-Scott

More than 30
delicious and
healthy recipes!

HEALTH
ARE YOU TIRED OF SUFFERING FROM BODY
PAIN. IMPROVE YOUR HEALTH. GREAT COMPENSATION PLAN. www.phytozonforhealthandwealth.
com
CBD OIL and other CBD/Hemp Products! Hempworx
offers 250, 500, 750 or 1500 mg. Full spectrum 0.03%
THC or board spectrum that is THC free. Not all cbd
oils are safe, make sure yours is certified and 3rd party
tested, like this one! Google cbd and what you want to
feel better from or about. The benefits are endless. Get
yours today with a 60 day money back guarantee even
if the bottle is EMPTY! More Information or order at:
www.cbdgoldendrop.com or text CBDINFO to
715-965-1234.

MILKING EQUIPMENT
Visit www.PartsDeptOnline.com for great deals on
new milking equipment for cows and goats. We supply to all size dairies. Call for a free 180pg catalog.
1-800-245-8222.

PACK GOAT SUPPLIES
BUTT-HEAD PACK GOAT PRODUCTS. PH 530432-0946. <www.buttheadpackgoats.com> Saddles,
panniers, halters, goat coat/pack covers & more.

www.sweetpdz.com

iamcountryside.com/shop

Temple Grandin’s

Guide to Working With Farm Animals
Safe, Humane Livestock
Handling Practices for
the Small Farm
BY TEMPLE GRANDIN

Award-winning author Temple Grandin is
famous for her groundbreaking approach to
decoding animal behavior. Now she extends
her expert guidance to small-scale farming
operations. Grandin’s fascinating explanations
of how herd animals think — describing their
senses, fears, instincts, and memories — and
how to analyze their behavior, will help you
handle your livestock more safely and effectively. You’ll learn to become a skilled
observer of animal movement and behavior, and detailed illustrations will help
you set up simple and efficient facilities for managing a small herd of 3 to 25
cattle or pigs, or 5 to 100 goats or sheep.

To get your copy visit: iamcountryside.com/shop
Or call: 970-392-4419

BACKYARDGOATS.IAMCOUNTRYSIDE.COM
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goat journal bookstore

For a complete listing of all books available visit our website:
iamcountryside.com/shop; or call 970-392-4419.
SAVE
30%

How to Raise Goats
By Carol Amundson

Whether you want to raise a dairy
barn full of milkers, one hundred
meat goats for market, a herd
of Angoras for mohair fiber, or a
few Pygmies as pets, this book is
for you. Expert, hands-on advice
makes it easy to get started raising a healthy herd. Longtime goat
farmer Carol Amundson describes
the breeds popular in the United
States and Canada and explains
all the helpful do’s and don’ts. 199 pages.
$19.99
Now $13.99 — Save 30%
SAVE
50%

American Farmstead Cheese
By Paul Kindstedt

An essential resource for aspiring and experienced cheese-makers. It is packed with cheesemaking history, technique, artistry,
and business strategies. Features include a fully illustrated guide to basic
cheesemaking, explanations of milk
composition, starter cultures, and the
chemistry of cheese, effects of calcium, pH, salt and moisture, ways to ensure safety and quality and methods
for analyzing cheese production. 276 pages. Hardcover.

$40.00
Now $20.00 — Save 50%
~ LIMITED QUANTITIES ~
SAVE
25%

Storey’s Guide to

Raising Dairy Goats
By Jerry Belanger

The best advice on raising dairy goats.
This indispensable, fully illustrated guide
provides the very latest practical information for dairy goat owners. All of the
essentials are covered here, including: individual breeds; breeding and kidding;
feeding and housing; milking and dairying; health care and disease prevention;
and much more. 283 pages.

$19.95
Now $14.99 — Save 25%
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Raising Dairy Goats
to the Uddermost DVD

SAVE
25%

By Kauffman Brothers Motion Pictures

Embark on a journey learning
about dairy goats on a real-life
farm! From the amazing birth
of a kid caught on camera, to
building simple fences, preventing your goats from getting diseases, choosing the perfect goat,
clipping hooves in real time, and
more, you’re sure to find this video
fun, intriguing, and very educational. 2 hours 3 minutes.

