
backyardgoats.iamcountryside.com

SOCIAL LIFE
Goats form long-term relationships. 
When new goats join herds along with 
two familiar goats, they suffer less stress, 
and each receive less aggression than one 
goat introduced alone. Make introduc-
tions in a large arena, where they have 
space to settle their hierarchy and still 
find access to forage.

SPACE FOR EATING
Keep goat groups stable with compan-
ions that have grown up together. Build 
solid partitions between feeding stations 
to allow subordinate goats to feed closer 
and remain out of sight to more domi-
nant goats. 
Open palisades enable goats to remain 
vigilant and quickly exit if a dominant 
animal approaches. Avoid diagonal or 
horizontal bars, as they allow neighbors 
to sideswipe one another and reduce 
horned animals’ exit speed.
If subordinates are still reluctant to 
approach the manger while dominants 
are present, provide equal quality forage 
regularly, so that subordinates can take 
their turn once dominants leave.

HOW DO GOATS FEED?
Mangers should be at least four inches 
(10 cm) above the ground to allow a 
natural eating position. Goats pull on 
foliage, which results in waste waste 
from traditional hay racks. Use mangers 
where the goats’ heads enter the feeder 
or a shelf is provided below the hay rack.

HOW DO GOATS RELAX?
Partitions and platforms allow subordi-
nate goats to find peace by hiding out of 
sight or jumping up out of the way. Pro-
vide at least 51 inches (1.3 m) between 
walls or partitions to avoid goats being 
trapped.
Despite conflicts, goats do not like to 
be apart from the herd, unless they are 
about to give birth. Individuals separated 
for health issues suffer stress unless they 
maintain visual and auditory contact 
with the herd.

MAKE A DIY GOAT HOUSE
Budget solutions use wood and pal-
ettes to construct hay racks, palisades, 
platforms, and partitions. Add platforms 
to existing walls to increase floor space 
and improve the quality from a goat’s 
perspective. Goats prefer to rest against 
a wall, so add partitions to increase rest 
space as well as hiding places. Position 
hay racks to divide up space and provide 
barriers.

COMFORT FOR GOATS
• Make barns light with high visibility 
and easy escape routes. Use wide open-
ings or provide two entrances.
• Goats prefer a home base. Provide a 
permanent shelter, close to your house, 
and rotate alternate pastures adjacent to 
the home turf.
• Dryness is crucial. They need a rain-
proof, windproof, well-ventilated shelter 
with dry floor and bedding. If you have 
a lot of rainfall, construct a hard surface, 

such as concrete, around the shelter to 
avoid mud and foot-rot.
• Provide a variety of surfaces and 
bedding. Beds can be wood, plastic, or 
rubber and generally don’t need straw, 
unless it is very cold. Goats usually 
urinate on straw or other absorbent 
material. 

HOW GOATS SPEND THEIR TIME
Goats prefer enriched, spacious, 
sheltered outdoor runs. Their rest is 
less interrupted within well-structured 
housing.

GOATS NEED: 
• Plenty of time lying down to rumi-
nate and digest vegetation. 
• To range and forage to maintain their 
exercise levels and fulfill their natural 
behavioral needs. 
• To groom by rubbing against trees 
and rocks, but fence posts, walls, brush-
es, and people will also do rather well. 
• To socialize, make bonds, confirm 
their rank, and maintain their personal 
space. 
• Shelter from rain, wind, and sun. 
Fulfill most of these needs by providing 
varied pasture, adequate shelter, and a 
stable social environment. Understand-
ing how to house goats when space is 
limited, by enriching their housing and 
outdoor runs, and providing the means 
to escape aggression will enhance their 
well-being and reduce stress for you and 
your goats.

HOW TO HOUSE GOATS HARMONIOUSLY
By Tamsin Cooper

We all want to live in peace. Goats naturally compete when feed and resources are centralized. 
Enriching housing and outdoor runs, and providing the means to escape aggression, enhances 
their well-being and reduces stress for you and your goats.


