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OUR CUSTOMERS SAY IT BEST
“The Caprikorn does are amazing. They so outclass
the rest of the herd it’s not funny.” — Trent Hendricks, MO
“A big congratulations to your TOP TEN DOES last year. I keep
reading on and on and kept seeing all yours listed. Yea Caprikorn!”
— Tom & Roni, CA

“We have 144 CAPRIKORN HOT SAUCE daughters. The YEARLINGS
from him tower over a lot of the older does.” — Keith, New England
“We LOVE our Caprikorn Farm goats – they are not only
very productive, they are lovely personalities - smart, but not
overly pushy.” — Bedford Blueberry Goat Farm, MA
“I would say you are probably the top herd in the nation now
with those classification scores and that milk production.”
— Janelle Anderson, 30-year Saanen Breeder, NE

“Our KID ROCK daughters are milking 10 pounds at
10 months of age!” — Emanual Schneider, PA
“By the way, HOT ROD is doing great. His girls have had
their first kids. He definitely improved our genetic pool.”
— Andrea Gauvreau, Quebec

“Scott, bought seven does from OK. Had never seen such
milk or quality in a goat herd. When asked about the
genetics he said ‘they were Caprikorn.’ They are doing
18 pounds a day. The yearlings are doing 13 pounds a day.”
— Thomas Childress, Hereford Breeder, TX

NEW KIDS
ARE READY
TO GO!

BEST OF THE BEST
Caprikorn Farms, home of
Award-Winning Saanen
Dairy Goats, received
Elite Doe listing for
23 out of the top 25 Elite Does!
(December 2019)

Call for a catalog or visit
caprikornfarms.com

“I am overly pleased with EARTHMAN and the improvements
that I can already see that he has made to our farm.”
— Wendy, Bootleg Farm, GA

“My name is Shereen and I bought a buck from you a couple
years ago. Fantastic buck - I love this buck!” — Shereen Wilcox, PA
“We have 105 does … Just so you know the Caprikorns are the
nicest and largest ones. We can always pick them out just by
looking at them.” — Lori Lyons, WI
“Dear Scott, that is some Sales List! I know your goats are the BEST!”
— Brad Parker, Pipe Dreams Fromage, PA

“Hey Scott, I got to milk some of your best goats when
Alice was here; was impressed!” — Levi Peterscheim, IA
“The Caprikorn girls are doing FANTASTIC! They are exceeding our
expectations. They are always coming in with full bags and they
don’t want to slow down production very quickly when it is time to
start drying up.” — Jared Rebling, Brighton, IA
“AMBER is a milk machine. I appreciate the temperament of all
your goats; they are so nice and loving!” — Scarlett Payne, Utica, OH

Price list and videos
are available.

“A lot of the ones we have from your bucks freshened at
11 months and they’re just fantastic.” — Keith Tifft, VT

WE
EXPO
RT!

“DILL and DYLEX are amazing, and as milking yearlings
were amazing also … ” — Lila Stref, SD
“I appreciate that you are willing to refund our deposits;
we have decided to back out of all 11 dairy goat kids.”
— Trisha Bickel, Hamburg, PA

CAPRIKORN FARMS
SAANENS FOR DAIRY FARMERS

20312 Townsend Road
Gapland, MD 21779
(301) 834-8030

“I have appraised all the major Saanen herds and you have the
best feet and legs.” — Linear Appraiser,
American Dairy Goat Assn., 2013

“I am so very glad to be able to work with you as you are one
of the most reliable and honest goat breeders I know. It is such a
pleasure to have complete confidence in a purchase to know
that it will be totally as represented.” — Teddy West, OH

goat journal : : from the editor

HER
CRIES
FOR HELP

M

Y FIRST KIDDING
SEASON went off
without a hitch. Healthy
babies born to healthy moms. No
rejected kids, no malpresentation.
I wasn’t so lucky the next year.
Still new at this, I didn’t know all
the signs of goat labor, especially
the signs of trouble. But one thing
stood out. Two strong, opinionated,
independent does cried if I left
them. They refused to be alone, and
they wanted ME, not one of their family or friends.
They knew they were in trouble.
I huddled in blankets in the goat shelter, on a
windy March day, as Dulcinea showed the dazed
expression, restless behavior, licking my hand …
but never progressed to the classic signs of active
labor. She screamed if I left, so my husband “goatsat” during potty breaks. At night I brought Dulcinea
into the guest room and laid down an old quilt. With
her on the quilt and me in the guest bed, she quieted
down. The next day, we waited at the vet’s office for
the doors to open, where she underwent a cesarean
section to remove a very large, stillborn doeling.
Two months later, it was Iris’ turn. The night before,
she became vocal and showed hollowed flanks, so
we locked her safely in the barn. She showed no
progression in the morning but she refused to be left
alone. I spent another day working on my laptop
in a goat shelter. A goat-expert friend walked me
through reaching in and pulling out a stillborn kid,

receiving a second healthy doeling, then reaching
in again to pull a breech buckling. Iris rejected the
breech boy and accepted the girl born normally,
and I learned how to care for rejected babies.
Each year can bring challenges, even if
you’ve been doing this for years. It helps to
have an expert you can call for direction if it
happens. Sometimes, tragedy strikes, but often
a little knowledge can save several lives.
We hope the stories we have provided this
kidding season help you be ready when your babies
arrive, in case you have problems that need human
expertise. And we would love to hear your stories
or see your pictures. If you would like to share a
kidding story, email me or send it snail-mail.
HAPPY KIDDING SEASON!

TELL US ABOUT YOU!
Do you have a story suggestion for Goat Journal? Would you like to tell us how you dealt with a particular
problem … or ask for advice regarding an issue that didn’t go so well? Send your letters via email to
goatjournal@gmail.com or the old-fashioned way to Goat Journal, P.O. Box 566, Medford, WI 54451.
6
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goat journal : : reader spotlight

BUSTLES & BLOOMERS
Tessa’s goat Ophelia first appeared in Goat Journal in the
September/October 2018 issue, wearing a custom-made
dress for her maternity shoot. Tessa Rotoli runs Bustles &
Bloomers, a custom sewing service out of Carson City,
Nevada, and helps her children show goats for Arrowhead
Livestock 4-H club. You can find her at
facebook.com/bustlesandbloomers.

Above: I made a new dress to celebrate the
release of the Cherry Bomb dress pattern from
Ragamuffin Patterns and couldn't think of a
better way to photograph it than with wine and
goats. With Trixie (she looks like an Alpine,
but is actually the daughter of Ophelia and a
LaMancha/Boer buck), and Ophelia (LaMancha).
Above: Sophie and Trixie at the Nevada Junior Livestock Show on costume night.
Trixie's dam, Ophelia, wore the same dress a year prior for maternity photos.
Below: Adaline (four years) and her new BFF Gloria (six months) hanging
out together to show off Adaline's new dress made by Bustles & Bloomers
with fabric from Pink Zeppelin Fabrics. Submitted by Tessa Rotoli.

Right:
Sophie and her "un"
poodle skirt. I used
the silhouette of her
doe, Trixie, from
the fair photo to make
a cutout of her goat
for her skirt.
What goat-loving
10-year-old wouldn't
love her own goat
on her skirt?
BACKYARDGOATS.IAMCOUNTRYSIDE.COM
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goat journal : : conversation
One of my goats was disbudded, twice I am told, by the farmer I purchased him from. The disbudding
did not work, and he has one horn that grows. This would not be an issue, if it would grow in a normal
direction. Instead, by the time it gets to be two inches long, it has grown curled toward his head
and is usually touching his head. We have been trimming it, but I am wondering if there is a way to
get it to grow straight, or if it is necessary to keep trimming it? If it should be trimmed periodically,
what is the best way? I have used a pair of loppers, but he is not usually cooperative about it.
— Deborah
I asked our writer Janet Garman, who once had a goat whose scur would grow into his eye socket. Her shearer showed
her how to use a special saw called an OB/dehorning wire saw to cut the scur back, and at the same time, they cauterized
it to keep it from bleeding. I don't believe there is any way to make it grow straight since the horn bud itself has been
damaged. With some goats, after they reach maturity, the horns stop growing and at that time a banding or one
final dehorning will be permanent.
Marissa Ames
Editor, Goat Journal

Can I treat my pregnant does with ivermectin paste?
Some are saying that Ivermectin Plus is not safe for
pregnant does.
— Anonymous
In her story “Gastrointestinal Parasites in Goats,”
published in our July/August 2019 issue, Dr. Katie Estill
DVM says,
There are three classes of anthelminthics used in goats;
avermectins, benzimidazoles, and imidothiazoles. Avermectins
include ivermectin and moxidectin. While these medications
are effective against nematodes, they are not FDA approved
for use in sheep and goats. Using these medications “extralabel” means that their use requires a prescription from your
veterinarian which includes dosage and withdrawal times.
Benzimidazoles are labeled for use in sheep and goats. These
products include fenbendazole and albendazole, which are
white drenches. Finally, the only imidothiazole is levamisole.
It is also approved for use in goats with fewer issues with
resistance and effectivity than the benzimidazoles.
Cornell University published a Dewormer Chart for
Goats which listed albendazole, fenbendazole, ivermectin,
levamisole, moxidectin, and morantel. Of the two
medications Dr. Estill listed as not off-label, the chart
instructs NOT to use albendazole during the first trimester
of goat pregnancy. Another trusted resource says not to use
albendazole at ALL during pregnancy and includes that
levamisole has a very small margin of error for safety. Many
goat owners I know, including myself, deworm pregnant
does only when necessary and we use fenbendazole.

WE LOVE HEARING
FROM YOU!
8

DO YOU
HAVE A
GOAT-RELATED
QUESTION?
WISH YOU COULD ASK A
GOAT EXPERT OR HAVE
A CHAT WITH SOMEONE
WHO ALSO HAS GOATS?
WELL, NOW YOU CAN.
Members of our Backyard Goats site
can ask via live chat or visit our Ask the
Expert section of Backyard Goats to see
if your question already has an answer!
backyardgoats.iamcountryside.com/
ask-the-expert
While we work with veterinarian consultants,
our editors are not veterinarians and cannot recommend off-label medication or products for treatment, or dosage information.

Leave us a review on
facebook.com/goatjournal/
reviews
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Goat Journal
P.O. Box 566, Medford, WI 54451
or email goatjournal@gmail.com

goat journal : : reader photos

1
2

3

PH O TO S

1. Lottie Da (left), the matriarch of Chabara Herd, with
eight-month-old twins Ditti Do and Wooly Bully.
They still try to nurse occasionally!
2. Buckling Nico, Duke of Alvord and yearling doe
Sangria love pecan leaves!
3. Nico, Duke of Alvord, five months old, loves to jump
on top of things.
All are registered with both ADGA and AGS.
Photos 1-3 submitted by Charles Weiss
4. My This is my new Nigerian Dwarf buck, Zeb.
(aka "Z-man") This was his first day on the farm,
so he had to pose for his new girls! Submitted
by Jessica Huffman of Sunshine Farm
5. My granddaughter enjoys feeding a baby
Savanna goat.
6. Savanna doe with two babies.
Photos 5 and 6 submitted by Larry Rutledge
of Texas Savannas, Lampasas, Texas

4

7. Trying to winter prep and Napoleon wants to
take selfies. Submitted by Caidyn Edlund
8. Submitted by Kendra Swartz
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5

6

8

ways to share:
email photos in jpg format to
goatjournal@gmail.com
message us on facebook:
facebook.com/goatjournal

7

tag us on instagram or
use #goatjournal:
instagram.com/goatjournal

7

mail your entry to:
goat journal
p.o. box 566
medford, wi 54451

BACKYARDGOATS.IAMCOUNTRYSIDE.COM
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back from the vet : : featuring dr. katie estill dvm

JUST KIDDING!

G

OAT KIDS ARE AMONG the most adorable
ensure that monitoring can begin when kidding is
of creatures. Their birth, however, can
nigh. When an exact breeding date is not known,
often be a stressful time. While does most
more careful observation must be used. Does can be
commonly deliver their kids without incident,
assessed for mammary gland development, vulvar
proper preparation ensures that when problems
swelling, and relaxing of pelvic muscles to help
with kidding arise, they can be identified and
anticipate kidding. As the time for kidding nears, does
corrected quickly. Both the veteran goat herd
should be observed with increased frequency to note
and the new goat hobby farmer should refresh
when the stages of labor begin. Checking of expectant
their kidding knowledge and supplies yearly.
does is recommended every two to four hours.
To identify abnormalities in the kidding process,
To ensure a healthy set of kids, the environment
it is necessary to understand the normal kidding
and kidding kit should also be prepared. The pen
process. Kidding is divided into three stages. Stage 1
for kidding should be cleaned thoroughly. It is
one of labor involves the doe
recommended to disinfect the
showing signs of discomfort
dirt base with lime or similar
and restlessness. Often the
material, especially in high
signs are very subtle. This stage
animal traffic areas. Bedding
If the placenta has not
can last anywhere from one to
should be freshened and
eight hours. Does may separate
clean. In cool climates, heat
passed within 12 hours,
themselves from their herd,
lamps should be inspected and
it is considered retained.
or paw or nest in the ground.
prepared to ensure that kids
Stringy vaginal discharge may
can stay warm. The kidding kit
At that point, antibiotics
also become visible. Stage 2 of
should be cleaned and restocked.
labor begins when the fetus
For veteran goat owners,
should be begun to
enters the birth canal and the
the kidding kit may be more
ensure that no uterine
doe’s water breaks. During this
extensive, while for those new
stage, the doe will be in active
to raising goats it should at least
infection occurs.
labor with visible abdominal
contain the basics. Basic kidding
contractions. Depending upon
items include clean and dry
the number of kids within the
towels, chlorhexidine solution
womb, this stage can last from
for dipping navels and cleaning
one to four hours, however the goat should have
does, disposable gloves, and a list of emergency
progress with her labor every 30 minutes. Stage 3 of
phone numbers. When tracking doe and kid health,
labor is the passing of the placenta. This should occur
keeping a scale and recording birth weights is also
within 12 hours, though it frequently occurs within
advised. Tags and taggers can also be kept here if kids
30 minutes. During this time, kids should be standing
are being tagged in their first weeks of life. For more
up and nursing. They should have nursed one to two
veteran goat owners who feel comfortable in providing
ounces of colostrum, ideally within two hours of birth.
assistance in delivery, further items should be kept
When assessing a goat’s progress through the
in the kit and refreshed yearly. These may include
stages of birth, it is necessary to know roughly when
obstetrical lube in an abundant quantity, long plastic
these stages have begun. This requires increased
sleeves, a kid puller, and feeding tubes and syringes.
monitoring of does when birth is near. Having
The pens are cleaned, the kit is refreshed, and the
breeding dates of does is one of the best ways to
does nearing birth are being monitored for signs
12
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of labor. So now what? If all
veterinarian should be called.
proceeds smoothly, the kids are
Cesarean sections can be performed
born, cleaned and dried by their
if vaginal birth is not an option.
mother, stand for nursing, and
While these are not without risk, if
have their navels dipped. But what
done in a timely fashion does can
happens when kidding does not
give birth to live kids and live to be
proceed smoothly? And how do
productive members of the herd.
we know it’s not going smoothly?
Once the kids have been
As stated before, goats should
delivered, continued monitoring is
have progression in active labor
still required. Kids should be able to
every half hour. If a goat has been
stand and nurse within one to two
laboring for that time with no
hours of birth. If they are weak and
appearance
cannot rise, then
of a kid, then
steps should be
intervention
taken to ensure
needs to begin.
they receive
Though generally
Intervention
adequate
for those
amounts of
fewer than 5% of does
with limited
colostrum.
have difficulty kidding,
goat kidding
Goats kids
experience
can be given
catching problems
should
colostrum via an
involve calling
orogastric tube.
early and proceeding
your herd
This procedure
with intervention
veterinarian. For
should only
those with more
be performed
quickly ensures a
experience,
by a confident
higher likelihood of
intervention
and experience
involves vaginal
individual, as
healthy does and kids.
assessment.
administration
The vulva of
of milk into
the doe should
the lungs of an
be cleaned
animal is fatal.
with chlorhexidine diluted in
If you have several goats kidding, it
warm water. Plentiful amounts
may be wise to preserve colostrum
of lubricant should be placed on
from a goat that has only one or
a gloved hand and assessment
two kids, in case there is a goat with
of birth canal performed (there
little milk or a bad bag. This can
is no such thing as too much
be done by milking a post-kidding
lube). Common causes of goat
doe and freezing the colostrum.
dystocia include ringwomb,
It is recommended to freeze in
turned-back heads, and multiple
ice cube trays as that allows for
fetuses attempting to enter the
easy thawing of small amounts.
birth canal. Careful assessment of
If the goat has kidded and the
the canal can generally indicate
kids are up and nursing, all that
what the problem is. If after 30
remains is to ensure complete
minutes of well lubricated and
passage of the placenta. Separating
careful manipulation, progress can
the goat in a small pen ensures
still not be made, then the herd
that the placenta is easy to find.

It can be eaten by the doe or
scavengers if she is left out. If the
placenta has not passed within 12
hours, it is considered retained.
At that point, antibiotics should
be begun to ensure that no uterine
infection occurs. These should be
prescribed by your veterinarian
to ensure appropriate dosage and
withdrawn are observed. If the goat
owner is confident, gentle traction
can be placed on the placenta to
encourage to release. It should not
be tugged on aggressively, as this
can result in ripping of the placenta.
If the placenta cannot be removed
within a few hours, a professional
should be consulted to reduce risk
of metritis, or uterine infection.
While goat kidding may be a
stressful time, having a plan in
place can greatly reduce anxiety.
It is also important to know what
procedures you feel confident
and comfortable performing. As
you begin intervention, keep an
eye on the clock to ensure that
if progress is not being made,
the next step is taken in a timely
manner. Though generally fewer
than 5% of does have difficulty
kidding, catching problems early
and proceeding with intervention
quickly ensures a higher likelihood
of healthy does and kids.
SOURCES
merckvetmanual.com/management-and-nutrition/management-of-reproduction-goats/parturition-in-goats
goats.extension.org/wp-content/
uploads/2019/08/Kidding_Season09-color.pdf
uaex.edu/publications/pdf/FSA9615.pdf

DR. KATIE ESTILL DVM is a veterinarian consultant for Goat Journal, Countryside & Small Stock Journal, and
Countryside online. She works with goats and other large livestock at Desert Trails Veterinary Services in
Winnemucca, Nevada.
BACKYARDGOATS.IAMCOUNTRYSIDE.COM
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katherine’s caprine corner : : featuring katherine drovdahl

Do you have a question for Katherine’s Caprine Corner?
Send it to us at goatjournal@gmail.com.
Katherine Drovdahl, MH CA CEIT DipHIr QTP, answers your questions about deworming, trimming goat's feet and feeding.
Q: Can I deworm my pregnant goats?

