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Without a suitable outlet for a cap-
rine’s rambunctious nature, playful-
ness can translate into destructive-
ness for infrastructure and fencing. 
For this reason, goat playgrounds are 
highly recommended.

THE ULTIMATE DIY PROJECT
Goat playgrounds are easily con-
structed from free or inexpensive 
parts. Include some of these aspects:
• Inclines
• Tunnels 
• Bridges
• Platforms
• Seesaws
• Stairs
Some common components of goat 
playgrounds can include:
• Tractor tires 
• Logs 
• Pallets 
• Giant wooden cable spools from 
power or phone companies 
• Rocks 
• Cinderblocks 
• Old wooden tables 
• Old children’s play structures
• Old dog houses

GOAT TOYS
Toys alleviate boredom and keep 
goats engaged. Goats enjoy movable 
or interactive parts and are particu-
larly intrigued by suspended items. 

• Hang a tetherball with a stout rope 
from a branch. 
• Give goats soccer balls or rolling 
plastic bottles they can push around. 
• A series of dangling cowbells or 
sturdy squeaker dog toys, fastened to 
a board, provides a chance to make 
music. 
• Fill a heavy-duty clean plastic jug 
with rattling walnuts, small stones, or 
beads.
• Fill a milk crate with hay, leaves, 
and treats and suspend it from a 
branch or beam. 
• Screw/glue heavy-duty scrub 
brushes to upright 4×4s, or a door-
mat with fiber bristles fastened to a 
wall, so goats can scratch themselves. 
• Build sandboxes so goats can paw 
and dig.
Construction Tips
• Build stairs, ramps, and mounds 
leading to high points where goats 
can peer down. Construct platforms 
large enough to accommodate several 
animals at a time.
• Repurpose secondhand child’s 
backyard playgrounds and small 
trampolines. Glue glue or screw cleats 
on the smoothest surfaces such as 
slides. 
• Avoid splintery pallets, torn-up 
tires, spools or boards with holes or 
sharp edges, and exposed nails or 
screws. Fasten boards or plywood 

over pallets to keep the goats from 
hurting their legs. Look for materials 
that will stand up to years of hard use.
• Use bolts and nuts, since the 
rounded end won’t hurt animals and 
the nut end can be underneath and 
out of reach.  
• Structural parts may be slick in 
rainy or snowy conditions. And add 
safety features accordingly. Tree logs 
can be notched; horizontal surfaces 
can have sand or gravel glued down; 
and cleats can be spaced to allow a 
good grip on inclined surfaces.
• Make pieces multi-functional. 
Large tractor tires can serve as bridg-
es and tunnels. Tires laid flat can be 
stacked and backfilled to make stairs 
and hills. Horizontal pallets can be 
both stairs and shelves for lying in the 
sun, can be stacked to make towers, 
or can be part of a goat shelter with 
room beneath. 
• Scale some components down to 
kid-size. For example, smaller truck-
sized tires anchored in the ground 
can start young kids on their climb-
ing adventures as older animals tackle 
the bigger tractor tires.
With construction material virtually 
free, there’s no reason not to build 
something that will keep your goats 
happy, content, and non-destructive. 
A happy goat is an enriched goat!