$19.99
Now $14.99 — Save 25%
~ LIMITED QUANTITIES ~

Building Raised Beds
By Marshall Bradley

For beginning gardeners and homeowners, this handbook shows you exactly how to plan, build, and plant a
simple raised bed. Fully illustrated
step-by-step instructions make it easy
and ensure success! 91 pages. $8.95

The Backyard Goat
By Sue Weaver

SAVE
12%

Pulling carts around the farm or
serving as loyal pack animals,
goats are naturally hardworking
and make for friendly companions. This straightforward guide
teaches you how to choose,
house, feed, train, and breed
the best goats for your space
and needs. Whether you want
to churn out fresh dairy products,
harvest soft cashmere for knitting, or keep goats as playful
pets, The Backyard Goat makes it easy to enjoy the benefits
of owning goats, with no experience necessary. 215 pages.
$16.95
Now $14.99 — Save 12%

BOOKS MAKE GREAT GIFTS!

How to Build Animal Housing

The Electric Fencing Handbook

By Carol Ekarius

By Ann Larkin Hansen

Dozens of plans with illustrated, stepby-step instructions for species-specific
shelters. Includes complete plans and
step-by-step, illustrated instructions
for sheds, coops, hutches, multipurpose
barns, and economical easy-to-build
windbreaks and shade structures.
260 pages.

Through clear instructions accessible
to everyone, you’ll learn when to use
these methods or a combination of
the two, plus how to plan for, build,
and maintain your electric fencing.
This crucial tool is cost effective and
versatile, but veteran farmer and author Ann Larkin Hansen also explains
what not to do with an electric fence. 95 pages. $14.95

NEW!

SAVE
30%

$24.95
Now $17.49 — Save 30%

50 DIY Projects
for Keeping Goats

Tiny Goat, Big Cheese

By Janet Garman

NEW!

By Kate Johnson

Get ready to jump into the world
of goats, one DIY project at a time.
Owning and raising goats doesn’t
have to be an expensive venture.
With imagination, simple tools, and
salvaged or bargain materials, you
can make everything your goats
need for their health, safety, and
entertainment. 208 pages. $19.99

Kate Johnson didn’t set out to be a cheesemaker, let alone to open a cheesemaking school. But her childhood passion for
animals and a serendipitous visit to a local
goat farm began a transformation in her
life similar to the transformation milk undergoes when it becomes cheese! Kate shares
with readers how her childhood fantasies surprisingly led to a
successful career and meaningful lifestyle. 176 pages. $14.99

Book Order Form
Title			

Quantity

Book Total

Price

$

Shipping

$

Subtotal

$

WI Residents add
5.5% sales tax

$

$4 first item, $1 each add'l item, Call for Priority & Foreign Rates

Total U.S. Funds $
Name:

Visa

Address:

No.:

City:

Expiration:

State: 				

Zip:

MC

Discover

AmEx

Phone:

Mail to:
Goat Journal Bookstore, P.O. Box 1848, Carson City, NV 89702
Want Free Shipping?
Upgrade your subscription to ALL-ACCESS MEMBERSHIP and your books ship free in the
U.S. every day. Visit backyardgoats.iamcountryside.com/all-membership to learn about
all the perks of membership or call 970-392-4419. It’s less than $1 more a month!
BACKYARDGOATS.IAMCOUNTRYSIDE.COM
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just for fun : : coloring & puzzle
G O AT J O U R N A L R E A D E R C O N T E S T J U LY/AU G U S T 2 0 2 0

Name: _________________________________________________

Each issue, we will offer a chance to win official
Goat Journal swag! Enter to win a journal by completing this puzzle,
using answers found in this issue. The winner will be chosen
randomly from all correct submissions returned by July 1, 2020.

If you g
et
just rem stuck,
ember a
ll
the ans
wers ca
n
be foun
d in artic
les
through
ou
issue. H t this
ave fun
!