Q: At what age should I deworm my kids?

A: That is a great question! Not only can you,
but you should! As always, my preference is
sustainable high-quality herbal products. The
reasons are simple. For one, many areas of the
country experience increasing concerns with
parasite resistance to chemical products. Another
consideration is that intelligently blended
products benefit the goat and unborn kids while
creating an environment that parasites don’t
cope with. Thirdly, in the last two to four weeks
of pregnancy, the doe’s immunity drops until
two to four weeks after she kids, which makes
her exceptionally susceptible to parasitic growth.
As weather begins to hit the 50s (Fahrenheit),
parasite reproduction rises. Most livestock
consume new eggs or larvae from contaminated
pastures or pens; goats more so because of
their habit of sticking their goatberry-laden feet
into their feeders. For those that use chemicals,
always be sure, without any shadow of doubt,
that it is “safe” for use during pregnancy; I’d
never use them during first trimester, which
has the highest risk for birth defects. Also avoid
extracts (liquids) with wormwood or sage in
them, at any time during pregnancy, due to risk
of increasing thujone levels, which is addictive
and can cause nervous system problems. My
blog on my website has a great article about
using the wormwood plant (whole herb, not
extracts or essential oils) and its benefits during
pregnancy, especially when combined in a wellthought-out whole herb blend. Sage left in whole
herb form (not extracted or essential oils) is also
fine if used with respect in small amounts.

A: When are they getting exposed to goat manure?
I start my kids at about four days of age with herbal
products, and I continue at least twice per week from
then on. They have likely already consumed or inhaled
larvae and or egg ovum by this age, if they are in the
barn. The average parasite becomes a full egg-laying
adult within three weeks and does damage inside of the
kid, as well as leaving waste behind in the kid, during
that entire time. Waiting for symptoms or for obvious
damage is not an option if I want the best growth and
genetic potential out of my kids (or other livestock/
equines/pets). I don’t recommend using chemical
products at these young ages due to the toxic load within
the kid and its very young organs. I simply mix mine
with goat milk and serve in lambars, bottles, or carefully
drench. As they get older, I can mix with moistened
supplemental grain and with their drinking water.
Q: Can I trim my pregnant goat’s feet?
A: Is the doeling moderate- to strong-boned as
opposed to fine-boned? Is she otherwise growthy for
her age? Is she in good health? Do we still have three
or more months to work with? In those situations, I
have had people carefully but on a weekly schedule
increase the plant nutrition levels and calories (while
watching her for proper weight) of the doeling to really
support their ability to be well plant-mineralized and
to encourage them to continue to grow well during
pregnancy. This has resulted in normal kiddings. If
they are much younger than that or are fine-boned,
small, or not well, work with your veterinarian or a
wellness professional to help you assess the situation.

KATHERINE DROVDAHL and husband Jerry keep LaManchas, horses,
alpacas, and gardens on a small piece of Washington State paradise.
Her certifications, including Master of Herbology, help her guide
others through human or creature wellness problems. Her wellness
products, consultations, and signed copies of The Accessible Pet,
Equine, and Livestock Herbal are available at firmeadowllc.com.

14
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Q: How often should
I trim feet, and when
should I start trimming
my kids’ feet?
A: Since we have mainly
pasture and feed our goats
very well, I like to trim our
feet monthly. Sometimes I let
them go six or eight weeks
and that’s okay ONLY IF
their feet stay dry (not packed
full of mud) and their pelvic
and leg structure allows the
feet to grow out straight
without collapsing to a side or
warping other than where it
wants to roll under. If you get
feet that grow out completely
correct, congratulations on
your breeding program. Those
correct legs and feet contribute
to longevity and increased
production/rate of gain.

Q: Can I feed my goat when my goat is too cold, and
how can I safely warm it up?
A: Yes you can, but if it’s really hypothermic your goat is not going to
eat. When we have run into that (like a doe ending up in cold stock tank
in the winter) after pulling her out I will mix a large pinch of cayenne
and a large pinch of ginger root powder with a liquid and carefully
drench between the cheek and gum. A truly cold goat will have difficulty
swallowing, so go slow. After that, we get them in warm bedding and
blanketed. I also fill plastic containers with hot water and place them
around the goat (without touching the goat so you don’t burn them) and
then cover it with a wool blanket to make a warm tent. The oral herbs
can be continued every 15 minutes if needed. Mixing these herbs with
olive oil and CAREFULLY applying (do NOT massage in, just place on)
to frostbitten ears or tails encourages circulation in those areas, as well as
using the oral herbs. Kids can also be submerged in warm 100-degree F
water until their body temperature comes up, but for me it’s safer and easier
to just do the hot water bottles and tent. If a goat seems nearly or possibly
comatose, carefully rub cayenne with olive oil onto the heart region as
well as placing some on the gums. As long as the animal is still alive with
a pulse, the cayenne races to the heart to give it endurance and life.
Wishing each of you, your families, and your farms an
incredibly blessed spring and kidding season!
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A Miraculous Rescue
from the Flood
by REBECCA SANDERSON

HOW THE SAN CLEMENTE ISLAND GOATS WERE SAVED
AT WILLOW VALLEY FARMS

T

fertilized chicken egg on John and Chad’s 40HE SAN CLEMENTE ISLAND breed of goats
acre farm along the Elkhorn River with beautiful
is critically endangered with only about 800
willows surrounding it. Over the years as they
known goats left in the world. They originated
added the San Clemente Island goats, chickens,
from San Clemente Island in the Channel Islands of
ducks, turkeys, guineas, and peacocks.
California. Thought to have descended from several
The recipe for the perfect climate disaster happened
ancient breeds of Spanish goats, they are a distinct
in the winter of
breed of their
2018 when higher
own. As they
amounts of snow
were forced from
piled up. This
San Clemente
This breed of goats has only about 800
winter’s snow
Island nearly
was still on the
30 years ago,
left in the world. When rising floodwaters
ground when
their numbers
temperatures
dwindled
endangered 40% of them, a miraculous
suddenly rose
dangerously
to the high
low. Due to
story of their rescue ensued.
60s. Virtually
conservation
everything
efforts, that
had melted
number is now
within two
increasing.
or three days when the bomb cyclone hit. Several
However, when a herd that comprised 40% of
inches of rain fell in only a couple of days, but the
the known San Clemente Island goats was in
still mostly frozen ground could not absorb any of it.
danger of drowning in rapidly rising floodwaters,
The water just ran over the ground, not sinking in at
many friends, neighbors, coworkers, and
all. Rivers rapidly rose and spilled over their banks,
volunteers flocked to offer their help. What
exacerbated by the ice packs still locking up entire
follows is the miraculous story of their rescue.
sections of river. With little warning, people fled their
Willow Valley Farms began in 2007 with a single
16
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homes for higher ground as rivers
of water filled with large chunks of
ice and debris began flowing across
roadways and tearing out bridges.
On Friday, March 15th, John got
up for work as normal. Looking
out from the balcony, he noted that
the Elkhorn River was starting to
flood; the water had already reached
the high point that the historic
“500-year flood” of 2011 had hit.
Although he was concerned, he still
had work obligations, and Chad
was there to watch the animals.
By 2:30, Chad was calling John
to come home as the waters were
rapidly rising and even covering
the goats’ pastures. Ten minutes
later, the pasture for the does was
underwater. As John rushed home,
he could see that out of 40 acres, at
least 32 of them were completely
submerged, and it was only getting
worse. By 4:15, the pasture of bucks
was also in serious trouble.
At this point, John and Chad turned
to social media to plead for help
in rescuing their endangered herd.
Within an hour, almost 50 volunteers
came with trailers to try to get the
goats out. They began grabbing goats
and carrying them individually to
the trailers. However, chaos broke
out again as a volunteer’s Border
collie excited the goats and had them
running back into the water. Finally,
with the dog contained, they herded
the does into the barn so they could
easily grab the rest of them. Those
trailers full of 225 does and a few
wethers left the farm at 8:30 in the
evening. Even as they drove away,
the trailers were often losing traction
and often could be felt floating in
the water that covered the road.
They were the last vehicles to travel
that road before it was closed. Now
stranded, John and Chad still had
all the bucks to save. It was now
completely dark, and water filled
with debris and ice rushed through
all the pastures. Unable to even
walk through the pasture due to
the hazards, they ended up literally
throwing the bucks over a five-foot-

A bioavailable line of minerals formulated by herbalist and
traditional naturopath Alethea Kenney. Created to improve
digestion, growth, health, immune function and reproduction.
Contains no fillers or artificial preservatives, non-GMO.

Back in Balance Blends:
Herbal Products for Livestocks

For Orders:
North Central Feed Products, LLC Zena Dunker
70 Alice St., P.O. Box 10 | Gonvick, MN 56644
1-877-487-6040 | ncfpllc@gmail.com
Can ship anywhere in the U.S.

Book Now Available:

An Ounce Of Prevention: Raising
and Feeding Animals Naturally
See website for more information.
Alethea Kenney,
B.S., D. Vet. Hom.
Shevlin, MN 56676
218-657-2502
info@borealbalance.com

BACKYARDGOATS.IAMCOUNTRYSIDE.COM

17

feature : : rescue

high fence to the neighbors on the other side, who
then placed the bucks three at a time on ATVs to
take them to a couple of horse trailers. Once all the
bucks were in the trailers, John and Chad drove them
to high ground and then had to leave them there
until the roads became clear enough to transport
them elsewhere. That would be in three days.
With the goats rescued, or at least as rescued as
they could be, John and Chad turned their attention
to the aviary of birds. With an extension cord tied
around his waist, John waded to the aviary with a
pillowcase to grab the birds that were still alive and
set them loose. There was nothing more that could
be done. Now, in the middle of the night, with the
floating propane tank tethered, they could focus on
warming up and trying to rest. Through the night,
floodwaters flattened their fences and ravaged through
their farm that they had worked so hard to create.
On Saturday morning, John and Chad looked out
to see that the river that normally flowed beside their
property was now flowing through it at four times its
normal size. Their house, built on the highest point
of the 40-acre farm, was merely a couple of feet away
from the water. Finally, on Sunday, they could tell
that the water was beginning to go down a little. It
was Monday afternoon before they could leave their
property, taking the two trailers of bucks and wethers
to a safe holding place until they could be brought
home. With the goats being temporarily held at other
farms, John and Chad surveyed the destruction of their
beloved farm. With fences leveled, debris and sand
18
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piled up, sinkholes as big as swimming pools, and their
newly purchased hay having floated away, their hearts
broke at the sight. As the waters slowly continued
to recede and dry up, John and Chad began the
cleanup and
rebuilding.
Chores
Out of 40 acres, at least
included a
three-hour
32 were completely
round trip
of driving
submerged, and it was
in opposite
directions,
only getting worse.
bypassing
three
John and Chad turned
downed
bridges, to
to social media to plead
feed and care
for the goats.
for help. Within an hour,
It took two
full months
almost 50 volunteers
of work
combined
came with trailers to try
with waiting
for the water
to get the goats out.
to dry up
enough for
goat safety
and health before they could think about bringing
the herd home. While none of the goats were lost
in the flood, six were lost in the aftermath of stress
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and overcrowding at the temporary holding places.
Finally, in mid-May, the herd of San Clemente Island
goats was able to return home. The goats leaped
and danced as they exited the trailer, recognizing
their home. They had lost a lot of weight mainly
because of the overcrowding, and now they must
work hard to put that weight back on. Fortunately,
being gone for two months allowed the land to
flourish with feed in preparation for their return.
Even though the herd is home and has gained
back the weight they lost, John and Chad still have
a ton of work left to do. There is still over half the
fencing on the farm that needs to be completed.
Some buildings need to be gutted or even completely
rebuilt. Before the flood, Willow Valley Farms
was working toward becoming a goat dairy, but
that plan was on hold during repairs. Now they
are moving toward that goal once again.
John and Chad at Willow Valley Farms welcome
volunteers and help in any way. They accept
20
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donations via Venmo @JohnandChad. They also
welcome interest in the San Clemente Island goats
themselves. For those looking to possibly work in
helping to preserve this remarkable breed of goat,
you are encouraged to visit www.scigoatfoundation.
org for information about starting a herd.
Disasters bring people together in amazing ways.
Complete strangers rushed to help save endangered
goats from drowning in freezing water. It is interesting
that these same disasters also bond the humans and
animals involved. When John went to save their
birds, he also grabbed his peacock. This peacock
had never let a human come within 10 feet until the
flood. Now, that same peacock sits outside the back
door, waiting for John and Chad to come outside
every morning. It often roosts in the tree next to the
house and is never far. The flood that leveled Willow
Valley Farms forever changed the lives of John and
Chad and their San Clemente Island goats, but some
of those changes may have been for the better.

Parts Dept.

Parts Dept offers hundreds of goat products you
will find in our latest 200pg FREE 2020 catalog. Call for a FREE Catalog
Website: www.PartsDeptOnline.com
800-245-8222

MP Cooling Tanks

The MP cooling tanks range from 15 Gallons to 285 Gallons these tanks meet the
needs of all home, small dairy and cheese production facilities. Fast and stable
cooling and maximum energy efficiency are benefits when using any of our MP
models. These tanks are fully compliant with all 3A standards and regulations and
are Grade A. Tanks up to 90 Gallon run on standard 110V electricity and require
no special wiring, 140-285 Gallon run on 220V. 2 Year Warrantee

220 Gallon

Features
Grade A.
2 Year Warrantee.
Free Tank Valve.
Calibration Chart & Dip Stick.
Temperature Recorder Ready.

MP Cooling Tanks
15 Gallon
30 Gallon
60 Gallon
90 Gallon
140 Gallon
220 Gallon
285 Gallon

$2195.00 or $91/Mo
$2595.00 or $108/Mo
$3595.00 or $149/Mo
$4195.00 or $174/Mo
$5295.00 or $200/Mo
$7395.00 or $308/Mo
$7995.00 or $333Mo

Portable Vacuum Systems
Made 100% in USA
3/4 HP Vac supply $1295 (Runs 2 buckets)
Financing for 24 Months $45/Mo
1.5 HP Vac supply $1395 (Runs 4 buckets)
Financing for 24 Months $54/Mo

Nupulse Buckets & Claws
Complete bucket $459.95
Nupulse Claw $169.95

Feeder $41.95
Stand $15.95

Teat Wipes
Bucket / 700 $29.95
Refill / 700 $26.95

ITP205 $37.95

ITP207 $39.95
Vanguard
Claw $99.95

Free shipping on this item
in 48 States

Pulsators
BRK $79.95
L80 $105.95
LL90 $109.95

35Lb Goat Pail $400.00
35Lb Cow Pail $400.00

“Pritchard”
Flutter Valve
$2.35

1 Goat Portable Vacuum System
Made 100% in USA
3/4 HP Vac supply Only $699 (Runs 1 bucket)
3/4 HP Vac supply With Bucket $999

Goat Clusters
Automatic on/off
Silicone Liners & Hose
Clusters From $159.00

Vanguard
Inflation
$14.95

Fight Bac
$10.95 Single can
$8.95 Ea (case/12)
Dehorners
Stone 3/4” $99.00
Cordless $249.95

Kid Bar 1 $34.95
Kid Bar 7 $114.95
Kid Bar 10 $149.95
Dynamint Cream
Organic Approved
17oz Bottle $13.95
2 Litre Jug $39.95

Stainless Pasteurizer
2 Gallons in 1 Hour
All Stainless Steel.
Made in USA
$359.00
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DAMSELS IN

DISTRESS

by JANET GARMAN

W

A normal goat labor
timeline is approximately
12 hours. The actual
delivery should be finished
in under 30 minutes.
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HEN YOUR PREGNANT
doe is in distress, there
isn’t a lot of time to
research goat labor problems.
Gaining knowledge beforehand
about goat labor problems helps
you have better outcomes. In
order to recognize that a pregnant
doe is in distress, you should
familiarize yourself with the
usual goat kidding signs and
the normal course of delivery.
Goat pregnancy lasts somewhere
from 150 to 155 days. When you
know the actual date that the buck
had access to the doe, you can track
the time closely. When you keep the
buck with the does, it is harder to
determine a possible delivery date.
There are some signs you can look
for as delivery is expected. The doe
may refuse food and maintain some
distance from the herd. Her vulva
will swell, and the udder will likely
begin to fill. As labor progresses
the doe may become vocal,
restless, and paw at the ground.

WHEN LABOR BEGINS
The first signs of active labor
in goats can include refusing
food, staying away from the herd,
vulva swelling, udder filling,
and restlessness. A normal goat
labor timeline is approximately 12
hours. The actual delivery should
be finished in under 30 minutes.
Postpartum, the doe will clean
her kids and allow them to nurse.
The placenta will be delivered.
In longer labor and delivery
situations, you might be seeing goat
labor problems. The kid can be in
a poor position for birth, or too big
for the doe to deliver. When you see
your goat lying down and begin to
suspect that the kids are on the way,
what should you be looking for?
REASONS BEHIND GOAT LABOR
PROBLEMS
When dystocia (difficulties
during labor and delivery) occur,
the causes could be from a few
possibilities. The cervix may not
have dilated properly, or the kid

could be extra-large. In some
cases, just the head might be
oversized. Twins presenting at the
same time can cause an extended
labor phase, or the kid may be
in a bad position for birth. Stress
can cause labor and delivery
issues if the doe was disturbed
or scared during early labor.
MAKING THE DECISION TO ASSIST
THE DOE IN DISTRESS
A new goat keeper may
wonder when the right time is to
assist with goat labor problems.
Honestly, even some of the most
experienced goat keepers can be
caught off guard when a goat is
having difficulty delivering. The
following are a few of the more
common observations seen during
a difficult delivery situation.
Stage 1 of labor continues
for over eight hours.
Straining and attempting to
push for over 30 minutes
with no progress.
The birth sac is observed but no
progress is made in the delivery.
The doe exhibits signs of
distress, fatigue, and bleeding.
Even in pregnant goats, bloody
discharge is not normal.
Visually seeing an abnormal
presentation, such as the rear
legs appearing in the birth
canal, or one leg with the
other front leg folded back.
When the placenta fails to be
delivered within 12 hours after
the last kid is delivered.
WHAT TO DO WHEN YOUR DOE
HAS GOAT LABOR PROBLEMS
If you decide to assist with
delivery because the labor is not
progressing appropriately, call
a vet or a trusted goat mentor. I
recommend this because, during
the difficult decision-making time,
another person’s input can be
invaluable. If no one is available

Grown for the
Life We Love™
High in density, low in
sugar and a good source
of protein, calories and
digestible fiber to keep
your goats healthy.
Standlee Premium
Organic Alfalfa Pellets
|are grown for the life
you love.

Proud sponsor of:
standleeforage.com
BACKYARDGOATS.IAMCOUNTRYSIDE.COM
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I clearly remember
the first time I had to
pull a fetus.
The strength of the
contractions was
surprising.
Photo by Carrissa Larsen

and you are on your own, the
following procedure can be used.
After assisting and entering the
birth canal, it's a good idea to
treat the doe with antibiotics or
immune support, as a precaution.
Clip any excess hair
around the vulva.
Clean the birth area.
Scrub your hands and clip
your fingernails if needed.
Use long obstetrical gloves
and apply a generous
amount of lubricant.
Insert your hand in a folded
position in between contractions.
CHECK FETAL POSITION
When your hand is inside the
birth canal, try to determine the
parts of the fetus that are furthest
down the birth canal. The bestcase scenario for a normal delivery
position is often referred to as
the superman position: the nose
in a downward position and the
front feet positioned on either side

In order to recognize a pregnant doe in
distress, familiarize yourself with usual
signs and the normal course of delivery.
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of the head. Other presentations
for birth often lead to extended
labor and delivery, death of the
fetus, and sometimes death of the
doe if assistance is not begun. If
you can reposition the kid, use
gentle pressure to assist by pulling
the kid during contractions.
Try to determine if the fetus is
still alive. To do this you can pinch
between the toes or put your finger
in the kid’s mouth. If it is alive, it
will react. When presented with

the back end of the kid, press on
the rectum to elicit a response.
ADJUSTING THE FETUS'S
POSITION
Repositioning the fetus might be
necessary. This is not as easy as it
sounds, and you will be working
with the contractions and in tight
quarters. I clearly remember the
first time I had to pull a fetus. The
strength of the contractions was
surprising. Repositioning might be

Aluminum folding goat stands

Photo by Carrissa Larsen
Seeing the doe caring for her kid later will be the reward of a lifetime.

necessary in order to have a live
kid and save the life of the doe.
PREGNANT GOATS IN DISTRESS
FROM OTHER CAUSES
Other scenarios can cause
goat labor problems. Toxemia
and ketosis occurring in the last
days of pregnancy can cause
death if not corrected quickly.
Hypocalcemia (milk fever),
mastitis, congested udder, and a
prolapsed uterus are a few other
conditions that can derail an
otherwise normal goat pregnancy.
The best guidance I can offer
you is to be ready to act. If you

have supplies on hand, have done
some reading, and possibly helped
another farmer through kidding
season, you will know when
to act. Helping a doe through a
difficult labor and delivery can
fill you with emotions. Remain
calm as possible, think through
the situation, and envision what
you can’t see. After the delivery,
give your doe some TLC such as
molasses water, electrolytes, and
some grain. Keep a close eye on
her as she will be vulnerable to
parasites and infection. Seeing the
doe caring for her kid later will
be the reward of a lifetime.

JANET GARMAN is a farmer, instructor, and fiber artist in central
Maryland. She loves all subjects related to homesteading.
Raising chickens, ducks, sheep, and fiber goats inspired her most
recent books, 50 Do-It-Yourself Projects for Keeping Chickens
(Skyhorse Publishing 2018) and The Good Living Guide to Raising
Sheep and Other Fiber Animals (Skyhorse Publishing 2019).
instagram.com/timbercreekfarmandhomestead
facebook.com/timbercreekfarm
timbercreekfarmer.com

Proudly Made in Vermont by
High Country Aluminum Products
Tel 802-281-8245
Toll Free 877-274-2721
www.HighCountryAluminum.com
More info & photos of stands at:
www.BirchRidgeFarm.com/
goatstands.html

Breeds, Care,
Dairying, &
Marketing of
Dairy Goats

Storey’s Guide to

Raising Dairy Goats
iamcountryside.com/shop
970-392-4419
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Stages of Goat Labor
by JANET GARMAN

During labor, the doe progresses through three stages.

Stage 1

Stage 2

Stage 3

The first stage, also called prelabor, often goes unnoticed at
first. Contractions begin, pushing
the fetus and surrounding fluid
sac toward the vagina, and the
cervix begins to dilate. While we
can’t see these signs, we may
see the doe’s udder begin to
fill. The vulva looks softer and
puffier, even flabby. As the doe
gets closer to stage two, muscles
and ligaments in her pelvic region
soften and relax. You may see
discharge coming from the vulva.

The second stage of labor begins
when the water bag is pushed out.
The doe continues to squat and
exhibits restless behavior, pawing
the ground and biting her side.
Often the doe makes soft sounds,
calling to her kids. Contractions
push the kid through the birth
canal and toward the vulva. The
amniotic membrane surrounding
the kid breaks and amniotic fluid
helps lubricate the delivery. The
entire second stage of labor should
be completed within 30 minutes.
After 30 minutes with no birth,
conduct an internal exam to check
the kid(s) position in the birth canal.

Stage 3 delivers the afterbirth.
This marks the end of labor
and delivery. Each kid will have
a separate placenta. Retained
placenta material can cause
problems such as infection or
bleeding, so ensure that it all
has passed. Do not pull on the
afterbirth hanging from the doe’s
vulva. It normally passes on its
own within two to 12 hours after
the final kid has been delivered.

This is the best time to take your
doe to a kidding stall. This gives
her some privacy and relieves
stress from the rest of the herd. It
also allows you to better observe
the progress. Stressing the doe
at this point can prolong labor.
The end of stage 1, contractions
become more forceful. She may
paw the ground and refuse to
eat. The water bag pushes out
of the birth canal. Stage 1 with
visible signs should last two to
three hours. If you see no straining
and pushing toward the end of
that time period, you may need
to do an internal exam. Once
the water bag breaks, straining
and pushing should deliver the
kid(s) within 30 to 40 minutes.
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In unassisted kiddings, the
second and third kids should
arrive within 30 minutes of the
previous kid. If you had to assist
with the first delivery, check for
additional kids or malpresentations
sooner than 30 minutes.
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Reading about normal kidding
behavior and deliveries, along
with observing deliveries on other
farms, will help you feel more
prepared to help your own does
deliver their kids, if needed.

photo essay : : goat academy

Goat Academy

AN ALL-DAY CONFERENCE ON ALL THINGS GOAT
This year’s Goat Academy is May 16, 2020, in Moscow, Idaho.
Goat Academy, is held the third Saturday in May, annually, with
registration opening on February 1st and closing April 30th.
The schedule, registration link, and class descriptions are posted
on the Guild website: palousegoatguild.com under events.

F

“Taking a hands-on FAMACHA class from an
instructor with an actual FAMACHA card is very
different from what you see online. It is one of the
most valuable things you can learn. Worth the trip.”

ounded and originally hosted
by local farms participating in
Columbia Basin Goat Guild
in Washington, to increase the
knowledge and capacity of their local
producers, the 2020 Goat Academy is
now in its 11th year. Having passed
the torch in 2017 to Palouse Goat
Guild, the event grew in 2019 to
welcome over 150 participants from 10
states to the Latah County Fairgrounds
in Moscow, Idaho. Despite its
growth, its mission has not changed.
The Palouse boasts two land grant
universities with strong programs in
agricultural and veterinary sciences,
which allows the Academy to offer
classes from professors, veterinarians,
producers, and experts in the field.
Goat Academy has become the largest
goat conferences unattached to a
show or sale in the nation. There are
31 classes in six tracks of six electives,
from classroom instruction to handson experience to veterinarian-led
lab classes to earn certification.
Classes range from goat basics to a
necropsy lab. All ages and stages of
goat producers are welcome.

BACKYARDGOATS.IAMCOUNTRYSIDE.COM
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“It was a hard class to take, but
I am glad that I participated in
the necropsy class in May. I
had a doe that gave birth to
quadruplets and three survived. One was stillborn. The
surviving three were healthy.
Two days later, I found one
of the three dead. I decided
to do a necropsy on him, and
with the skills I gained from
Goat Academy, ruled out herd
health issues. It was an unfortunate accident, but I had
peace of mind. Thank you.”

“2019 was a great event
with the most current
info on goat health and
husbandry. Definitely try
to make it in 2020!”
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“I have gone to many clinics, but I have
never learned as much as I did today.”

BACKYARDGOATS.IAMCOUNTRYSIDE.COM
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“I am a veterinarian
that would like to learn
more about goats.
This is one of the
best conferences
I have ever attended.
Thank you.”

“Because of Goat Academy, I can confidently draw blood to test my
herd. Being able to test helps me, my goats, and my buyers.”
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DO THE NEIGHBORS THINK

YOU’RE WEIRD?

YOU’LL FIT RIGHT IN WITH OUR COMMUNITY OF FARMERS, HOMESTEADERS AND RANCHERS.

THE VOICE OF ECO-AGRICULTURE

Subscription Deal!
Build an ROI on your land with an Acres U.S.A.
magazine subscription, starting at just $39 for 12
issues per year for U.S. subscribers. Subscribers
also get a free digital issue!
October 2019

November 2019

December 2019

1-800-355-5313
www.AcresUSA.com/subscribe

goat care 101 : : ringwomb

R
A
STORMY
NIGHT
OUR EXPERIENCE
WITH RINGWOMB
BY CARRISSA LARSEN
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INGWOMB. If you’ve
never heard of it, you’re
not alone. While it’s more
common in sheep, it’s still a fairly
rare condition overall. Ringwomb
is when the cervix refuses to soften
and open during labor, leaving a
hard ring of tissue that the kids
can’t pass through. The outcome
is rarely good for the doe or the
kids. No one has a real answer
on what causes this — the best
guess is that there’s a genetic
component. But the true answer
is, no one knows for sure.
When we went into our second
year of kidding, we had never
heard the term “ringwomb.” On
the never-ending list of potential
issues I read about obsessively
and tried to prepare for, this
one never made my radar.
When our doe Stormy Moon
went into labor, we were very
excited. She was the first kid to
have been born on our farm and
have our herd name, so her first
kidding felt like a big milestone for
us. When the day started, Stormy
began to show the classic labor
signs — up and down, ground

pawing, visible contractions. In
the afternoon, she began to push.
We watched anxiously as she bore
down, pushing with real intent,
only to get back up again. After
a few hours we began to worry
but chalked it up to an unusually
long labor. No amniotic sac had
ruptured, so we tried to be patient
and let nature take its course.
After laboring all day and making
no progress, we finally had to
admit something wasn't right with
Stormy. After a frantic phone call
to our good friend and mentor
Cheryle at Old Mountain Farm, she
agreed that it wasn’t normal for
her to be pushing so long. She told
me to go into Stormy’s vulva to see
if I could feel anything amiss. At
this point in our goat experience,
I had never really gone into a doe
for an internal check. I didn’t know
what I was looking for and couldn’t
find anything that seemed out of
place. I was at a loss, and because
of the late hour, I couldn’t reach
the vet. Even though she was over
an hour away, Cheryle agreed to
drive to us with her husband and
the 19-year-old intern, Jackson,
who was staying with them.
When Cheryle arrived, we got
Stormy up on our milk stand so
she could get a better idea of what
was going on internally. After
an internal assessment Cheryle
said the cervix was only partially
dilated, not even close to what we
needed. She said it was ringwomb,
and in her 30 years of experience,
she had only run into it once. We
managed to get in touch with the
vet, who suggested we massage
the cervix to see if we could get it
to open. If we couldn’t, it would
mean she would have to come out
and do a C-section or put Stormy
down. She advised that the kids
were probably dead by now. We
tried to come to terms with losing
the babies and having to put
Stormy down. I did not handle this
gracefully to say the least — I was a
hot sobbing mess. Cheryle said her

Stormy up — she was exhausted
We were giddy. All three kids
husband had brought his gun and
and had nothing left to give. He
survived, and it was one of the
was prepared to put Stormy down
ruptured the sac and managed
most incredible things we’ve ever
for us — she was suffering, and
to grab the kid by hooking the
experienced on our farm to date.
we needed to make the hard call.
jaw. He warned us that he didn’t
Stormy raised her triplets and
Before putting Stormy down,
know what kind of damage that
was an incredible first-time mother.
Cheryle wanted us all to feel
We worried about the
Stormy’s cervix so
potential damage to her
we could identify the
cervix and if she’d ever
feel of ringwomb for
We tried to come to terms with losing the
be able to freshen again.
ourselves in the future.
We gave her a year off,
The hard, quarter-sized
babies and having to put Stormy down. I
and then bred her again.
ring of unyielding
We waited nervously, as
tissue that I felt has
did not handle this gracefully to say the
a compromised cervix
been burned into my
would most likely result
memory. When it was
least — I was a hot sobbing mess.
in a miscarriage. She
Jackson’s turn to feel, he
delivered us another set
paused for a second.
of triplets with no complications.
would do to the kid. He pulled
“I can feel a kid. I think
The ringwomb never resurfaced. It
and we all held our breath.
if I can rupture the sac, I
has never resurfaced in any of her
After a few minutes the kid came
can try to pull it out.”
daughters. But it still hangs over
free, and Jackson had the limp
Everyone looked to me. Trying
me every kidding season. I hope
to pull a kid out may just prolong
body in his hands. Shockingly,
I never see it again, but if I do, I
Stormy’s suffering. If we could
the jaw was intact. Even more
hope I’ll be ready. And as always,
get it out, it may damage the
shockingly, the kid was alive. As
I’ll hope for another miracle.
cervix irreparably. But we had
we swung it and rubbed it, Jackson
nothing to lose. I nodded. Jackson
quickly pulled out two more kids.
Both alive. We were astounded.
went in further, and we held

Ringwomb is when the
cervix refuses to soften
and open during labor,
leaving a hard ring of
tissue that the kids can’t
pass through. The outcome is rarely good for
the doe or the kids.
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MALTA

AND THE
NEVERENDING DIARRHEA
Unconventional Treatments that Actually Worked
by REBECCA SANDERSON

M

When Malta first presented with constant diarrhea,
ALTA SHOULD HAVE BEEN HEALTHY
Jon suspected coccidiosis, a microscopic protozoan
in every way and seemed so except for her
parasite that lives in the intestinal tract of goats and
diarrhea. She was only a year or two old
other species. While many adults can carry this parasite
and vibrant. However, her constant diarrhea was
without any problems, young kids ages one to five
very much a problem. She had to be bathed often,
months are quite susceptible.
and bedding changed daily.
Malta was past the age of highest
While she did slowly lose some
susceptibility, but coccidiosis can
weight as diarrhea continued
still occur and infect an older
for months, she never appeared
When Malta first presented
animal if they are stressed or
as though she were wasting
otherwise immune-compromised.
or truly sick. Through various
with constant diarrhea,
However, after treating for
treatments and tests, Malta
coccidian, Malta still had diarrhea.
suffered for nine months before
Jon suspected coccidiosis.
Jon also tested Malta for mineral
an unconventional treatment
deficiency, but that was not the
finally cured her completely.
However, after treating
cause of her chronic diarrhea. All
Malta’s owner, Jon, loves his
for coccidian, Malta
blood and fecal workups were
herd. When other owners may
clear. At one point, Jon feared
throw up their hands and cull a
still had diarrhea.
that Johne's disease may be the
sick animal that doesn’t respond
culprit because it causes severe
to treatment, Jon continues in his
diarrhea in its end stages. This
search to help his animals. There
was particularly scary because of
were many instances where
the highly contagious nature of Johne's disease and its
culling Malta may have seemed to be the best solution
100% fatality rate. This could mean losing his entire
in the minds of others, but Jon never gave up. He
herd. Fortunately, all tests for Johnes disease came back
worked closely with the vet in attempting to identify
negative. This started the broader spectrum treatments
the problem and treat it. Because he persevered, Malta
is still here and is now a healthy member of her herd.
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of dewormers and even probiotic
goats are both ruminant animals,
supplements, but again to no avail.
it was worth a try. They tubed
At one point, Jon came across an
cow rumen fluid into Malta’s
unconventional treatment, at least
stomach, and from that day on,
in the world of goats. This was a
Malta was cured of her diarrhea.
type of clay meant to treat colic in
After nine long months of cleaning
horses. It was administered either
her, changing bedding daily, and
by a tube full of paste given like a
trying medications and treatments,
dewormer, or a powder you can
Malta was finally better. While
mix with water then drench down
we may never know exactly why
the throat of your animal. This clay
this transfaunation worked, we
binds to toxins in the digestive
can suspect that perhaps she was
system to
missing
help the body
some of the
eliminate
beneficial
them. When
microbiota in
Transfaunation involves
Jon began
her digestive
giving the
system, and
extracting liquid from a
paste to Malta,
the healthy
he noticed
rumen fluid
healthy cow’s rumen and
her fecal
was able to
matter slowly
repopulate
tubing it down the throat of
went from an
her body with
almost water
those microbes.
the sick animal directly into
consistency
However,
to slowly
a probiotic
their rumen. As cattle and
become more
supplement
substantial.
that was
goats are both ruminant
However,
attempted
even though
previously
animals, it was worth a try.
her diarrhea
did not work,
was much
so perhaps
improved in
there is more
consistency,
to the health
it was not cured.
of a rumen than just the bacteria.
One day, Jon’s veterinarian called As the rumen is essentially a
with an idea for a different kind
fermenting vat for the food a
of treatment for poor Malta. This
ruminant eats, having a healthy
treatment, called transfaunation
rumen is vital to digestion and
(DePeters & George, 2015), is
therefor the health of the animal.
actually a common treatment for
While we may never know
indigestion in cattle. It involves
exactly what caused Malta’s nineextracting liquid from a healthy
month-long battle with diarrhea,
cow’s rumen and tubing it down
at least she is finally cured and
the throat of the sick animal directly able to live a healthy life.
into their rumen. As cattle and

RESOURCES
DePeters, E., & George, L. (2015, Feb 24). Treating dairy cow indigestion
with rumen transfaunation. Retrieved May 6, 2019, from Progressive
Dairyman: https://www.progressivedairy.com/topics/herd-health/treating-dairy-cow-indigestion-with-rumen-transfaunation

Caring For
Cats, Dogs, Chickens,
Sheep, Cattle, Rabbits,
Goats, and More!