ACROSS

DOWN

3. Savanna goats
originated in
_____ _____.

1. Bulgarian dog
developed by
nomadic people of
the same name:

5. Diarrhea in goats:
8. Harry and David
are North American
_____ goats.
13. The _____ goats
used to develop
Kalahari Reds are
now endangered.

Print, fill out, and send to:
Goat Journal
Reader Contest
P.O. Box 566,
Medford, WI 54451
Print, fill out, then take
a picture and email to:
goatjournal@gmail.com
Message your answers to:
goatjournal@gmail.com

14. Kids under eight
weeks rely
on antibodies
from _____.
15. West African _____.
18. Armenian LGD that
can have variability
in appearance:
19. CVI means
Certificate of
_____ Inspection.
20. Nubian goats
originated in _____.
22. Weed Warriors
operate in the
state of _____.

WINNER!

Congratulations to Karen Von Dollen for winning our
March/April Reader Contest. Enjoy your journal, Karen!

23. Antioxidant crucial
for brain health:
24. Hardware disease:
traumatic _____.

2. Largest breed of
goat commonly kept
in the United States:
4. Goats migrated
from the Fertile
Crescent through
the _____
6. Heavy-Weight
Champion Mastana
lived in _____.
7. Ruminant
classification is
based on method
of _____.
9. Sodium _____.
10. National _____
Eradication
Program
11. Dalton and Dani
raise Savanna
goats in _____
_____.
12. Probiotic found in
Swiss cheeses:
16. Breeders collected
goats from as
far as _____
to develop
Kalahari Reds.
17. Nerve that controls
rumen function.
21. Team Snazzy Goat
lives in _____.

68

GOAT JOURNAL | july/august 2020

CO LO R I N G PAG E

Show us your artistic side! Send photos of your finished coloring pages to goatjournal@gmail.com
and we will display them in our next issue. (Be sure to tell us if your goats did the coloring!)

BACKYARDGOATS.IAMCOUNTRYSIDE.COM
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just for fun : : reader coloring pages

A.

C.

B.

A. My goats want to wear clothes. After
seeing this they watched in disbelief of
the clothes! Love this photo. — Judi Davis
age 69
B. I'm Hadley Hanson. I am eight years old
and live in Crook County, Wyoming. I had
a lot of fun coloring this picture, but I've
“goat” to get back to work now!

D.

C. My name is Ali Verges and my daughter Brooke, seven years old, colored this
picture! This picture inspired her as she
has two goats of her own — Nemo and
Brownie! Both goats are Nubian wethers
who she adores! She enjoys taking Nemo
and Brownie on walks and running around
the yard playing games with them! She
would love to see her picture in the next
issue of Goat Journal!

E.

D. Hi, I am Leah Rock, nine years old. I
happily colored these while watching my
baby goats play. Thanks!
E. By Katie Hershberger

goat journal : : coming attractions
STAY T U N E D !
OUR SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER ISSUE OF
GOAT JOURNAL ANSWERS MANY OF YOUR
BREEDING SEASON QUESTIONS!
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•

Scientifically studied ways to get doelings vs. bucklings

•

Where to register your goat

•

Hermaphrodism and the polled gene

•

How to identify goat pregnancies

•

The life story of Janus the two-faced buckling

•

Fall and winter hoof care

•

Building an inexpensive goat shelter

•

PLUS a breed profile of the Valais Blackneck goat!

Electric Fence

Starter Kits!
Everything you need in one package!

Kits help simplify purchasing decisions by offering just the essentials needed to fence in
a small flock or herd. Our unique electrified net fencing adapts to dips and curves in
difficult terrain. It arrives at your door as a complete roll with the posts already built-in.
Just add support posts at ends & corners and connect the energizer.

Kit contains:
• One 100 ft roll of Netting
• 0.6 joule Solar Fence Energizer
• Fence Tester to monitor voltage
• 4–FiberTuff Support Posts

Contact us for FREE catalogs!
FREE shipping on qualified orders.

premier1supplies.com
800-282-6631