Veterinary Guide For Animal Owners
2nd Edition

iamcountryside.com/shop
970-392-4419

The World Leader in
GOAT Equipment and Supplies
Check out our milking machines and other
products for Goats, Cows, Sheep, Llamas.
Also everything you need to show livestock.
Great prices on cheesemaking and
soapmaking products, plus animal health,
grooming, milking, and gift items and books
for breeders, homesteaders, and hobbyists.
Plus you can’t beat our service!
Visit us at our new, improved web site:

www.caprinesupply.com
1-800-646-7736 for orders or catalog
P. O. Box Y, DeSoto, KS 66018

Promoting and Registering
Miniature Dairy Goats

• Milk Production Program & Shows
• Annual Conformation Clinic

TMGRonline.com
619-417-0989

Online Pedigree Database

FAST FENCE
Info and buy now at

www.electricnets.com
800-356-5458

BACKYARDGOATS.IAMCOUNTRYSIDE.COM

35

N O
O A
TE T
S

G

Fetal Development
in Goats

A normal live birth in goats occurs at 145-155 days. Day 147 is 21 weeks gestation, or approximately five months.
LENGTH OF FETUS AT 30 DAYS: 1.4 cm | LENGTH OF FETUS AT 145 DAYS: 43.0 cm

20 days (3 weeks)
Heartbeat becomes apparent.
21-35 days (3-5weeks)
The lung buds branch and form into
the two principal bronchi.
28-35 days (4-5 weeks)
Limb buds become apparent.
35-42 days (5-6 weeks)
Differentiation of mouth, hoof
digits, and dew claws.
42-49 days (6-7 weeks)
Nostrils and eyes become apparent;
mammary buds form in females; empty
scrotal sacs form in males. Jugular vein
is barely visible through pink skin.
42-84 days (6-12 weeks)
Differentiation of bronchial divisions;
their air-conducting system becomes
established, lined with pseudostratified and/
or single-walled columnar epithelium.
49-56 days (7-8 weeks)
Eyelids close; ear canal opens; membranous
soft center develops in the top of the head.
56-63 days (8-9 weeks)
Jugular vein, facial vein, and scrotal
vessels become visible; nostrils open.
70-77 days (10-11 weeks)
Hairs appear on eyelids.
77-84 days (11-12 weeks) — Horn pits
appear; ear veins become prominent;
hairs grow on eyelids and muzzle.
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84-91 days (12-13 weeks) — Hairs appear on
forehead; pigmentation develops around horn
pits; testes become palpable in scrotum.
91-98 days (13-14 weeks)
Skin is whitish and thicker. Jugular, facial, and
scrotal veins are no longer visible; ear veins
are visible. Hairs appear along top of the
neck. Top of the head hardens. Respiratory
bronchioles develop quickly, primitive
alveoli develop, respiratory bronchioles and
primitive alveoli are lined by cuboid cells.
98-105 days (14-15 weeks)
Temporary tooth buds just appear.
Hair appears around eyes and muzzle,
and on chest; eyelids separate.
105-112 days (15-16 weeks)
Body sparsely covered with hair, except limbs.
The respiratory divisions develop dramatically;
lungs assume a more “aerated” appearance.
112-119 days (16-17 weeks)
Dense hairs cover body and limbs;
tooth buds become prominent.
119 days (17 weeks)
One to three incisors barely erupted in females
at birth; incisors at gum line in males at birth.
119-154 days (17-22 weeks)
Alveoli develop and differentiate into flattened
(type i cell) and cuboid (type ii cell) epithelial
cells — here the baby can breathe on its own.
used with permission
from deb "goatlady"
getyergoat.com
goat-link.com

goat owners : : microchipping

GOAT IDENTIFICATION

HAS FAVORABLE PERKS
BY ANITA B. STONE

L

ESLIE AVERILL OF
Arrowhead Farm in North
Carolina raises Alpine
Dairy Goats and believes, “It is
important that all animals are
identified.” She states, “They must
be identified at shows to receive
prizes, they must be identified
for transportation purposes,
and they must be identified in
case they get lost or stolen.”
There are three ways to identify
your goats. One simple method
is to use ear tags. Another way
is to tattoo the goat. A third way
is to microchip your animals.
“No matter what method
you use,” say Averill, “whether
you are keeping goats for a
sustainable homestead or as a 4-H
project, even as a pet, you need
to mark them for identification.
Sometimes it gets to be a hassle,
but there are many rules, and
each state is different so be certain
to check your state guidelines,
especially prior to transport.”
Dr. Racheal McKinney of Urban
Livestock in Phoenix, Arizona, says,
“There are options for identification
of goats. If we think about it, we
see that tattoos fade over time.

But the microchip will last and
it takes only 30 seconds to inject
your animal.” Dr. McKinney also
offered, “There is nothing wrong
with either microchip or tattoo.
Remember that microchips are
easy to read, there is less pain to
install them rather than use tattoos,
they are easier to install, and more
permanent. There is always the
possibility of chips falling out and
sometimes they can form tumors in
some breeds. If you are undecided
and are a first-time goat owner,
research it; different companies
offer different ideas. I like to
choose one that is cost-effective
and easy.” Dr. McKinney suggested
to check with Home Again and
Pet Link for further information.
If you live in a state that doesn’t
require identification, you do not
have to identify unregistered goats.
However, it is preferable and good
protection for both goat owner
and goat to register the animal so
you can permanently identify it
to prove that the goat is who you
say it is. You never know when
you might have to prove that
the goat is yours — if the animal
gets lost or stolen, for example.

USDA
Microchips

USDA Avid
Microchips
with delivery
choices.
Avid MiniTracker livestock
readers - sale priced - and
Blue Tooth option.

Dependable USA made Avid
Readers for fast, accurate
read EVERY TIME!

877-330-3943
www.EZidAvid.com
Sales@EZidAvid.com
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goat owners : : microchipping
goat farm

Tattoos fade over time. But
the microchip will last and
it takes only 30 seconds
to inject your animal.

Dr. Robert Dennis of Brunswick Veterinary Clinic in
Lawrenceville, Virginia favors the microchip. “We live
in a microchip world,” he states. “The microchip, along
with microchip reader equipment, and registration
papers or another form to record the number. A reader
is not necessary but by having one, you avoid the
chance of error when you record the number which
will be on the National Register, if you want to go that
way. The tattoo is more trouble whereas the microchip
is a valuable asset and the cost is doable.” Dr. Dennis
also prefers the chip be injected between the shoulder
and the top of the neck rather than under the goat’s tail.
Whatever method you select, the National Registry is
important. Ninety-nine percent of goats are registered.
You will need to check with the registry to find out
what method they allow and what letters and numbers
you need to use. They will assist you with this process.
THE PAINFUL REALITY OF GOAT THEFT
One in three pets goes missing. Goat theft is
everywhere and there has been much concern
regarding this action. Unfortunately, goats are
relatively easy to steal. They can be packed in trailers,
treated roughly, without putting up much resistance.
As many as 23 goats have been found jammed in a
car or shoved into a car trunk. Seventy stolen 4-H
goats in California were eventually found, after
living in deplorable conditions. Fifteen stolen goats
were found in a taxi in Texas. Averill states, “Goat
theft is rampant in some parts of the country.
“It was bad hard,” stated a woman in
Pennsylvania, when she lost her pet goats stolen
in broad daylight. Whether the goats were
family pets or the primary means of livelihood,
losing goats is personally painful for owners.
So why would anyone steal goats? There is
obvious profit to the thieves. The reward is gained
38
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throughselling the goats to individuals or “animal
stealing rings” for goat cheese, meat, milk, pets, and
recently to trade for guns and drugs. Criminals prey in
places where poverty and unemployment have been
rampant. In the United States, a recent surge in goat
thefts in the Fresno, California’s agricultural region has
alarmed goat farmers and increased vigilance there.
Criminal charges for rustling are a serious
matter. However, legislation differs from state to
state regarding grand theft. In Washington State,
if someone tries to steal the prize show and dairy
goat, they’d face misdemeanor charges. Grand theft
differs from state to state depending on the number
of livestock stolen, kind of livestock, their value, their
registration, and the judges’ personal inclination, not
to mention the character and history of the thief.
For livestock, specifically, the nature and value
of the property is inconsistent across states. Says
goat owner Pat Hendrikson, regarding laws in
his region, “Theft of official livestock is a felony.
However, as the law stands, goats are not considered
livestock — they are considered property.”
So, what can you do to protect your
goats from theft, vandalism or threatening
wildlife? Here are some suggestions:
• Secure the goat living area with a workable fence,
		 keeping in mind the goat farmer’s creed: “A
		 fence that won’t hold water won’t hold goats.”
• Keep goats locked up at night in enclosed
		 windowless buildings, if possible.
• Check fencing frequently for any escape routes.
• Use lights or motion detectors at night.
• Never tether the goats.
• Use guardian animals.Livestock guardian dogs,
		 though expensive, are well worth the cost. If
		 necessary, use two dogs to join forces.

• Mark or tag all goats with
		registration identification;
		 tattoos or microchips come
		 in handy when identification
		is necessary.
Should a goat get lost or stolen,
check with local farm auctions,
post the goat’s photo on Facebook,
Craigslist, neighborhood media,
and other social media. Post
fliers and check flea markets.
Notify the National Registry,
local registries, and authorities.
Always search adjoining land.
Goat thieves may release the
goats if they become troublesome
or the goats may escape on their
own if given the opportunity.
To give the thieves something
to think about, the goats should
each have an identifiable number
corresponding to a microchip,
tag, or tattoo. This makes it more
difficult for thieves to get away
with stealing your animals.
Currently there exists a goat theft
bill in the U.S. Government. It is
Senate Bill 5290 and the House
Bill is 1398. Goat owners can write
their representatives and move
forward on the goat theft bill,
which would change goat theft
from a misdemeanor to a felony.
It would also allow goats to be
classified as “livestock.”
ANITA B. STONE is an ecofriendly journalist who nourishes
her traditional habit of nature
and horticulture. Her love of the
land and passion for teaching at
the local community college and
at senior retirement centers fills
her time. She is always searching
for new methods of improving
the environment, growing food
to benefit people, domestic
animals, and wildlife. She is an
author and Master Gardener in
North Carolina, teaching others
how to farm sensibly, making life
easier and fulfilling, and admits
she will always stay young-atheart, just like her grandchildren.     
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LIFE OF THE PARTY
Goats are the star attractions at
children’s birthday parties
by JODI HELMER

M

ARY BOWEN STARTED TAKING a
LaMancha goat named Nadia to the
farmers market in the Sunderland,
Maryland, to draw attention to her booth where
she sold goat meat, cheese, ice cream, and raw
milk from her farm, Prosperity Acres.
Nadia was a hit.
While children nuzzled the docile goat, parents
asked Bowen if she rented Nadia (or any of the other
goats in her herd of LaMancha, Alpine, Boer, or Kiko
goats she raised at Prosperity Acres) for birthday
parties. The repeated requests sparked an idea.
“We started with one birthday party to see how
it would go and it was so much fun to watch the
kids interact with each other and the goats,” Bowen
recalls. “That one birthday party turned into, ‘We
should do this more often,’ and it grew from there.”
Bowen started offering birthday parties in 2014.
The one-hour events include story time (featuring
the book Bowen wrote, Nadia the Wonder Goat),
craft activities and, of course, lots of time to interact
with the goats. Bowen will even dress the goats up
in costumes — complete with party hats — to go
along with party themes like pirates or princesses.
“We try to match the theme,” she says. “It gives the
kids the feeling that the goat is really part of the party.”
Bowen has been surprised at the popularity
of the events and, even more so, by the
excitement of the children to meet her goats.
“My daughter, Jacqueline, was Miss Anne Arundel
County Farm Bureau and she thought it was silly
at first but city kids don’t spend much time around
livestock and she thought the parties would be a
good way to educate them about goats,” Bowen
recalls. “The kids get so excited; having a goat at their
birthday party makes them the cool kid on the block.”
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For the best experience, Mary likes to keep the parties
small. She limits crowds to 10 children and takes a long
two kids. The ratio ensures that all of the children have
a chance to interact with the goats. The bottle babies
from her dairy herd are her top picks for parties.
“Our bottle babies have such an attachment
to humans,” she says. “They are the ones that
want to sit with you, be held in your arms, fall
asleep in your lap, and that’s what children
want at parties — friendly, snuggly goats.”
Parents can book parties at Prosperity Acres.
Bowen sets up a small area on the five-acre farm;
hosts bring their own cakes and party favors and
spend an hour in the bucolic setting but most parents
prefer hosting parties in their homes, so Bowen
loads goats in the trailer and travels offsite. The
fee for a one-hour party for 10 children is $350.
The parties tend to attract children of preschool
and elementary school age. Each party starts with
Bowen explaining how to safely interact with the
goats: No yanking on their ears or pulling their
tails, chasing goats, or attempting to ride them is
permitted. Children who would like to hold the goats
are shown the proper way to get a good snuggle.
While someone from Prosperity Acres always
monitors the interactions, Bowen also insists that
parents remain nearby to watch their children
and ensure appropriate behavior. Both hosts and
partygoers must sign waivers. The goal is to protect
the farm, of course, and Bowen also wants to make
sure that the hosts, who often have little experience
with farm animals, understand that the goats might
chew their hair or poop on their properties; onsite,
she erects temporary fencing to make sure that the
goats do not have access to the landscaping. So
far, the parties have gone off without a hitch.

City kids don’t spend
much time around livestock. The kids get so
excited; having a goat
at their birthday party
makes them the cool
kid on the block.

At one of her most memorable
birthday parties, a mom
that panicked about poop at
the beginning of the event
was so delighted at how her
otherwise shy son interacted
with the goats that she told
Bowen that she’d completely
forgotten about the poop.
“Goats allow kids to be
themselves and have genuine
interactions,” she says. “We
want kids to have fun but we
also want to educate kids and
parents that goats are valuable
and can do good in the world.”
Marketing has been the biggest
challenge. The Prosperity Acres
Facebook page and website
includes information about the
parties and details are starting
to spread via word-of-mouth.
Regular “Mommy and Me” days

on the farm, when Bowen invites
parents and children to help
milk goats, participate in crafts,
and try goat yoga, also serve as
marketing for the birthday parties.
In 2020, Bowen hopes to host
up to five parties per month.
Birthday parties do help generate
revenue for the farm but Bowen
hopes the events also foster an
important connection between
children and animals. After
meeting a goat for the first time,
one two-year-old told the goat,
“I love you goat. Thank you.”
Witnessing the interaction made
a lasting impression on Bowen.
“Goats are so special,” she
says. “The parties let us bring
the community together to
learn about the goats and
develop an appreciation for
their place in the world.”
BACKYARDGOATS.IAMCOUNTRYSIDE.COM
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THE SOCIAL LIVES OF GOATS
GOATS NEED FRIENDS AND FAMILY
by TAMSIN COOPER
Photo credit: Alexas_Fotos/Pixabay.

G

downside is that each animal is competing for the same
OATS ARE HIGHLY SOCIAL ANIMALS.
resources: food, shelter, rest/hiding places, and mates.
Being in familiar company gives each goat a
sense of security. As animals that evolved to
RESPECTING THE PECKING ORDER
defend themselves from predators, they seek safety
Goats balance these challenges by forming small
in numbers. Being alone is very distressing for goats.
groups of related females. Males leave the family
They also benefit from the emotional support of their
as they mature to rove over
friends and relatives, which
the hills in bachelor herds
helps them to deal with
of youngsters who grew up
stressful events. However,
together. Bucks join female
only the company of favored
To reduce competition
clans for the breeding season,
individuals will do. Goats want
but otherwise remain in
to be with their friends and
between group members,
all-male groups. To reduce
the goats they grew up with.
competition between group
They do not welcome strangers.
goats establish a hierarchy.
members, goats establish a
How did this specific behavior
This means that they
hierarchy. This means that
arise and what can we do to
they do not have to fight over
respect goats’ social needs?
do not have to fight over
resources on every occasion.
Goats evolved in the high
As they grow, kids assess one
mountains of the Middle East
resources on
another’s strength through
where forage was hard to find
play. As adults, ranking tends
and predators many. Living
every occasion.
in groups proved beneficial
to depend on age, size, and
horns. Older members, at least
to each individual’s survival.
up to their prime, are generally
Many eyes make for enhanced
more dominant, having larger
vigilance, and goats who spot
body and horn size. Subordinates give way, allowing
danger warn the others. While ranging over sparse
them first choice of resources. However, when the
vegetation, many searchers make it easier to find the
pecking order is not clear, it needs to be resolved
most nutritious food. During the breeding season,
through contest. This occurs as youngsters grow and
it is easier to find mates if they congregate. The
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Family group companions.

Affection between mother and kid.

challenge the ranking, when former
members rejoin the group, and
when new goats are introduced.
Hierarchy is established through
horn clashing and head-to-head
pushing. The intention is to
subdue rather than maim. A goat
submits when he or she feels
that the opponent is stronger.
Thereafter there is no argument.
The dominant has only to approach
for the subordinate to get out
of the way. At most, staring or
lowering the head is enough of a
warning to displace the rival. The
underling signals acquiescence
with a quiet bleat. Problems arise
in the confinement of pens or barns
when weaker animals cannot get
away fast enough, getting trapped
by an obstacle. In this case, the
dominant will deliver a painful
butt to the flank. This is why we
need to make sure that there are
no dead ends within enclosures
and that goats can circulate
freely. Platforms help, as young

Goats form friendships with other
individuals, normally from their nursery
group, but sometimes with unrelated
goats. These relationships develop
when goats have time to form longterm bonds in a stable group.

animals can jump up out of reach.
Hiding places enable vulnerable
goats to keep out of dominants’
sights. Feeding racks need to be
adequately spaced to allow goats
to feed together without fighting.
STRONG FAMILY AND FRIENDSHIP
BONDS
There is more to social life than
just competition, of course. Goats
form strong bonds between dam
and kids. This is vital in the wild,
where kids are easy prey. At first,
the mother hides her kids and
revisits them periodically to suckle.
After a few days or weeks, the
kids stay close to their dam, but
gradually get together more often
with other kids from the herd.
They even develop a group accent
that defines them as members of a
clique. After five weeks they start
becoming more independent of
their dam, but they remain close
to her until weaning completes
at three to five months old.
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Goat friends may still
fight, normally in play,
but sometimes in serious
competition. Researchers
have recorded that they
reconcile after disputes
by resting close together.
Lower ranking goats may
also form alliances to ease
access to resources.

Mother and yearling rest together.

Ritual hierarchy contest.

Doelings maintain strong bonds
with their mother until she kids
again, when she drives them off,
but they often return after kidding
and remain bonded for life. If you
need to reintroduce yearlings to the
doe herd, after kidding is a time
when does are more accepting.
Females who grow up together
remain bonded and often split off
into small groups of their own.
Research has confirmed that
goats form friendships with other
individuals, normally from their
nursery group, but sometimes with
unrelated goats. These relationships
develop when goats have time to
form long-term bonds in a stable

Kid learning to forage with her mother.
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group. Bonded goats compete
less and tolerate proximity better
in confinement and at the feed
rack. These friendships provide
moral support and emotional
comfort. When we change the
composition of the herd through
trading animals, we disrupt
the harmony and stability that
allows these bonds to grow. Goat
friends may still fight, normally
in play, but sometimes in serious
competition. Researchers have
recorded that they reconcile after
disputes by resting close together.
Lower ranking goats may also form
alliances to ease access to resources.
CAPRINE COMMUNICATION
To navigate such social
complexity, goats communicate
using calls and body language.
Tails, ears, bleats, and facial
expressions are all involved in
signaling their intentions, emotions,
and warnings. Scientific evidence
confirms that goats are responsive
to these signals. Goats are aware
of the point of view of others —
what they are perceiving, feeling,
and what they know — and will
react according to whom they
are placed with. Some examples:
goats turn around to look in the

direction that their herd-mates are
looking; a subordinate favors a food
source hidden from a dominant’s
view, and will adopt different
browsing strategies according to the
personal history between the pair.
MAINTAINING HERD HARMONY
To enable goats to form stable
groups and beneficial relationships,
we can adopt the following
recommendations. Kids develop
more balanced personalities
if they stay with their dam for
at least seven weeks, although
longer is preferable. From five
weeks old, dairy kids can be
grouped overnight apart from
the dams to allow milking in the
morning. The kids then browse
with their mothers during the
day. They have been found to
learn browsing and social skills
from family life. Housing can be
structured to allow space, privacy,
escape routes, and grouping with
preferred companions. Groups
can be kept as stable as possible.
When introducing new animals,
or selling them, keep friends or
families together, and introduce
in pairs or small groups. These
simple measures lead to a happy,
robust, and harmonious herd.

The limited genetics of the Savanna create a
challenge for the breeder. The Ballifs specialize
in resurrecting old Savanna bloodlines from
the past, crossing them with current lines, thus
creating exceptional “Modern Antiques”. They
have traveled to acquire distinct bloodlines to
introduce into their breeding program. They have
been performing Artificial Insemination and Embryo
Transplants using the semen from original import progeny.
Sleepy Hollow is able to offer breeders original genetics
that are all DNA Parentage Verified! If you are searching
for that special Savanna that will set you herd apart,
contact Sleepy Hollow Farm today!

TAMSIN COOPER
is a smallholder and goat
keeper in France. She
follows the latest research
on behavior, welfare, and
sustainability, and mentors
on animal welfare courses.
Find her at goatwriter.com.
BACKYARDGOATS.IAMCOUNTRYSIDE.COM
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goat feed & housing : : confinement

WHAT ARE

CONFINEMENT
OPERATIONS?

by REBECCA SANDERSON

J

Does in the bonding room before moving to the larger living area.

OHN AND BARBARA RUN A MEAT GOAT
that is where they are fed. There is enough room
operation. However, you probably wouldn’t guess
for them to run and play, and John and Barbara
that they currently have about 420 goats if you were
have provided large spools from the electric
to drive by their farm. None of the goats are visible
company on which the goats can climb and jump.
because they are all in the barn. Now, before you start
As a meat goat operation, they want to maximize
making claims of unethical factory farming, let me tell
space while still being conscious of animal care.
you a bit more about how they run their “confinement
Because all the goats are inside, they can be bred
operation” and why you may be converted to
year-round. Even in the dead of winter when lows
do something similar.
reach -18 degrees F, the inside
Barbara’s family used to
of the barn remains above
raise hogs from farrow to
freezing. This is in large part
finish. Because of this, they
due to the good insulation
Not everyone has enough
had a hog barn. When the
especially around the bonding
land for pasturing their herd.
price of corn became too high,
pens but also rises from the
it was no longer profitable to
sheer amount of warm bodies
That doesn’t mean that they
raise hogs in conditions that
in close proximity. With 10
were not overcrowded. With
breeding bucks, 20 does will
can’t have animals, it just
the hog barn already on their
spend two months in the same
property, they simply had to
pen as a buck to make sure
means that they need a
convert it to house a different
that they are bred during a
breed of animal. The ceiling
heat. When a doe gets close to
different place to put them.
was a bit low for cattle, but
kidding time, she is removed to
it was just right for goats.
a bonding pen and will remain
The hog barn had a bit of
with her kids in that pen for
converting needed before it
three weeks after giving birth.
could house goats. For starters, the trench had to be
They are then moved to be with other does and kids
filled and the floor leveled. Pens were set up: large
in a larger pen until the kids are three months old. The
pens approximately 20x35 feet and small “kidding/
doe is then given 30 more days after weaning to recover
bonding” pens that are about 30 square feet. There
and regain nutritional reserves before being put in with
is a small grass pasture outside in which to house
a buck again. The does average three kids per year.
the goats when the indoor pens are being cleaned,
John and Barbara keep a close eye on their goats.
but these goats honestly prefer the barn because
They are in the barn every day and feed grain by hand
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so that they can inspect each and every goat on a daily
basis. This way they can watch for signs of imminent
kidding or signs of illness. There are many benefits
that they have found to confinement operations with
goats mainly because they have the ability to be much
closer with the animals rather than having animals
spread over acres of pasture. They boast of having
only a 3-5% average rate of kid loss including stillborn.
Part of this low rate of kid loss is that predators cannot
access the barn. Also, John and Barbara are able to
assist with births better because the does are near
and watched closely. While fecal workups sometimes
show low numbers of coccidiosis, it has never been a
problem enough to even cause diarrhea in the goats.
Worms are hardly any problem because the goats don’t
forage. Feeders are off the floor, and we all know how
picky goats are about any food that has touched the
ground. Without forage, any hatched worm larvae
cannot climb to a place where they can be ingested.
There may be a few negatives of a confinement
operation. For starters, John and Barbara spend
much more time trimming hooves than they would
if the goats spent more time outdoors. They keep
the pens quite clean in order to prevent dampness
that could cause hoof rot. Waterers are cleaned and
bleached on a weekly basis. Confinement operations

are labor and time-intensive. You must be proactive
in the health and cleanliness of your goats. However,
the close quarters of this operation give you the
opportunity to be so very involved with your herd.
If you are considering a confinement operation as
you expand your herd, I have a few considerations
for you. Building a large barn with pens and such is
quite an investment. However, if you have a livestock
building that is currently unused, repurposing
it can save money and effort. Goats can thrive
in a confinement operation when other animals
wouldn’t. With goats, long pens are more important
than large pens. They need enough distance to run
and play. Loose minerals should still be offered
along with hay and grain. John and Barbara give
BoSE injections to newborn kids because their area
is deficient in selenium. Good animal husbandry
must still be observed even if you don’t have many
of the worries and dangers of being outdoors.
Not everyone has enough land for pasturing their
herd. Even if they do, often it is more profitable to
farm the land with crops than it would be to let an
animal herd graze it. That doesn’t mean that they
can’t have animals, it just means that they need a
different place to put them. An unused barn could be
repurposed to be just the place for a goat herd.

BACKYARDGOATS.IAMCOUNTRYSIDE.COM
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dairy goats : : fraga farmstead and creamery

Fraga Farmstead
and Creamery

by ALIYA BREE HALL

A

HALF-HOUR WEST OF
Portland, Oregon, on 33.5
acres that have been farmed
since the 1920s, Fraga Farmstead
and Creamery was the first goat
dairy to be certified through
Oregon Tilth; a legacy that the
creamery takes seriously.
Now owned and managed by
Elisabeth Bueschen-Monahan and
her husband, Steve Monahan,
Fraga’s dedication to ethical animal
and environmental welfare is the
cornerstone of their business.
“I think when we look back at
animal agriculture, the way it’s
done right now, will be the way
we look back at past atrocities
in general,” Bueschen-Monahan
said. “What were we thinking?
How could we have done that?”
With the dairy goat industry
norm of euthanizing male kids,
she said animal welfare activists
switch to veganism, which only
transfers the ethical environmental
problem and ignores the sect
of the dairy goat industry that
doesn’t partake in those practices.
“People don’t know how animals
are being treated and when they
do know, they go vegan and that
hurts small, ethical produces like
us,” she said. “It’s complicated.
I think we need to work hard
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to educate the public, and have
them support farms like ours.”
To educate consumers, her
plan is to invite them to the farm
to see how an ethical creamery
is managed. She said there is
a “crazy disconnect” between
consumers and producers.
“I think the public would
much rather have goats
raise the kids,” she said.
Having grown up in postWorld War II Germany, she said
she remembers cornering older
family members to ask about
their involvement and what they
could have done differently. As
global climate change continues
to progress, she said she firmly
believes that her grandchildren
will ask her similar questions,
and that motivates her to do
more; she said doesn’t want
to say that all she did for the
environment was drive a Prius.
“We refuse to externalize
costs. Anyone who works for us
gets paid right and the animals
are treated correctly,” she said.
“We’re certified organic. Even if
we weren’t (certified) I would
not buy conventional grain; it’s
an industry that’s failing.”
Although Bueschen-Monahan
said that she can’t afford to have

Fraga Farmstead and Creamery is located
a half hour west from Portland, and is on
33.5 acres that has been farmed since
1920. The creamery produces caramel and
seven different types of goat cheese.

all her kids drink goat milk
— the boys are bottle babies —
having the girls be raised by
their mothers is an “important
investment into the herd.”
“By the time (the boys) are
weaned, they will have sucked
down $600 worth of cheese,” she
explained. “We give up 15% of
our milk (for the girls) and we’re
happy with that. We don’t raise
our prices; we just swallow that.”
That said, when one of her
mother goats had a birth of a boy
that was breeched and the kid
couldn’t figure out how to nurse,
Bueschen-Monahan let the mother
stay with him once he figured it out.
As one of a handful of goat
dairies in the state with just 64
head, Fraga has always had
to compete since goat cheese
rose in popularity. To this day,
competition is the biggest challenge
for small, artisan producers.
“They produce cheap goat
cheese on larger dairies that you
can’t compete with on the artisan

level,” she said. “There’s more
competition from two sides:
artisan and big producers.”
Although Fraga’s products
aren’t more expensive than the
average artisan cheese — even
though they are organic — they
still struggle to compete with
large corporate brands that
distribute all over the country.
“Our prices aren’t that much
higher, but people will just grab
the cheaper one,” she explained.
“I’m not necessarily blaming
the consumer, but there’s a total
lack of trust. The only fact the
consumers have is price. It takes
rebuilding the relationship.”
Diversification is one tool that
Fraga has used to set themselves
apart. They have seven different
varieties of cheese: Rio Santiam,
a natural rind raw milk cheese
aged for several months that is
reminiscent of an aged cheddar;
raw milk feta; Goatzarella; Foster
Lake Camembert; farmhouse
cheese; farmhouse chipotle;
and chèvre three ways.
The creamery also sells goat
milk caramels, which are available
for purchase on their website,
and their cheese is used in Amy’s
Kitchen’s Bay Area restaurant.
Amy’s is an organic food producer
that has products in grocery
stores across the country.
“Cheesemaking is a lot less
glamorous than people think,”
Bueschen-Monahan said. “It’s
mostly people doing the cleanup
work. Milk can grow bacteria
well, but you have to have
everything squeaky clean so none
of the wrong bacteria grows.
Beyond that it’s total alchemy.”
Bueschen-Monahan leaves the
cheesemaking to her husband,
Steve Monahan. Monahan, who
grew up in Silicon Valley to a
family of engineers, was new
to farm life. He was eased into
it by Bueschen-Monahan, who
spent her whole life on a farm.
Before they owned Fraga, the

Elisabeth Bueschen-Monahan is the herd
manager at Fraga Farmstead and Creamery,
and runs the operation with her husband,
Steve Monahan, who is also the cheese maker.
Bueschen-Monahan is a firm believer in running
an ethical and environmentally friendly practice.

couple had a small herd of nine
goats and were selling raw milk
— which is legal in Oregon if
there are nine or fewer animals.
After a while they wanted to
grow their business and looked
into buying a small pasteurizer.
The Monahans were put into
contact with the former owners
of Fraga, who were selling their
entire operation. Although it
wasn’t what Bueschen-Monahan
was originally looking to do,
they bought the farm in 2012
and moved it to their current
location in Gales Creek Valley.
“We wanted a real production
and we wanted one that cared for
the animals’ needs,” BueschenMonahan said. “All the goats

had names, and we were small
enough to pay attention to the
animals and cater to their needs.”
The original Fraga Farm was
formed in 1918 by Agnes Gloria
Fraga in California, the State broke
up the property in 1980 to build
Highway 580 and the family moved
to Oregon. Bueschen-Monahan and
her husband are the first owners of
the farm from outside the family,
but their values are in line with
what Fraga was founded on.
“We have a responsibility
that no one is taking seriously,”
Bueschen-Monahan said about
climate change. Besides, she
adds, the possibilities of pasturebased farming are some “of the
most exciting possibilities.”

2020 FULLBLOOD SAVANNA
DOELINGS & BUCKLINGS

Beckstead Farms
Matt & Melissa Beckstead
Weston, Idaho
208-339-6428

becksteadfarms.com
BACKYARDGOATS.IAMCOUNTRYSIDE.COM
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goat milk & cheese : : natural cultures

Natural
Cultures in
Your Food
by REBECCA SANDERSON

WHY YOU CAN’T MAKE BREAD AND CHEESE ON THE SAME DAY

N

OT MUCH BEATS SOME BREAD AND
cheese, especially when they are both
homemade. However, you can’t make (or at
least start the culturing of) both on the same day in the
same kitchen. This results in not-so-desirable cheese,
although the bread should be fine. This is because
of bacteria and yeast cultures spreading through the
air to one another, but we will go into more detail
about that later. Speaking of cultures in the air, let’s
also look at some other naturally occurring cultures
and how they can be used in the making of food.
BREAD AND CHEESE
When beginning the culturing of milk to make
cheese, you must take many precautions to avoid
contamination from undesirable bacteria. All utensils
are sanitized and everything scrubbed scrupulously.
Yet, the one place where it is most difficult to control
the bacteria is the air itself. That is why fast-growing
cultures are so important for cheesemaking. They
are able to grow quickly enough to out-compete
the other bacteria and microorganisms. Yet, even a
reliable starter culture may struggle against another
fast-growing culture: the yeast in your bread dough.
When you make homemade bread, even though you
may be using yeast start from a package, as the bread
rises some of this yeast does disperse into the air. If
you are starting a cheese culture the same day, the
amount of yeast in the air can cause enough yeast
to get into your milk and begin to proliferate. It will

50

GOAT JOURNAL | march/april 2020

then compete with your cheese starter in feeding
upon the nutrients in the milk. While this won’t
necessarily make the resulting cheese inedible, it
certainly won’t be what you were aiming for and you
can’t guarantee that the difference is only because of
the yeast and not from other contaminating bacteria.
While yeast is sometimes used as a secondary culture
to flavor cheese as it ripens, this must be done after
the initial culturing into curds. Typically the yeast is
used to coat the rind for some bloomy rind cheeses.
TRADITIONAL CHEESE BACTERIA
Today, most cheesemakers use a freeze-dried starter
culture in making cheese because they are proven
and consistent. However, before the modern era of
safety and consistency, cheese was made using the
bacteria already present in the raw milk. Usually,
milk that had been expressed carefully to maintain
the highest level of cleanliness possible was left to
sour overnight, and some of that soured milk was
used to inoculate the vat of fresh milk the next day
in the cheesemaking process. However, the results
were not always consistent, and there was a higher
chance of food-borne illness. The most interesting
aspect of using the milk’s natural bacteria is that
the bacteria would differ by region, thereby making
cheeses from different areas taste completely different
even though they may be processed the same in
every way. This is why Parmigiano-Reggiano cheese
can only be made in the Parma or Reggio Emilia

provinces of Italy with just a little
bit of neighboring provinces being
included in the production area.
WILD YEAST
Ahhh, the maker of sourdough:
wild yeast. You can find wild
yeast everywhere, but it needs a
good medium in order to culture
enough to be recognizable. There
are different ways to “harness”
or “catch” wild yeast. There may
be enough just in the air of your
kitchen to find its way into a
flour and water mixture, but it
loves to live on sweet fruits. Some
beer makers have been known to
set their beer start, called wort,
under a fruit tree with a simple
cheesecloth over so the yeast can
fall in and begin fermenting.
BACTERIA + YEAST = LOVE
While wild yeast is what causes
sourdough bread to rise, it is the
bacteria that truly lend their flavor
to the final product. Lactic and
acetic acid produced by bacteria in
the ferment give the characteristic
sour flavor of sourdough. However,
different bacteria strains that are
indigenous to areas can cause the
flavor to vary. Your kitchen with
its own blend of bacteria and
yeasts will give its own unique
flavor different from your friend’s
kitchen, although it may be subtle
enough not to notice if you live
in the same area. For example,
those who know sourdough
know that the sourdough bread in
San Francisco is the best. This is
because of the particular blend of
bacteria that are in the area helping
to flavor the sourdough bread.
LACTOBACILLI ON YOUR
VEGETABLES
The vegetables growing in your
garden are covered in bacteria. Now
before you go hosing antibacterial
onto the pumpkin patch, know that
many of these bacteria are very
good for you. One particularly good
type of bacteria is the Lactobacillus

family. These produce lactic acid
when they proliferate. Lactic
acid is an excellent preservative
for those same vegetables, and
you can utilize the Lactobacillus
bacteria to ferment vegetables for
storage. Now I do recommend
researching more into this process,
but I can tell you just the basics.
Using a high-mineral unrefined
salt, you can encourage those
lactic acid-producing bacteria to
multiply rapidly in your vegetables.
Fermenting vegetables is more
than just making sauerkraut or
cucumber pickles. You can ferment
many of the vegetables growing in
your garden, only do it quickly after
harvest before those wonderful
lactobacilli begin to die off.
While our modern world often
favors packaged starter cultures
for consistency, wild cultures of
bacteria and yeasts have been
used for thousands of years to
make or preserve food. You can
still utilize these cultures today in
your homesteading practices.

REBECCA SANDERSON grew
up in a very small town in Idaho
with a backyard full of chickens,
goats, sometimes sheep and
ducks, and other random animals
in addition to the cats and dogs.
She is now married with two little
girls and loves the homesteading
life! Her husband is very supportive (tolerant) of her continued
experiments in making many
items from scratch and he even
helps sometimes.

BACKYARDGOATS.IAMCOUNTRYSIDE.COM
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goat milk & cheese : : cheese contest

How to H ost an

AMATEUR
CHEESE
CONTEST
(AND MAYBE SELL SOME
OF YOUR SURPLUS MILK
AND GOATS!)
by KATE JOHNSON

W

ANT TO FIND A WAY TO SELL more
of your surplus milk to local customers?
Trying to find more homes for those
spring kids each year? Here’s an idea: Teach a few
of your friends and neighbors how to make some
simple goat cheeses and then host a local amateur
cheesemaking contest! You don’t have to go all
out to have a fun and successful event, and it’s a
great way to encourage people to appreciate (and
hopefully purchase) your delicious farm-fresh goat
milk. You might even sell a few goats along the way.
So, where to begin? Start by offering a simple short
cheesemaking class in your own home kitchen. I can
easily fit six to eight people in my kitchen so this is the
number I stick with. Two of the very easiest cheeses to
make (and teach) are homemade ricotta and the classic
soft goat cheese, chèvre. You can invite a few folks
over for a nominal fee (or don’t charge them at all)
and let them see how easy it is to make these cheeses
and how delicious they taste. You can give them a tour
of your farm while they’re there so they can meet the
wonderful girls that provided the milk for the class!
You can then put out a challenge to everyone in the
class. Offer to host a casual second get-together in
the form of a simple cheesemaking contest. Everyone
can go back home and try their hand at making the
recipes you taught them and then come back with an
entry or two on the day of the contest. You can offer
to provide the milk for the contest to get them used to
working with your delicious farm-fresh milk. People
can make different varieties of the recipes you taught
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them by adding different flavors and presenting it in
different forms (for instance a rolled log of chèvre in
herbs or a round disk of chèvre topped with sundried
tomatoes and pesto). Recruit an unbiased third party to
be your “judge” and give them a simple judging sheet
to write their comments on. Here’s a sample of one
we’ve used for our amateur cheesemaking contests:
ENTRY #

STYLE/TYPE

FLAVOR

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

TEXTURE

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

APPEARANCE

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

TOTAL SCORE
COMMENTS

NAME

CATEGORY

DESCRIPTION/EXAMPLE CHEESES

Soft unripened
cheese

Cheese curds, cottage cheese, cream
cheese, fromage blanc, mascarpone,
quark, ricotta, chèvre (flavored or not).

Mozzarella &
Burrata

Fresh acid-assisted cheeses.

Bloomy-rind
cheeses

Camembert and all cheeses
ripened with Penicillium candidum,
Geotrtichum candidum.

All cheddars

Flavored or not.

Blues

All cheeses ripened with Penicillium
roqueforti.

Washed-curd

Colby, Havarti, Gouda (flavored or
not) .

Washed-rind
Young pressed
Aged pressed
Marinated or
Smoked

Home CHeese
making

Recipes for 75
Delicious Cheeses
By Ricki Carroll, 278 pages

Trappist, Taleggio, etc.
All other pressed cheeses aged less
than one month — feta, queso fresco,
Guidos, Manchego (flavored or not).
All other pressed cheeses aged more
than one month — Guido, Manchego,
Alpines (flavored or not).

iamcountryside.com/shop
970-392-4419

The Cooperative
Extension Program

Any marinated or smoked cheeses.

at Langston University
will host the 35th Annual

At the end of the contest,
announce the winners, give out a
homemade ribbon or certificate,
and, if desired, award a few prizes.
You could provide a gallon of
free milk, or a pretty cheese plate,
or an invitation to come back to
another class to learn more!
If you want to get fancier and
offer more cheese categories,
you can open it up to any and
all cheeses. The above chart
shows some of the categories
we’ve used for our contests.
If you like the idea of organizing
these amateur cheesemaking
contests, you might even consider
contacting your local extension
office or country fair coordinator
to encourage them to hold an
amateur cheesemaking contest
as part of the festivities. People
have been entering homemade
pies and jams at county fairs all

around the country for years, but
cheesemaking contests are few
and far between. Our own county
fair offers such a contest and on
the day the entries are due, I give
contestants an opportunity to enter
their delicious fromages in a second
contest on the same day, hosted at
my farm. They just drop off one
set of entries at the fairgrounds
and then bring a second set to our
cheesemaking classroom. Last
summer we had over 25 different
entries, with everything from
simple soft cheeses all the way
through some pretty complex (and
delicious) hard, aged cheeses. It
was really a rewarding process and
gave a big boost to our local milk
and class sales. And last year every
one of the goats I sold at the end
of the summer went to budding
local home cheesemakers!

Goat & Hair Sheep
Field Day
Saturday April 25, 2020
9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

at the E (Kika) de la Garza American
Institute for Goat Research

This year’s focus will be Goat and Lamb
Cookery. Featured speakers will be
specialists with considerable goat and
lamb culinary experience.
Presentations will include:
Morning
Cookery:
• Goat Meat
• Lamb

• Dairy
• Processing

Afternoon hands-on Workshops
• Further discussion on aspects of cookery
• Useful tips for cheese makers, cashmere
production
• Basic goat and hair sheep husbandry practices
• Feeding and nutrition, DHI Training, farm budgets
• Government assistance, fitting and showing
market wethers, and many more workshops

Program includes morning and afternoon activities for
youth. Langston University is located 12 miles east of
Gutherie, OK on Highway 33. Registration is free and
begins at 8 a.m. Lunch may be purchased or you can
bring your own. For registration information contact
Dr. Terry Gipson 405-466-6126 or
terry.gipson@langston.edu or register online at
http://goats.langston.edu/goat-and-hair-sheep-field-day

BACKYARDGOATS.IAMCOUNTRYSIDE.COM
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secret life of goats : : mean girls

MEAN GIRLS

Down on The Farmpit
by THERESA MILLER

O

N A SMALL FARM IN RURAL GEORGIA,
a clique of mean girls rules the roost. They
also rule the barn, pasture, and feeders. This
farm, The Farmpit, is home to 15 goats, four miniature
donkeys, 35 chickens, three turkeys, two pigs, two
dogs, three cats, and two delightful women known
as the Hairy Farmpit Girls. The women’s names are
Jennifer Evitts and Swan Rubins (the Rubitts) and
they definitely aren’t mean girls. That title goes to the
miniature goats Goatie Hawn, Whoopi Goatberg, and
Basil. According to Swan, “They are a tight clique and
are all snobby to the others. They would not let you
eat lunch with them and they would make fun of your
jeans, no matter how new or expensive they are. You
will never be in their circle unless you are born in.”

After trying to kill him when he was born, then ignoring him his
entire childhood, Goatie has accepted Blurt into the elite group.
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GOATIE HAWN
As with most mean girls, Goatie is a completely
worthless goat. She doesn’t make much milk, and
she tries to kill her babies. Her last baby, Blurt
Russell, was found frozen, starved, and half dead.
She rules the other goats with an iron fist and
manages to guard all four feeders at the same time.
At only 40 pounds, (or maybe more now that
she eats all the hay) she even manages to keep
140-pound Baaaaretha Franklin away from the food.
When moved to give the other girls a break, she
took on the donkeys, head butting them, bullying
them, and keeping them away from the 1200-pound
bale of hay that they enjoy ripping apart. Early
in life, she learned that humans have kidneys
and earned the nickname Kidney Crusher.
WHOOPI GOATBERG
If Whoopi were human, she’d shop at Hot
Topic, have a serious Xanax addiction, and insist
her problems are worse than yours. She likes to
boast about being the first goat born on the farm,
and having the most traumatic birth story.
When Jen and Swan moved to the farm, they
bought a couple of pregnant Pygmy does with the
understanding they’d have baby pygmies in a month
or two. The first doe went into labor the next day. With
Jen gone, Swan asked a neighbor to help. “Keep this
fence gate closed,” Swan said. “That’s all you have to
do.” The neighbor didn’t do that. The goat got out.
Everyone for miles around helped with the search
for the missing goat and her babies. Six days later,
someone spotted them three and a half miles away.
It took them nine hours to catch the mama goat, and

Whoopi Goatberg

thus baby Whoopi came home after
being born not quite on the farm.
Perhaps because of her traumatic
birth story, Whoopi has anxiety
issues. When the other goats go
out for a walk or to clear brush,
Whoopi stands at the gate and
calls for them to come back.
Sometimes she just goes into the
barn and stands with her head in
the corner. She just can’t handle the
other goats going on adventures
without her, but she also can’t
leave the safety of the pasture.
BASIL
Basil, (pronounced Baaaaaaysil)
is the last of the mean girls
and the hottest mess of the hot
messes. She's tiny and incredibly
butch. After Vincent VanGoat
got so much attention for his
breeding troubles Basil decided
to step up. She decided she was
a billy goat and claimed to have
fathered half the babies there
including her own. She also started
nursing herself, presumably to

Products you can Trust at Prices you can Afford

PowerPost

www.powerflexfence.com

Electrifiable

Hi-Tensile Woven Wire

Full Line of

Permanent & Portable Fencing
Order on-line or call for Catalog

417-741-1230

info@powerflexfence.com
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MAKING SOAP
The Rubitts spent over a year getting the property
ready, then they got a handful of goats and started
milking them. “We were just trying to get enough
milk for our own milk, cheese, butter, and stuff like
that,” Swan said. “Well, we ended up having too
much milk, which I didn't expect to happen. We
had more milk than we could ever deal with so I
just started making soap with it. And then I couldn't
stop making soap. Next thing you know, I looked
around and I had like 500 or 1000 bars of soap.”
At first, they gave it as gifts, then people starting
asking to buy it. When they realized how many
people wanted to buy their soap, they got a business
license and The Hairy Farmpit Girls was born.

Basil with the baby she claims to be both mother and father to.

impress the ladies. Jen and Swan were not impressed.
Not only was it incredibly awkward to watch, but
frustrating as Basil literally drank up their profits.
Some people say the mark on Basil’s face looks
like a phallic symbol. To this she says “So? I told
you I was a billy goat.” Basil is most known for her
ability to always make weird faces for the camera.
AN UNUSUAL RETIREMENT
When the stress of Swan’s job as human trafficking
and child abuse investigator started getting to her, she
and Jen moved from St. Augustine to Putnam County,
Florida. There, they lived on the river and had a little
bit of property. “And so we've got a handful of chickens
and just started taking care of our chickens,” Swan
told me. “And as my job got more and more stressful,
and I got more and more chickens, we decided to quit
everything and move. We bought a house that my
parents owned up in Georgia, their old river house,
which has 240 acres with it.” That’s when the couple
made an unusual decision to take their savings, pay off
the house, and retire for two years while still young.
“Anybody can retire and be old maybe in pain while
they do it,” she said. “I just thought, let's have two
years of retirement where we can just be irresponsible
and healthy and have fun now.” So, at 32 years old,
they retired to an old river house and did whatever
they wanted. Swan started blogging about the process
and people loved her humor and sarcastic wit.
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UNEXPECTED SUCCESS
By selling soap, the Rubitts hoped to make enough
to feed the goats and maybe supplement one income
a bit. To their surprise, the business grew enough
to supplement both their incomes and then some.
They kept going until they were making 5,000 to
10,000 bars of soap a month. They developed a
website and started filling online orders. “We were
just able to sit at home and ultimately make soap,
which I find to be fun. I never regret it. So we make
soap and milk goats and laugh about stuff and ship
out orders. We've only had this property for almost
five years. We've been a hundred percent able to
survive off the soap for about the past two years.”
THE FUTURE OF THE FARMPIT
Jen and Swan thought at first they would let the
business grow as much as it could. Then they realized
something important. They loved their jobs the way
they were. If they opened a store or hired employees,
it might start to feel like actual work. “Right now we
listen to music and podcasts and we laugh about things
and nobody has any control over us whatsoever,”
Swan told me. “If I want to talk about buttholes to
30,000 people online, the only person that I have to
answer to is Jen, and she's going to say yes.”

THERESA MILLER lives in a small ranching town in
Idaho, where she and her husband own and operate a small engine repair shop called Cycles, Sleds
& Saws. Her spare time is divided between reading, writing, cooking, gardening, picking huckleberries, and learning new things. Her favorite hobby is
talking to people about things they are passionate
about.

SOUTH AFRICAN SAVANNA GOATS

A SAVANNA BREEDER IS WITHIN
EASY REACH

Bob & Ann Crouch
Cedar Hill, TN
615-394-3944
www.ptsavannaranch.com
anncrouch2@gmail.com
PT Savanna Ranch

Robby & Donna Blankenship
Alston, Missouri
savannagoats1485@yahoo.com
417-778-6224
www.doublebgoatfarm.weebly.com

Ambush Farm

www.ironstarranch.com

13428 Lick Run Rd.
Newcomerstown, Ohio 43832

DNA CERTIFIED FULL BLOOD SAVANNA HERD

DNAFRICA (Amorearts) genetics!
Kifaru sale, Keri Rose, foundation Micney

jbust12@kent.edu
740-227-3016

478.305.1009
West Fork, Arkansas 72774

TROY & SUSAN YOUNG

BUTTE RIDGE RANCH
Boers & Savannas

530.682.5462

butte.ridge@yahoo.com

Live Oak, CA

s a v a n n a g o a t s
Richard Saloom
334-734-0662 | rsaloom@mac.com
4403 Phillips Rd Lanett, AL 36863

Larry Rutledge
8412 FM 580 E
Kempner, TX 76539
L d e a n r @ y a h o o . c om

www.tex a ssa v a n n a s. com

DNA Verified Herd
Registered with Pedigree International
EAST OF EKIN FARM
Rex & Charlene Dunning
7410 W 600 S
Atlanta, Indiana 46031
317.742.6226
rdunning@zigwireless.com
www.EastOfEkinFarm.com

Christine Baize

812-385-2874 | clbaize@yahoo.com
www.sandroadsavannas.com
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breed profile : : spanish goats

BREED PROFILE:

Spanish Goat
by TAMSIN COOPER

Photo by Dayn Pullen, Noelke/Wilhelm Ranch, Menard TX. FB: @NWRGoats

The Tried-and-True American Heritage Landrace
BREED: Spanish goats are the indigenous landrace of
the United States, but have gone unrecognized due to
the many names used for them in different areas, such
as scrub, brush, woods, brier, hills, and Virginia hill
goats. They are often confused with mixed-breed goats
used for landscape browsing that go under the same
name. Heritage Spanish goats have a distinct gene pool
and characteristics that confer hardiness, efficiency,
and adaptability to various New World climates.
ORIGIN: Brought to Caribbean and Mexican shores
during the 1500s by Spanish colonists. Goats in
Spain and Portugal were an undifferentiated
landrace at that time. The breed no longer exists
in Europe due to selection and crossbreeding.
HISTORY: Spanish settlers radiated out from the
Caribbean, up through Florida, to Mississippi,
Alabama, and Georgia. Similarly, they migrated from
Mexico to New Mexico, California, and Texas. Their
goats adapted to the local landscapes and conditions
as they browsed free range. Some were used for milk,
meat, hair, and hide on a subsistence basis, whereas
others became feral. Natural selection and geographical
isolation favored the development of local strains.
However, they were not considered a breed. In the
1840s, they were the only kind of goat in the U.S.
In the late 1800s, Texan farmers started to include
imported Angora goats in their sheep flocks.
Previously, Spanish goats had been kept to clear
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pasture underbrush. Many were replaced with Angora
herds, while some were retained as a cheap source
of meat for family and workers, Angoras and sheep
being too valuable as fiber animals. In the 1960s,
Angora production became unprofitable and Texan
farmers saw the means to expand meat farming into a
profitable business, as better transport made markets
more accessible. The Spanish goat was considered
the ideal candidate for the new industry, being hardy,
prolific, and making good use of extensive range.
In the Southeast, goats were kept for clearing
brush, with meat as a by-product, and some
were developed for cashmere production. These
smaller herds developed unique adaptations to
the specific challenges of their environments.
The 20th century brought competition from imported
breeds which devastated landrace goat numbers.
Imported dairy goats became popular from the 1920s
onward, so that many Spanish goats were crossed with
or replaced by new breeds. Boer embryos and bucks
were imported in the 1990s, and were soon popular
with meat farmers due to their meaty conformation.
Geneticist, D. P. Sponenberg relates, “As is typical
of most situations with imported breeds, these
arrived with promotion from powerful economic
forces that touted superior performance, while the
local resource had never been truly evaluated.”
Most Spanish does were given over to crossbreeding
with Boer bucks and few Spanish bucks were retained.
Few does were available to maintain the landrace

September 18-19, 2020 | Springfield, MO

Koenie Kotze

Showcase Savanna Sale with

Col. Lynn Newby
Newby Auction
• Internet Bidding by

Photo by Matthew D. Calfee, Calfee
Farms, TN, calfeefarms.net

Savanna Breed Pioneer
Attending From South Africa
• Lecture & Workshops

• Pedigree International Savanna Registry 20-Year
Anniversary Celebration Gala Dinner
www.savannaspectacular.com

population and the indigenous
population plummeted. The
productivity of Boer goats
diminished due to their lack of
adaptation to American climes,
particularly in the Southeast. As
one breeder noted, “People would
pay thousands of dollars for a
Boer. All of a sudden, everyone
wanted them. They put on meat
fast. But they just couldn’t take care
of themselves. A Boer goat will sit
around near the house waiting to
be fed. A Spanish goat will be off
climbing a tree somewhere just to
get a leaf. Now people are trying to
get more Spanish into their goats.”
Thanks to a few dedicated
breeders, certain bloodlines
were preserved in different
parts of the nation and are
supported by the Spanish Goat
Association (SGA), established
in 2007 to preserve the breed.
CONSERVATION STATUS: On the
Livestock Conservancy “Watch”
list and listed “At Risk” by FAO.
COLORING: Widely variable.
BACKYARDGOATS.IAMCOUNTRYSIDE.COM
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WEIGHT: 77–200 pounds (35–90 kg).
TEMPERAMENT: Active, curious, wary,
but docile when socialized.
BIODIVERSITY: The unique gene pool has been
validated by DNA testing as a landrace with a
common Iberian foundation. Herds are adapted to
different regions with challenging climates, and can
readily respond to climate change. Crossbreeding
seriously threatens the conservation of these
unique resources. Sponenberg recommends
that we “carefully evaluate local resources
before replacing them with exotic resources,
because local resources may indeed be equal or
superior due to environmental adaptation.”
Photo by Matthew D. Calfee,
Calfee Farms, TN, calfeefarms.net

STANDARD DESCRIPTION: Rangy frame with
varied appearance, size, and type. Common
features include large ears, held horizontally
forward, a straight or slightly concave face,
and long horns with a distinctive twist.
POPULAR USE: Meat, cashmere, and land
management.
PRODUCTIVITY: Spanish dams’ litters performed
better than Boer and equal to Kiko when monitored in
Nashville. Spanish does were more efficient, healthy,
and long-living. The sire’s breed had no effect.

Photo by Matthew D. Calfee,
Calfee Farms, TN, calfeefarms.net

ADAPTABILITY: Long residence in challenging
conditions of the arid Southwest and the humid
subtropical Southeast has resulted in a rugged,
robust goat rarely suffering from health issues.
Southeastern strains show remarkable resistance
to the parasite and hoof issues normally associated
with damp climates. Does are fertile and prolific
(normally producing twins), with a long productive
life and able to breed at any time of year.
QUOTES: “… this breed can handle almost
any hot climate and rugged terrain. Strong,
fertile, and parasite-resistant, this is the kind of
goat that big ranchers dream about.” SGA.
“Spanish Goats are typically standoffish and
curious but are easily tamed with repeated
exposure to the goat producer. Easily the most
adaptable meat goat on the planet.” Matthew
Calfee, Calfee Farms, Tennessee.
SOURCE:

Photo by Matthew D. Calfee,
Calfee Farms, TN, calfeefarms.net
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SGA; Livestock Conservancy; Sponenberg, D. P. 2019.
Local Goat Breeds in the United States. IntechOpen.

POISONOUS PLANTS FOR GOATS
ALKALOIDS
A class of nitrogenous organic plant compounds with pronounced physiological
actions, often speeding up the heart and
turning off the parasympathetic nervous
system to the point of death.
• Aconite
• Allspice
• Black Snake Root
• Bloodroot
• Blue Cohosh
• Boxwood
• Celandine
• Common Poppy
• Crotalaria
• Crow Poison
• Datura (Jimsonweed)
• Death Camas
• Dicentra
• False Hellebore
• False Jessamine
• Fume Wort
• Hellebore
• Hemp
• Horse Nettle
• Indian Hemp
• Indian Poke
• Larkspur (Delphinium)
• Lobelia
• Lupines (Bluebonnets)
• Marjiuana
• Monkshood
• Moonseed
• Narcissus (Daffodil, Jonquil)
• Nightshades
• Posion Darnel
• Poison Hemlock
• Poison Rye Grass
• Rattleweed
• Rock Poppy
• Senecio
• Spider Lily
• Spotted Cowbane
• Spotted Water Hemlock
• Stagger Grass
• Staggerweed
• Sweet Shrub
• Thorn Apple
• Varebells
• Wild Parsnip
• Wolfs-Bane
• Yellow Jessamine
Foliage from tomatoes, eggplant, peppers,
tomatillos, and potatoes, in addition to
green potato skins, can cause alkaloid poisoning if ingested in large amounts.

Do you have poisonous plants for goats on your property?
Check this list then consult your local veterinarian, county
extension office, or local veterinary college for a list of
additional problem plants often found in your area.
CYANOGENICS
Produces hydrogen cyanide, which can
cause chronic or acute cyanide poisoning
in animals and humans.
• Arrow Grass
• Black Locust
• Blue Cohosh
• Broomcarn
• Buckeye
• Cherry
• Choke Cherry
• Corn Cockle
• Dogbane
• Elderberry
• Hemp
• Horse Nettle
• Indian Hemp
• Ivy
• Johnson Grass
• Kafir
• Laurel
• Leucothoe
• Lily of the Valley
• Maleberry
• Marijuana
• Milkweed
• Milo
• Nightshade
• Oleander
• Rhododendron (Azalea)
• Sevenbark
• Silver
• Sneezewood
• Sorghum
• Stagger Brush
• Sudan Grass
• Velvet Grass
• White Snakeroot
• Wild Black Cherry
• Wild Hydrangea
Though foliage from prunus trees (apricot,
cherry, peach, plum) may not harm goats

while leaves are fresh or died, they have
higher cyanide content while in wilt.
OTHER POISONOUS PLANTS
Bracken or Brake ferns contain an accumulative toxin which can cause severe anemia
from hemorrhaging. It is also a carcinogen
and can cause thiamine deficiency, leading
to goat polio.
Maple leaves, when dried or wilted, can
cause hemolytic anemia. Red maples are
most toxic and tend to drop more leaves,
which goats readily ingest.
Mold, though not a plant, can cause deadly
listeriosis. Do not feed moldy hay or grass/
landscape clippings that have been allowed
to sit even a short time.
Mushrooms, especially toxic varieties, may
be mixed with lawn clippings or prevalent
in wooded areas.
Oak, including leaves, blossoms, and
acorns, contain tannins. Red, black, and
yellow oak are especially dangerous. Allowing fallen leaves to remain in livestock
water can cause toxin accumulation. High
tannin content can cause liver and kidney
damage that can lead to death.
Ponderosa Pine can cause abortions in
pregnant goats, though other pine trees,
firs, and spruces are fine if introduced
gradually.
Rhubarb leaves contain high quantities of
oxalic acid, which can damage kidneys.
Yew, a coniferous tree common in landscaping, is deadly and can stop a heart in
seconds. Be watchful for these at livestock
exhibitions, as they can be used in displays
and near barns.
Sources: by Katherine Drovdahl MH CR CA
CEIT DipHIr QTP and http://poisonousplants.ansci.cornell.edu/goatlist.html

Enterotoxemia can occur even with the healthiest foods, if fed to goats that
are not used to them. This imbalance upsets the goat’s rumen, which
allows growth of bacteria Clostridium perfringens types C and D.

backyardgoats.iamcountryside.com
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Advertise your favorite breed where it will be seen by thousands of
goat enthusiasts looking for what you have to sell!
Just $40/yr. for listing your breeds, farm name,
your name, address, phone, e-mail & website.
ALPINE
Iowa
D & E DAIRY GOATS, 2977 Linn Buchanan Rd., Coggon, IA 52218. 319-350-5819. <rranch@iowatelecom.
net> Facebook: d&edairygoat. Doelings–selling 200
head annually. Breeder bucks available. Alpine, Saanen.
Wyoming
ALPENTHAL’S DAIRY GOATS, Tanja Miller, 430 Beaver Creek Rd., Sundance, WY 82729. 307-283-2364.
<tmiller@rangeweb.net><www.alphenthalsdairygoats.
net> Registered American Alpine.

COMPOSITE SAVANNA

New Mexico
SECOND BLOOM FARM, Deb Wood, 248 Rio
Bravo, White Rock, NM 87547. 505-672-1485.
<seldom@concentric.net> <www.secondbloomfarmnm.
com> Nigerian Dwarf. Excellent milk quality for the
small homestead.

KIKO
Wyoming
HEAVEN’S 7 ACRES, 100% NZ Kiko, Jill Johnson,
PO BOX 1658, AFTON, WY 83110. 307-221-0842.
<Heavens7Acres@gmail.com> <www.Heavens7Acres.
com> Kiko.

LAMANCHA

GIBSON FARM, Joe & Stephanie Gibson, Blairsville,
PA 15717, 724-422-0304, <www.gibsongoatfarm.com>
<gibsonfarm.steph@gmail.com> Nigerian Dwarf &
Alpine Dairy Goats.
Texas
JOBI NIGERIANS, Joanne B. Jelke, 4603 Beckermann
Rd., Brenham, TX 77833. 979-836-9303. DHIR Nigerian,
Alpine & Saanen dairy goats.

~ Excellence Remembered Trust Inspired
Since 1982. EXPORT SPECIALIST
~ Whether you need a forever hand-raised
bottle baby or a whole herd.
~ Verified 5-Star Breeder BBB Member

951-736-1076
debbie@amberwaves.info
amberwavespygmygoats.com

NUBIAN
Arkansas
OWL RIDGE FARM, Jan Ham, 255 Owl Ridge Farm Rd.,
Greenbrier, AR 72058. 870-974-1466. <owlridgefarm@
windstream.net> <www.owl-ridge-farm.com> Nubians.

JP ACRES, Johnnie Seale, 1941 County Road 207,
Durango, CO 81301. 970-247-9180. Nubians.
Oregon
ACE-HI DAIRY GOATS, Margie Singletary, 3747 Lincoln
Dr., Ontario, OR 97914-8713. 541-889-4063. CAE &
CL free, milk & show. Nubians.
R R RESOURCES, Yvonne Roberts, PO Box 809,
Merlin, OR 97532. 541-479-3159. <rycj@yahoo.com>
<www.rrresources.com> Purebred, American &
recorded grade Nubians. DHIR, LA, Show, bred to milk,
good butterfat and longevity.
Tennessee

OSBORNE FARM, John & Jane Osborne, 2081
Jamestown Rd., Burlison, TN 38015. 901-491-1709.
<jmo1271@bellsouth.net> LaManchas & Nigerian
Dwarfs.

DAVIS RUN NUBIANS, Davis & Jenny Carr, 1701 Saundersville Rd., Hendersonville, TN 37075. 615-943-5709.
<zaddie@bellsouth.net> <www.DavisRunNubians.
com> Purebred Nubian Dairy Goats.

Texas

Texas

LATTE DA DAIRY, Anne & Johnny Jones, PO
Box 270355, Flower Mound, TX 75027. 817490-5004. <lattedadairy@gmail.com>
<www.lattedadairy.com> LaManchas. Also Nubians.

LATTE DA DAIRY, Anne & Johnny Jones, PO Box
270355, Flower Mound, TX 75027. 817-490-5004.
<lattedadairy@gmail.com> <www.lattedadairy.com>
Nubians. Also LaManchas.

NIGERIAN DWARF

PACK GOATS

Michigan

California

MITTEN ACRES NIGERIAN DWARFS, Milford, MI 48381, 810-373-9005 9am- 6pm EST
<www.mittenacres.com> ADGA Registered, Tested
Herd, Milk & Show

BUTT-HEAD PACK GOATS & EQUIPMENT, Dennis Willingham, PO Box 333, Rough & Ready, CA
95975. 530-432-0946. <bhpackgoats@hotmail.com>
<www.buttheadpackgoats.com> Halters designed
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SAANEN
Delaware

Colorado

Tennessee
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PYGMY GOATS

Pennsylvania

Florida
L O N G G R E Y L I N E FA R M , L L C . , M a r tha Aitken, 282 SW Mayflower Glen,
Fort White, FL 32038. 386-758-2361.
martha@longgreylinefarm.com
w w w. l o n g g r e y l i n e f a r m . c o m . C o m p o s i t e
Savanna Meat Goats, Sawyer Spanish Meat Goats,
Welsh Sheepdogs.

just for goats, saddles, panniers, goat coat/pack
covers.

RoDi HERITAGE FARMS, Robert & Diana Lawson,
18759 Harbeson Rd., PO Box 4, Harbeson, DE 19951.
302-684-8844. <lawsonbl55@yahoo.com> Saanens.
New York
ZOAR FARMS @ Holy Myrrhbearers Monastery, 144
Bert Washburn Rd., Otego, NY 13825. 607-432-3179.
<myrrhbearers@aol.com> <www.holymyrrhbearers.
com> Purebred & American Saanens, Sables. Tested
free for CAE, Brucillosis.
Pennsylvania
WORDEN FARM, Bill & Donna Worden, 1881 Bells
Run Rd., Shinglehouse, PA 16748. 814-697-6606.
<dlw@wordenfarm.com> Saanens, LaManchas &
Grades. CAE Free.
Virginia
PICCOLO FARM, Barb & Frank Kruesi, 2831 Bear
Branch Rd., Mouth of Wilson, VA 24363. 276-579-2331.
<piccolofarmva@gmail.com>

SAVANNA
Idaho
BECKSTEAD FARMS, Matt & Melissa Beckstead,
Weston, ID 83286. 208-339-6428 <becksteadfarms@
yahoo.com> < www.becksteadfarms.com > Savanna.
Illinois
WEEKLEY SAVANNAS, Jonathan Weekley, Trenton,
IL 62293. 618-402-0535. <jonnyweekley94@gmail.
com> Full Blood, DNA Parent Verified Herd. Savanna.

Indiana
SAND ROAD SAVANNAS, Christine Baize, Owensville, IN 47665. 812-385-2874. <cbaize@yahoo.com>
Savanna.
Missouri
Vaz Savannas, Sharon A. Vazquez, Milan, MO,
63556, ph 660-292-4572, www.vazsavannas.com,
vazsavannas@gmail.com, Fullblood Dna Verified
Savanna Herd.
Ohio
BARNHART FARMS, John Barnhart, Wapakoneta,
Ohio, 419-230-8000, <barnhartgoats.com> Savanna
and Kiko meat goats. Registered and commercial stock.

w w w. l o n g g r e y l i n e f a r m . c o m . S a w y e r S p a n ish Meat Goats,SGCS Certified Spanish Herd,
Composite Savanna Meat Goats, Welsh
Sheepdogs.

TENNESSE FAINTING
Massachusetts
MENDING WALL FARM, Ed & Judy Lowe, PO
Box 722, Assonet, MA 02702. 508-644-5088.
<mendingwall1948@gmail.com> <www.mending
wallfarm.homestead.com> Tennessee Fainting.

TOGGENBURG

Texas
TEXAS SAVANNAS, Larry Rutledge, 8412 FM 580
E, Kempner, TX 73539. <www.texassavannas.
com><ldean@yahoo.com> Savanna.

Iowa

SAWYER SPANISH

BIRCH HAVEN, Doris Gronewold, 479 Dry Hollow Rd., Waterville, IA 52170. 563-535-7203.
<birchhavendairygoats/facebook> Toggenburgs. CL.
L.A. Herd Ave. “90” with High Production over 3,000#
of milk.

LONG GREY LINE FARM, LLC, Martha Aitken,
282 SW Mayflower Glen, Fort White, FL 32038.
386-758-2361. martha@longgreylinefarm.com

DRY CREEK ACRES, Joe Skoda & Melissa O’Rourke,
1849 Whitetail Rd., Decorah, IA 52101. 712-470-3289.
<drycreekacres@hotmail.com> <www.drycreekacres.
com> Toggenburgs. Home of the 2011 and 2012 Junior
National Champions.

Florida

VARIOUS
Virginia
SKYLINE, Catherine Deeds, 14450 Oakhurst Ln.,
Orange, VA 22960. 540-672-2538. LaManchas,
Toggenburgs & Nigerian Dwarfs.

WELSH SHEEPDOGS
Florida
LONG GREY LINE FARM, LLC., Martha Aitken,
282 SW Mayflower Glen, Fort White, FL 32038.
386-758-2361
martha@longgreylinefarm.com
www.longgreylinefarm.com Welsh Sheepdogs
— Licensed by Welsh Sheepdog Society, Composite
Savanna & Sawyer Spanish meat goats.

For all things
goats visit:

backyardgoats.
iamcountryside.com

A Farm-to-Table, Hobby-to-Career Odyssey
Tiny Goat, Big Cheese
By Kate Johnson

Tiny Goat, Big Cheese isn’t just about how a tiny, fist-sized
goat helped inspire the creation of one of the busiest
cheesemaking schools in the country. It’s also about how
tiny ideas can turn into big adventures if you let passion,
purpose, and persistence take the helm. Kate Johnson
didn’t set out to be a cheesemaker, let alone to open a
cheesemaking school. But her childhood passion for animals and a serendipitous visit to a local goat farm began
a transformation in her life similar to the transformation
milk undergoes when it becomes cheese! Through a series
of heartfelt and humorous personal stories, interwoven
with cheese recipes and homesteading tips, Kate shares
with readers how her childhood fantasies surprisingly led
to a successful career and meaningful lifestyle.

iamcountryside.com/shop • 970-392-4419
BACKYARDGOATS.IAMCOUNTRYSIDE.COM
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associations
OBERHASLI BREEDERS OF AMERICA,
Ben
Peterson,
S e c y. / Tr e a s . ,
8580
S Cherry Ave.,
Fresno, CA 93725.
<petesakeoberhasli@gmail.com>
<www.oberhasli.webs.com>

G E O R G I A D A I R Y G O AT B R E E D E R S —
newsletter, meetings, shows & speaker program.
All breeds welcome. Secretary: John Latimer,
1540 McRee’s Mill Rd., Watkinsville, GA 30677.
706-769-9460. Visit us at www.gdgba.org

AMERICAN LAMANCHA CLUB, Deb Macke, Secretary/
Treasurer, N3690 Elmwood Rd., Hawkins, WI 54530.
715-563-0052. <raintreelamanchas@gmail.com>
<www.lamanchas.com>

THE MINIATURE GOAT REGISTRY(TMGR) Supporting breeders and owners of the mini-dairy breeds.
Shows, conformation clinics, milk production.
619-417-0989. www.tmgronline.com

Pedigree International Since 2000, regi s t e r i n g S a v a n n a , Te x M a s t e r a n d o t h e r s .
Offering Breed development tracking and more. 417327-2774. <http://PedigreeInternational.com>

For all things goats visit:
backyardgoats.
iamcountryside.com

Goat Journal Advertising Form • Next Deadline: March 19, 2020
Liner Classified:

Liner Breeders Directory:
Your Name:

Classification:

Address:

Your Farm Name:

City, State, Zip:

Your Name:
Address:

Classification:

City, State, Zip:

E-mail:

Phone Number:

Ad:

E-mail:
Website:
Breed(s):

Additional words ($1 each):

$40.00

Total Amount Enclosed (US):

Display Breeders/Classified (1" & 2" sizes):
SPECIAL OFFER: FREE Color! ($20 Value Per Issue)

1x - 2x=$30 per inch, per issue
Use pictures,
r!
lo
co
d
an
3x - 5x=$28 per inch, per issue
logo
n!
ig
es
D
d
A
6x=$25 per inch, per issue
FREE
E-mail:
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kweiler@countrysidemag.com
or call: 1-715-748-1389
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$_______

Words in bold _____x 25¢ =

$_______

Payment enclosed (U.S. funds):

$_______

Words in all CAPITALS _____x 25¢ =

Additional Words $1 each per year:
Directory listing (6 issues):

Number of words _____ x $1.00 =

$_______

X No. of issues you want your ad to run: _____ = $_______

Please type or print legibly and indicate the words you
would like in bold or capital letters.
• Don’t forget to count your name, address,
phone number and e-mail if it is part of your ad.
• 10 word minimum. Ads under 10 words
will be charged $10.

Feel free to use a separate sheet of paper
Mail to: Goat Journal Breeders/Classifieds,
P.O. Box 566, Medford, WI 54451
or E-mail: kweiler@countrysidemag.com

backyardgoats.iamcountryside.com
1-715-748-1389 • Fax: 1-715-785-7414

classified ads
BEEKEEPING
M I L L E R
B E E
S U P P L Y
YOUR BEEKEEPING EXPERTS SINCE 1976!
Check us out for all your beekeeping needs. Whether you
are just starting out or already have bees we are here to
assist your needs. Call us Toll Free: 1-888-848-5184.
496 Yellow Banks Road, North Wilkesboro, NC 28659.
Email:info@Millerbeesupply.com Webiste: www.
millerbeesupply.com

EGG CARTONS
THE
EGG
CARTON
STORE
Modern service and speed, old world quality and value.
Over 40 years of egg packaging and marketing expertise!
Egg Cartons | Filler Flats | Beautiful Colored Cartons | Poultry Supplies
C a l l f o r G R E AT w h o l e s a l e / p a l l e t q u a n t i t y p r i c i n g ! 8 6 6 - 3 3 3 - 11 3 2
FREE SHIPPING on all cartons and filler flats
WWW.EGGCARTONSTORE.COM.

PENSATION PLAN. www.phytozonforhealthand
wealth.com

POULTRY SUPPLIES

CBD OIL and other CBD/Hemp Products! Hempworx offers 250, 500, 750 or 1500 mg. Full spectrum
0.03% THC or board spectrum that is THC free. Not
all cbd oils are safe, make sure yours is certified and
3rd party tested, like this one! Google cbd and what
you want to feel better from or about. The benefits
are endless. Get yours today with a 60 day money
back guarantee even if the bottle is EMPTY! More
Information or order at: www.cbdgoldendrop.com
or text CBDINFO to 715-965-1234.

MILKING EQUIPMENT
Visit www.PartsDeptOnline.com for great deals on new
milkingequipmentforcowsandgoats.Wesupplytoallsize
dairies. Call for a free 180pg catalog. 1-800-245-8222.

POULTRY FEED

Order
tOday!

www.sweetpdz.com

Infrared Radiant Heat

FREE
SOON Church/Government Uniting, Supressing
“Religious Liberty,” Enforcing “National Sunday
Law.” Be Informed! Need mailing address only. TBSM,
Box 99, Lenoir City, TN 37771. thebiblesaystruth@
yahoo.com, 1-888-211-1715.

HEALTH
ARE YOU TIRED OF SUFFERING FROM BODY
PAIN. IMPROVE YOUR HEALTH. GREAT COM-

715-651- 9757

sweeterheater.com
SAVANNA

3D’S SAVANNA’S. www.mygoats74864.com

Protect Your Livestock, Poultry, Beehives, and Garden
How To Choose & Install

The Best Fence
To Protect Your
Crops & Livestock

Use electric fencing to protect your livestock, poultry, beehives, and garden. Portable electric fencing is key to successful rotational grazing, while permanent electric fencing
effectively protects gardens and orchards and secures large
pastures. Through clear instructions accessible to everyone,
you’ll learn when to use these methods or a combination
of the two, plus how to plan for, build, and maintain your
electric fencing. This crucial tool is cost effective and versatile, but veteran farmer and author Ann Larkin Hansen also
explains what not to do with an electric fence.

iamcountryside.com/shop • 970-392-4419
BACKYARDGOATS.IAMCOUNTRYSIDE.COM
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Goat
goat journal bookstore

Journal Bookstore

For a complete listing of all books available visit our website:
iamcountryside.com/shop; or call 970-392-4419.
SAVE
30%

How to Raise Goats
By Carol amundson

Whether you want to raise a dairy
barn full of milkers, one hundred
meat goats for market, a herd
of Angoras for mohair fiber, or a
few Pygmies as pets, this book is
for you. Expert, hands-on advice
makes it easy to get started raising a healthy herd. Longtime goat
farmer Carol Amundson describes
the breeds popular in the United
States and Canada and explains
all the helpful do’s and don’ts. 199 pages.
$19.99
Now $13.99 — Save 30%
SAVE
50%

American Farmstead Cheese
By Paul Kindstedt

This book is the essential resource for
aspiring and experienced cheesemakers. It is packed with cheesemaking history, technique, artistry,
and business strategies. Features include a fully illustrated guide to basic
cheesemaking, explanations of milk
composition, starter cultures, and the
chemistry of cheese, effects of calcium, pH, salt and moisture, ways to
ensure safety and quality and methods for analyzing cheese production. 276 pages. Hardcover.

$40.00
Now $20.00 — Save 50%
~ LIMITED QUANTITIES ~
SAVE
25%

2
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Don’t Throw It Grow It
By deBorah Peterson

Learn how common kitchen staples
— pits, nuts, beans, seeds, and tubers — can be coaxed into lush,
vibrant houseplants that are as
attractive as they are fascinating.
growing instructions for 68 plants
in four broad categories — vegetables; fruits and nuts; herbs and
spices; and more exotic plants
from ethnic markets. 153 pages.
$10.95
Now $8.25 — Save 25%

Goat Journal, november/December 2018
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Raising Dairy Goats
to the Uddermost DVD

SAVE
25%

By Kauffman Brothers motion PiCtures

Embark on a journey learning
about dairy goats on a real-life
farm! From the amazing birth
of a kid caught on camera, to
building simple fences, preventing your goats from getting diseases, choosing the perfect goat,
clipping hooves in real time, and
more, you’re sure to find this video
fun, intriguing, and very educational. 2 hours 3 minutes.

$19.99
Now $14.99 — Save 25%
~ LIMITED QUANTITIES ~

Building Raised Beds
By marshall Bradley

For beginning gardeners and homeowners, this handbook shows you exactly how to plan, build, and plant a
simple raised bed. Fully illustrated
step-by-step instructions make it easy
and ensure success! 91 pages. $8.95

Homegrown Herbs

SAVE
25%

By tammi hartung

This is the definitive guide to
planting, growing, harvesting,
and using 101 popular herbs. A
step-by-step primer for gardeners of every level, it includes indepth information on seed selection; planting; maintenance and
care; harvesting; drying; and
uses in the kitchen, home pharmacy, crafting, and body care.
Sensational four-color photographs by Saxon Holt bring the
information to life. 255 pages.
$19.95
Now $14.99 — Save 25%

BOOKS MAKE GREAT GIFTS!

Goat Journal Bookstore
Naturally Bug-Free
By stePhanie l. tourles

Protect yourself, your children, your
pets, and your home from bugs —
without using harsh or toxic chemicals! 75 simple recipes for safe, effective bug repellents you can make
at home from all-natural ingredients.
For protection from mosquitoes, ticks,
and other biting insects, there are sprays, balms, body oils,
and tinctures, with scents ranging from eucalyptus to floral,
lemon, vanilla, and woodsy spice. 175 pages. $10.95

The Backyard Goat Book

SAVE
10%

How to Build Your Own Greenhouse SAVE
25%

By roger marshall

From the simplest cold frame to the
most elaborate freestanding tropical
paradise, there is a greenhouse plan
in this collection to suit every gardener’s needs. Roger Marshall guides you
through all the style options, the practical considerations of choosing materials and a site, and every step of the
building process. Includes many diagrams and charts. 255 pages.
$24.95
Now $18.69 — Save 25%

Fences for Pasture & Garden

By sue Weaver

By gail dameroW

Pulling carts around the farm
or serving as loyal pack animals, goats are naturally hardworking and make for friendly
companions. This straightforward guide teaches you how to
choose, house, feed, train, and
breed the best goats for your
space and needs. 215 pages.
$16.95
Now $14.99 — Save 10%

SAVE
25%

A well-made fence brings peace of
mind if you keep livestock or tend a
garden that’s vulnerable to wildlife
predators, you know that a good fence
is essential for protecting your investment. This is a practical, easy-to-use
guide to selecting, planning, and building fences that work. 154 pages.

$16.95
Now $12.75 — Save 25%

Book Order Form
Title

Quantity

Book Total

Price

$

Shipping

$

Subtotal

$

WI Residents add
5.5% sales tax

$

$4 first item, $1 each add'l item, Call for Priority & Foreign Rates

Total U.S. Funds $
Name:

Visa

Address:

No.:

City:

Expiration:

State:

Zip:

MC

Discover

AmEx

Phone:

Mail to:
Goat Journal Bookstore, P.O. Box 1848, Carson City, NV 89702
Want Free Shipping?
Upgrade your subscription to ALL-ACCESS MEMBERSHIP and your books ship free in the
U.S. every day. Visit backyardgoats.iamcountryside.com/all-membership to learn about
all the perks of membership or call 970-392-4419. It’s less than
$1 more a month!
WWW.COUNTRYSIDENETWORK.COM
3
BACKYARDGOATS.IAMCOUNTRYSIDE.COM
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just for fun : : coloring & puzzle
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Goat Journal Reader Contest March/April 2020
1

2

3

ACROSS

4
5

6

8

7

9

11

12

13

1.

Name of the
Angora goat
on the cover:

2.

Goat labor
problems:

5.

_____ _____ and
Creamery was the
first goat dairy
certified through
Oregon Tilth.

10

14

15

8.

Goats balance
challenges by
forming small
groups of
related _____.

DOWN
3.

Kids can breathe
on their own
after the _____
develop and
differentiate.

4.

Book that Mary
Bowen wrote:

6.

Veterinarian
procedure that
cured Malta's
diarrhea:

7.

If placenta
hasn't passed
within 12 hours,
administer _____.

9.

At three weeks
gestation, the
_____ becomes
apparent.

16

15. Weather
phenomenon
17
18
that endangered
John and Chad's
oss
Down
San Clemente
Name of the Angora goat on the
cover:
3. Kids can breathe on their own after the _____ develop and
Name:
_________________________________________________
Island goats:
Goat labor problems:
differentiate.

_____ _____ and Creamery was the first
goatissue,
dairy certified
4. Book that
Maryofficial
Bowen wrote:
Each
we will offer a chance
to win
16. Spanish colonists
Goat Journal swag! Enter to win a journal
by completing
thisthat
puzzle,
ough Oregon Tilth.
6. Veterinarian
procedure
cured Malta's diarrhea:
brought
using answers
found
in this_____.
issue.7.The
winnerhasn't
will be
chosen
Goats balance challenges by forming
small groups
of related
If placenta
passed
within 12 hours, administer
_____.Spanish
randomly
from
all
correct
submissions
returned
by
May
1,
2020.
goats
Weather phenomenon that endangered John and Chad's San
9. At three weeks gestation, the _____ becomes apparent. to the
mente Island goats:
10. Milk fever:
_____ and
Spanish colonists brought Spanish goats to the _____ and Mexican 11. _____ operations are labor and time-intensive. Mexican shores.
12. Identification that is often more permanent than ear tags or
res.
Normal delivery position is often referred to as the _____ position. tattoos:
17. Normal delivery
When the cervix fails to dilate enough for successful birth:
13. Avoid extracts with _____ or sage during goat pregnancy.
position is often
Print, fill out, and send to:
14. Goat Academy currently holds its sessions in _____ _____.

Goat Journal
Reader Contest
P.O. Box 566,
Medford, WI 54451

Print, fill out, then take
a picture and email to:
goatjournal@gmail.com
Message your answers to:
goatjournal@gmail.com

WINNER!
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referred to as the
_____ position.

18. When the cervix
fails to dilate
enough for
successful birth:

10. Milk fever:
11.

_____ operations
are labor and
time-intensive.

12. Identification
that is often
more permanent
than ear tags
or tattoos:
13. Avoid extracts
with _____ or
sage during goat
pregnancy.
14. Goat Academy
currently holds
its sessions in
_____ _____.

The winner of the November/December reader contest is Garey Sandburg.
Enjoy your hat, Garey!

CO LO R I N G PAG E

Show us your artistic side! Send photos of your finished coloring pages to goatjournal@gmail.com
and we will display them in our next issue. (Be sure to tell us if your goats did the coloring!)

BACKYARDGOATS.IAMCOUNTRYSIDE.COM
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just for fun : : reader coloring pages

A.

B.

A. Thank you for sending those coloring pages.
I love them!
— Bella Crowe, age 9
Canajoharie New York

B. Hi! I’m McCrae and I love goats. We have three
Nigerian dwarfs named Bella, Jasper, and Millie. My
goats would have eaten the coloring page if I let them
help! I’m nine years old from Georgia.
— McCrae

goat journal : : coming attractions

STAY TU N E D !
JUNE IS NATIONAL DAIRY MONTH!
OUR MAY/JUNE 2020 ISSUE FOCUSES ON OUR
NATION’S FAVORITE REASON TO KEEP GOATS.
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•

Photo coverage of the
2019 ADGA National Show

•

Goat milk and Jewish
traditions

•

DHIA/DHIR milk testing

•

It’s never too early to start
milk stand training

•

Best sanitation
practices for dairies

•

A recipe for a natural teat spray

•

What to do with all that milk!

•

Breed Profile of the Nubian goat

•

PLUS: goats and human
pregnancy: what to know
to keep your baby safe

•

Katherine’s Caprine Corner,
Back from the Vet, Secret
Life of Goats, and MORE!

Scrapie Tags
Ear tags approved by the
USDA Scrapie Eradication Program
Identification & Management
Kidding and lambing season is just
around the corner, which means it’s time
to ID the flock. It is our peak season for
imprinting ear tags at Premier. Most
styles and colors are now in stock and
ready to ship.

Why order from Premier?

 Low prices! Half the cost of others.
 Customized! Same price as blank tags.
 Fast printing! Most tag orders ship
within two business days.

See our website for scrapie ear tag requirements.

premier1supplies.com • 800-282-6631

The “Natural” Choice…
Match
Momma’s Milk

Mother’s milk is naturally
high in casein—the same
protein found in skim milk
powder. Caseins are slowly
absorbed after ingestion,
whereas whey protein is
quickly absorbed. That’s why
cheaper, whey-based formulas
often result in bloating and
digestion problems.

Try Lamb & Kid Milk today!

5 OFF

$

Shepherd’s Choice™
Milk Replacer

Take $5 OFF the purchase of up to 3 bags (25 lb
or 50 lb) of The Shepherd’s Choice™ Milk Replacer.
Enter the promotional code CHOICEMILK during
checkout to take advantage of this special pricing.
ONLINE PROMO CODE

CHOICEMILK
Promo code applies to the retail price of The Shepherd’s Choice™ brand milk replacer (25 lb or 50 lb
bags) purchased at premier1supplies.com. Discount is applied to each bag, limited to a maximum of
3 bags per customer. Promo code may be used only once. Offer expires May 31, 2020.

It doesn’t pay to skimp on
quality. Try Lamb & Kid Milk
Replacer with your flock and
see the difference!

25 lb BAG

$42.90*
50 lb BAG

$83.35*
* excludes
shipping charges

Contact us for FREE catalogs!
Sheep & Goat Supplies • Electric Fencing • Poultry Products

